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         LEOMINSTER RECREATION 
                       DEPARTMENT
                                                                                                                          Phone: (978)534-7529

       Judith Sumner                                                                                                                                     Fax: (978)534-7549       
Director of Recreation                                                                                                               Website: www.leominster-ma.gov
LEOMINSTER RECREATION COMMISSION 
COMMISSION MEETING

Tuesday, March 29, 2016

1. CALL TO ORDER at 5:05 pm.








2. COMMISSION ATTENDANCE ROLL CALL: Maureen Donatelli, Chairperson; Jeff O’Neill, Vice Chairman; Lionel Charpentier; Tom Bissonnette; John Ciccolini; Doug Cormier; Judith Sumner, Director of Recreation; Lisa Comeau, Administrative Assistant; Rob Lora, President American Little League.




3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MEETINGS: February’s meeting was cancelled due to snow storm and March 14th’s meeting was cancelled due to lack of quorum.  
a) January 11th Meeting – couple spelling errors – corrected.  Motion to approve made by D. Cormier, 2nd by J. O’Neill.  All in favor.
b) January 28th License Agreement Meeting – Motion to approve made by J. Ciccolini, 2nd by T. Bissonnette.  All in favor.
c) February 25th Facility Meeting – Motion to approve made by J. Ciccolini, 2nd by J. O’Neill.  All in Favor.
4. PROGRAM UPDATE – Still gathering information for the Spring Summer brochure.
a) Basketball – the season has ended.
b) Trip – There is a Rochester, NY trip that is being offered for May 21 & 22.
c) April Vacation Program – We have a LED Snap Circuit Program during April vacation – April 20 – 22 here at Barrett Park.
d) Fishing Derby – The Fishing Derby will be on Saturday, April 16th.  JA School did a project raising trout and they will be releasing them in our pond on Thursday – approximately 40-50 fish.  
e) Adult & Youth Fishing Clinics – The State will also be doing a couple fishing clinics for us. YOUTH FRESH-WATER  FISHING INSTRUCTION - Have you ever wanted to learn how to fish?   Now’s your chance, let the MassWildlife Angler Education Program be your guide. We’ll have equipment on hand for use, as well as terminal tackle, and live bait. You’ll learn the basics, from casting out, to baiting up. And the best part – you’ll actually be able to fish. So come try your hand at this great pastime, guaranteed to catch some fun!!  *PLEASE NOTE: This program is intended for beginners. DATE:  Thursday, April 21, 2016 TIME:   1:00PM – 3:00PM PLACE: Barrett Park COST:   $5.00 per person         ADULT ‘LEARN TO FISH’ PROGRAM - This is a two session (4 to 5 hour) “adult only” Fishing course for beginners only, designed to give you the confidence to fish on your own. We’ll show you the basic equipment, and how to use it.  We’ll teach you how to rig up and cast out. We’ll teach you what, where, and when to fish.  And the best part – we’ll take you fishing.   So come try your hand at this great pastime, you’ll be guaranteed to catch some fun.  Minimum age is 18. DATES: Monday, April 25,
Monday, May 2, 2016 TIME: 6:00PM – 8:00 PM  PLACE: Barrett Park  

COST:  $5.00 per person

Mailing Address: 



                                                                           Office:

Leominster Recreation Department              
                                                                           40 Barrett Parkway

25 West Street


         
                                                                                         (Off of Chestnut Street)

Leominster, MA 01453                                                                                                                         Leominster, MA 01453
f) Easter Funday at City Hall – March 25th from 10am – 3 pm.  We pooled our resources together with the Mayor’s office. This program was well attended.
5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – L. Charpentier made a motion to keep the existing officers and committees, 2nd by T. Bissonnette.  All in favor.








6. MAINTENANCE UPDATE – They are getting back into regular maintenance.  Tennis nets are up at Doyle Field.  Started picking up the leaves at Barrett Park.  The wall for the fence at Third Street is up.  The block wall is also up along with the vinyl fence. DPW has been working there filling and grading.  The DPW is doing a fabulous job.  John Rosebury started pinning the footing locations.  The playground is scheduled to be delivered on Monday, April 4th.  The playground is coming in 1 ½ truckloads.  The community build is scheduled for Saturday, April 9th at 8:00 am.  We need to send a thank you to Rick Piermarini for arranging for a tractor trailer for us to store the playground in.
The Commission recommends that the grass at Barrett Park get thatched, limed and fertilized.  We cannot let the grass die, it was a big investment.  We will have to use the Revolving money to help maintain it if needed.  J. Sumner checked with Mass Park & Rec at their conference.  There was a speaker who spoke about Revolving Accounts.  He said you can use Revolving money to maintain property and do capital projects. JR went through all the playgrounds and tightened all the bolts etc. and wrote it all down.

7. STAFF INTERVIEW UPDATE – Met a couple of times to do staff interviews.  There are only 11 spots open for counselor positions.
They were all very good applicants.  We probably have thirty applicants.  This Wednesday we are doing more interviews beginning at 4:00 pm.
8. OLD BUSINESS









a) Barrett Park improvements: Dam inspection & pond restoration – A copy of the dam inspection was handed out.  J. Sumner requested the price to clean up the pond and had given Sabastian from CEI all the past studies and their company said another study is needed because of nutrients coming in from up above.  J. Sumner submitted the request to the Mayor to do the study.  It was mentioned by Kelly Freda, Conservation Commission, that maybe there is a way to get college students here to do water testing.  Maybe right now work with Kelly and the Conservation Commission.  In the meantime, monitoring and water testing.  Maybe when we know we are going to get the money to fix the dam then year one we do the study and year two we get the dam fixed.  Yes, we do want to prevent what is coming into the pond.  It is silly to do a $48,000.00 study if the dam isn’t going to get fixed until 6-10 years down the line.  By then, we will have to do another costly study.  J. Sumner recommends that if grant funds are available to fund the study then ok let’s do it.  J. Sumner will contact Kelly Freda to help with the water testing.  The Mayor just received a letter asking why we can’t have dogs in the park.  J. Sumner wrote up information to give the public on why and was handed out at the commission meeting.  We are telling people that there is a leash law and they still refuse to leash their dogs.  The State has a brochure that is posted on their watersheds on how dog urine & feces ruins water and causes disease. 
b) Third Street Playground update – Part of the church’s fence between their parking lot and the playground on Third Street is on City property.  The City attorney will need to send them a letter to bring it to their attention.  Also the church is dumping snow on the newly acquired property.  This dumping will hurt our grass and trees once we landscape a new park.  We will need to address this in a letter to the church notifying that they cannot dump snow as we start developing the property.  DCR will be planting 9-11 trees around the playground, a whole variety of trees.  They looked at the property and they said that there are some mature elm trees on the Ouimet property that should not be cut down.
c) Pickleball – J. Sumner received emails in regards to pickleball.  L. Charpentier has seen them chalking the lines and says it doesn’t take them very long.  This year on our registration form for the tennis keys, we are asking them if they are purchasing the key for pickleball, tennis or both when the get their key.  We are tracking usage and buyers of the keys.  Mark Moge is doing an afterschool Fusion Tennis Program at Johnny Appleseed.  He would like to do a summer tennis program either at the summer programs or at Doyle Field.  It needs to be inexpensive.  We can see if he can utilize the blacktop area at NW School to do tennis outside.
d) Dog waste in parks – Bernice Ave. – DPW received calls about people not picking up after their dogs. T Bissonnette put up several signs up.  Anyone can be deputized to give out tickets.  Right now the only ones who can give out tickets are the Chief of Police, Health Dept. and Todd, the Dog Officer, which is from Westminster and it is too late by the time he gets here.  There are four signs there now and a resident put up three more cardboard signs.  Lassie League had issues with dog waste. The Lassie League also put up signs – No dogs & No Trespassing.  The Conservation Commission says the sign was put at the entrance to Bassett Forest.  This is their property, so they don’t want the No Trespassing sign up at the property entrance. The league can put the No Trespassing sign up on the ball field.
9. NEW BUSINESS 








a) Barrett Park dock – There is a gentleman that wants to put in a memorial for a boy that died in the pond years ago and name the dock after him.  There was also another boy who died in the 60’s or 70’s which was more recent.  The Mayor says they need to start a Naming Committee.  The Commission recommends that the Naming Committee be the ones that individuals go through to request naming something after someone.  This individual should go through the Mayor’s Office.
b) 2017 Budget recommendations – J. Sumner went up 3% on the budget and salaries went up a little more because minimum wage went up and everyone else needs to go up across the board.  Sallie Poirier asked for an increase The Mayor also has another person with experience who applied to help with the flowers. He recommended paying a higher wage than minimum to get good people. The Commission recommends increasing  Sallie’s rate of pay to $16.00/hr.  
c) American Little League – Rob Lora 
1) Batting cage location change - T. Bissonnette and J. Ciccolini went and looked at the new area proposed for the batting cage.  It is inside near the t-ball field, between the two fields.  They will only need three poles and it will be a complete batting cage with canopy overhead.  It is a much better place because of the concern with the drop off on the other side and it is too tight trying to get equipment around it.  It is a much better location than the previous approved location.  There is electric there so they can use the batting machine and it will not damage the fencing.  Motion to approve made by L. Charpentier, 2nd by J. O’Neill.  All in Favor.
2) Wooded area behind t-ball field – The area is all fenced in and would like to remove all ground stuff and all the trees unless we want to keep some of the trees there.  They want to clean it out so it can be a safe place for the siblings to go during practices/games.  There are some mature trees there and J. Sumner said that the State wants the City to look at the trees before they are taken down.  The tree warden will have to look at the property.  It would be ok to take down the invasive and leaves but leave the trees for now.  T. Bissonnette will contact Forestry about looking at the trees.  Someone will be donating two trucks of stone dust to add a path around the fence for a walking path.  The Commissioners are invited to opening day on May 7th with the opening ceremony at 11:00 am. There will be a parade at 10:30 am starting from the Franco Vet Center leading to the field.  They are trying to play the Lunenburg Little League that day.  T. Bissonnette made a motion to accept cleaning the ground cover and make the walking path but not touch the trees yet until the Tree Warden looks at it.  2nd by J. Ciccolini.  All in favor.  There is also re-grinds being donated by the same individual to for the parking turn around area.  He is going to dump and spread it.  The Mayor did give J. Sumner permission to request legal services because a home owner built a shed on City Property at the American Little League.  We would just need to send them a letter from the City’s attorney to let them know that their shed is on City Property.  It has been surveyed and it just needs to be acknowledged.





10. FACILITY REQUESTS 








a) Facility Request -T. Bissonnette made a motion to accept, 2nd by J. Ciccolini.  All in favor.
1) Leominster Pop Warner 5K Walk/Run on June 11, 2016– Approved pending that LAMSA does not have a tournament that day and they approve.
2) The Akshaya Patra Foundation USA – Family Yoga Day Fundraiser on June 11, 2016 – Remind them that Barrett Park is a public park, plus they will have to provide insurance for the day.  Also, there is a carry in, carry out trash policy.
3) Bharaii Biswas – Religious custom, a marriage blessing – 12 ladies from 5:30am – 6:00am on April 15, 2016.
4) 2 Day Softball Tournament Request – J. Sumner received an email requesting a softball field for a 2 day softball tournament.  J. Sumner emailed Lori Beaudoin, LAMSA President, to see what days, if any, are available and what cost would be involved for the groups’ usage.  And we would also require that the group have insurance and provide police detail during the tournament.
b) Facility Permit Requirements

11. OTHER 
1) Saturday, J. Sumner and L. Comeau planted pansies downtown at Monument Square.
2) J. Sumner spoke with the City’s attorney at Kopelman & Page in regards to the Lassie
      League License Agreement.  Since it is not our property, the names that should be on the

      License Agreement should be the Conservation Commission and the School Dept. and not

      the Recreation Commissioners’ signatures.  J. Sumner needs to find out if we will still

      facilitate the agreements for them or they should take them over.

3) The Mayor emailed J. Sumner, Marco at the Conservation Commission and Bill Mitchell at the Assessor’s Office asking to see if there is any land that the City can purchase at Whalom Lake in order to have swimming near where the State boat ramp is.  Are there any houses there that would sell?
12. CORRESPONDENCE – Skate Park renaming by the Fortuna Family – Jim Lanciani spoke up at the City Council Meeting last night that he feels bad for the family but the area is already named after Zamar Shepherd.  The Mayor said the Sentinel got it all wrong and that they are not renaming the whole park but a new structure, refurbished structure of the Skate Park or bench.  The Mayor and City Council would handle the naming.  We had a plan for where the old playground was but it is school property.  It was a plan to expand the skate park maybe in the future.  And if we were to get grant money then the school would probably turn that land over to the Recreation Department.  We need to take care of what we already have right now.
Larry Cordio contacted J. Sumner about the high cost of using Doyle Field Bowl.  He would like to partner with the Recreation Dept. to get our program rates. The commission feels we cannot take on a youth sports league with the staff we have.  
13. MEETINGS 









a) Commission and Subcommittees set dates – The next Recreation Commission Meeting will be on Monday, April 11th at 5:00 pm.  The Commission has also decided to change the days the meetings are being held during the spring and summer months – to the second Tuesday of the month.  Dates are as follows: May 10th, June 14th (no meeting in July), August 9th, and September 13th.




14. ADJOURN at 7:20 pm – motion made by J. O’Neill, 2nd by L. Charpentier.  All in favor. 









