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Section 1
Plan Summary

The 2014-2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan affirms the City's strong commitment to protect and enhance its natural and recreational resources. The Plan reflects a city that understands the benefits and strength of partnerships and the value of leveraging its assets with State and private funds to accomplish more of its desired open space and recreational goals. It depicts a city that possesses a renewed interest in and an understanding of the urgency of protecting its open spaces, and therefore, the City's unique character and quality of life. 
The Plan's goals and objectives reflect the City's continued strong interest in watershed protection, creating a more equitable distribution of recreational areas throughout the City and implementing an outreach program to educate landowners on land protection options. The following eight (8) goals were developed by the Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee to further open space protection and recreation efforts in the City over the next seven years:

1. Make our recreational areas more attractive and accessible to encourage increased use by local residents.
2. Increase the range of recreational opportunities for all ages and abilities within the City.
3. Expand and enhance the trail network within the City of Leominster.
4. Make Leominster a recreational destination within the state.
5. Take a more pro-active stance with regard to the promotion of healthy and active lifestyles.

6. Acquire key parcels of land to enhance our parks, open space inventory and watershed lands.

7. Provide an Open Space and Recreation Plan that is up-to-date and fully useable.
8. Improve maintenance for all City parks, playgrounds, trail heads, trails, and open space areas, along with providing clean, safe, enjoyable, and aesthetically appealing recreation sites. 
Section 2
Introduction

2.A
Statement of Purpose

In order to plan for future open space preservation and recreational needs and to qualify for state funding opportunities, the City of Leominster is updating its 2006 Open Space & Recreation Plan. As far back as 1974, open space plans have been utilized to assist the community in meeting the residents' needs for open space and recreation. The goals and objectives from this Plan will provide Leominster with an effective resource management and protection strategy for the next seven years.

With strong leadership from the Mayor and with solid financial management, the City is moving forward with confidence in its ability to protect those parcels that need to be protected for present and future generations. As evidence of the City’s vigorous open space protection efforts, between January 1, 2002 and May 2007, the City purchased the following parcels consisting of 191.8 acres through the state’s LAND Grant Program (formerly known as Self-Help) to protect the City’s water supply and to expand the Monoosnoc Greenway located on the City’s west side:

	Location
	Assessors MBLU#
	Property Name
	Acres
	Grant & Year

	Leominster BL, Oak Road and Larch Road
	454/148/0, 454/151/6, 454/152/8, 454/157/0, and 454/159/6
	Flannagan Lots
	6.77
	2002 Self-Help* 

	off Route 2
	429/3
	Mullan Property
	6
	2002 Self-Help*

	Elm Street
	535/5 and 537/2
	Anderson Lots
	30.81
	2002 Self-Help* 

	Elm Street
	408/4
	Vachon Property
	2.94
	2003 Self-Help*

	Elm Street
	525/1
	Piermarini Property
	12
	2003 Self-Help* 

	Granite Street
	513/1
	Pappas Property
	23
	2003 Self-Help*

	North of Granite Street
	513/3
	Day Property
	6
	2003 Self-Help*

	Revolution Drive
	363/64
	Leominster Land Trust Property
	3.87
	2003 Self-Help* 

	Revolution Drive
	363/60, 62, 63
	Secured Financial Limited Partnership Property
	9.32
	2004 Self-Help* 

	160 Chestnut Street
	516/10
	Neely Property
	8.87
	2005 Self-Help* 

	1041 Mt. Elam
	362/16
	Nutting Property
	12.3
	2007 Self-Help*

	Mt Elam
	429/5b
	Amico Property
	55.8
	2006 Self Help*

	West Jungle Rd
	305/9
	Barnes Property
	10.6
	2006 Self Help*

	Jungle Rd
	305/10
	Barnes Property
	3.52
	2006 Self Help*


Note: * Self-Help Grant Program is now known as the LAND Grant Program.

In addition, the City has been awarded funding from Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services (DCS) during the past ten years for the following open space and recreation projects:

1. $87,000 PARC grant awarded in 2008 for two new playground structures at the Doyle Field Imagination Station.

2. $500,000 PARC (formerly Urban Self-Help) grant for the second year of work on Doyle Field. This phase includes building a press box and a media box, concession stands and two restrooms accessible to people with handicaps. 

3. $238,000 LAND (formerly Self-Help) grant to protect 16.15 acres that links Leominster Water Department land to Sholan Farms (Barnes Property on Jungle Road - Map# 305, Lot#s 9 and 10). This property is located in the southeast section of the City near the borders of the Towns of Sterling and Lancaster in an Industrial Zoning District. 

4. $500,000 PARC (formerly Urban Self-Help) grant to support the construction of the Twin City Rail Trail in Fitchburg and Leominster. The money will be used to acquire an abandoned rail corridor from CSX Transportation. The land will be railbanked, which means it could later be bought back at fair market value should there be a need to put the rail corridor back in use.
5. $500,000 Gateway Park Program grant from the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs in 2010 for Phase I of the Monoosnoc Brook walkway that runs from Mechanic Street to Central Street. The project includes a walkway, benches, an archway and improved the environmental health of the brook.
6. $800,000 Gateway Park Program grant from the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs in 2013 for Phase II of the Monoosnoc Brook walkway running from Mechanic Street to the Comb & Carriage District. Design is currently underway for this project.
7. $104,000 was awarded to the City from Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs/PARC program in 2010 for the installation of a playground at Fournier Field.
8. $181,000 was awarded to the City from the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs/PARC program in 2012 to build a new playground abutting the Southeast Elementary School and the Leominster State Pool. 
9. $400,000 was awarded to the City from Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs/PARC program in 2013 for renovations to Barrett Park.  
Since 1994, the City of Leominster has leveraged state and private funds with its own funds to permanently protect 950.24 acres (see table in Appendix D for parcel information). While eliminating development on these acres, these purchases also inhibited future development on several other large tracts of private land. The development of these parcels could have had a significant adverse effect on local water quality and community character and, specifically, on the wildlife habitat, scenic quality and ecological integrity of the Monoosnoc Hill region where these parcels are located. The City intends to work with local stakeholders such as the North County Land Trust, The Leominster Trail Stewards, the New England Mountain Bike Association, The Trustees of Reservations, and the North Nashua River Watershed Association to identify and protect additional land.  
For the purposes of this Plan, the following definitions of protected open space are utilized. According to the DCS Open Space Planners Workbook, public land is considered to be legally protected open space under the following conditions:

· Certain lands that are acquired for natural resources purposes, meaning "conservation, development and utilization of the agricultural, mineral, forest, water, air and other natural resources" per Article 97 of the Articles of Amendment to the State Constitution. Furthermore, a 1973 opinion of the Attorney General stipulates that land acquired for these purposes cannot be converted to any other use without the following actions: 
1.) The local Conservation Commission must vote that the land is surplus to its needs;

2.) The park commission must vote the same if it is parkland in question;

3.) The matter must be taken up at Town Meeting or City Council and pass by a 2/3 vote;

4.) The City must file an Environmental Notification Form with EOEA's (Executive Office of Environmental Affairs) MEPA (Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act) Unit; and

5.) The matter must pass by a 2/3 vote of the Massachusetts Legislature. 
Lands protected by Article 97 are often owned by a municipal conservation commission, recreation commission, water department, or by a state or federal conservation agency (i.e., state Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) agencies or the federal National Park Service). Lands purchased for general municipal purposes are not protected by Article 97. 
· Land that is either acquired or developed with grant assistance from EOEA's Division of Conservation Services
Private lands can also be permanently protected lands if the deed is restricted by a Conservation Restriction, Agricultural Preservation Restriction, Historic Restriction or Wetlands Restriction. Land owned by the School Department, Department of Defense, Department of Corrections, major institutional holdings (colleges, hospitals, etc.), estates, corporate holdings, and landfills planned for closure and available for reuse are not protected.
2.B
Planning Process & Public Participation
To update the City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan, various municipal departments joined with representatives of local environmental organizations during the summer of 2013 to form an Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee. The Committee consisted of representatives from the Recreation Commission/Department, the Department of Public Works/Water Department, the Conservation Commission, Mayor’s Grant office, the Leominster Land Trust, and the New England Mountain Bike Association. Joanne DiNardo, Conservation Agent, Judith Sumner of the Recreation Department and Wendy Wiiks of the City of Leominster Grant Office co-chaired the Committee. Additionally, the City hired the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission to update the maps and Amy Petrone (former Leominster Assistant Planning Director/Community Development Block Grant Coordinator) as a consultant to assist in the gathering and the formatting of all the updated information into the draft and final Open Space & Recreation Plan documents. 

Following its formation in 2013, the Committee members met several times to review the existing Open Space & Recreation Plan and the associated maps in order to update and augment the information according to changes that have occurred in the City over the past seven years. The Committee held its first public meeting on April 9, 2014, and additional meetings were held bi-monthly throughout the year. Twenty (20) citizens attended the first and subsequent public meetings. The meetings were advertised in the Sentinel and Enterprise Newspaper and were also posted on the City’s website, the City Hall’s bulletin board, the Leominster Public Library and were in compliance with the Open Meeting Law. The meetings were posted on the Local Access Cable TV, the Leominster Trail Stewards Facebook page and the Leominster Facebook page. Articles about the updating process were published in the Leominster Champion Weekly Newspaper, the Sentinel and Enterprise Newspaper and the City Newsletter, which has a distribution of 2,000 people. E-mail blasts related to the update were sent by the Leominster Recreation Department to all present and past program participants and to anyone who ever requested information on recreational programs and facilities in the City. E-mail blasts were also sent by the Leominster Conservation Commission, through the Mayor’s Office via Constant Contact, New England Mountain Bike Association and the Leominster Trail Stewards. 

Development of this Open Space and Recreation Plan was built upon the combined efforts of previous Open Space oriented committees. To update the Plan, a public survey was distributed in September of 2007 through the Leominster Recreation Department subscriber list and the survey was publicized in the Leominster Champion and the Sentinel and Enterprise Newspapers. Goals in this Plan were derived from analysis of growth trends, the natural resources, maps of the City, an assessment of compliance with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and public perspectives gathered from the survey and the public forum. In response to the 2007 survey questions, people expressed strong interest in protecting open space for a variety of reasons, including recreational activities, water resources and wetlands habitat protection. They strongly supported state and city efforts to purchase land to protect the rural character of the City, and the ponds, lakes and wetlands against pollution. Respondents were split on the need for acquiring land for additional sports fields and mountain biking. A strong opinion surfaced the need to establish added open space and recreational sites in North Leominster.  

In June 2013, an on-line survey was conducted using Survey Monkey. The survey was posted on the City’s website and on the City’s Facebook page. Hard copies of the survey were sent to the Leominster Public Library, the Senior Center, the Spanish American Center, the La Pierre East Apartments and were available at the Recreation Department office.
From 2013-2014, members of the Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee also spoke with various city officials to gather some of the data needed for the update. Members attended meetings with the City’s Conservation Commission and the Planning Board to learn about environmental challenges facing those entities. Discussions were also held with the City’s Recreation Department, Water Department, Department of Public Works and the Historical Society. Goals in the plan were derived from analysis of growth trends, the natural resources, maps of the City, an assessment of compliance with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and public perspectives gathered from the surveys and conversations with City officials. 

Finally, in the spring of 2014, a draft of the Open Space & Recreation Plan was submitted to the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services (DCS), which gave the Plan conditional approval through April 2021. DCS provided comments pointing out items that needed to be addressed before final approval could be made. In addition, the draft plan was posted on the City’s website, advertised in both local newspapers and abridged versions of the draft plan were distributed to many City Departments, Boards and Commissions for comments and letters of endorsement. Comments and endorsements were provided by several City boards and committees as well as the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission.
2.C
Enhanced Outreach and Public Participation

The City of Leominster undertook the following activities to enhance outreach and increase the participation by the members of the City’s Environmental Justice populations:
· Representatives of City Council Districts, which included Environmental Justice neighborhoods, were part of the Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee.

· The Committee conducted meetings at night and during the day to accommodate the variable work schedules of participants and the public.
· The survey for the Open Space & Recreation Plan was posted on the City’s website and on the City’s Facebook page for the public to access, including those in the Environmental Justice populations. By posting the survey on-line, people who could not attend public meetings could still provide input as to their open space and recreational needs in the City.
· Paper copies of the survey in English and Spanish were distributed at the Spanish American Center, the La Pierre East Apartments for the Elderly on Spruce Street, and at the Senior Center, which provides a variety of services for seniors, including those of lower incomes.  
· The City’s Office of Planning & Development reached out to the Spanish American Center during the summer of 2014 regarding its open space needs. The Center, which is located on Spruce Street on the east side of Leominster, is in desperate need of open space and safe playground equipment for its summer program and for the children in the surrounding neighborhood. The children now play in the street and in the parking lot of a private business. 
· In May 2014, the Mayor’s Office and the Recreation Department held a public meeting to discuss improvements to the playground at 163 Third Street. The City has a grant application pending at the state level for the purchase of open space and a playground on Third Street. This playground and open space would serve a high concentration of young children within this EJ neighborhood. Extensive outreach in both Spanish and English to the neighborhood and the Hispanic /Latino community was conducted for the public hearing and the project in general. The Spanish American Center helped publicize the hearing to its membership and members attended the public hearing to make sure the needs and wants of the neighbors were heard. It was suggested that having an area for handball and basketball would be great for the community. 
Section 3
Community Setting
3.A
Regional Context
Surrounded by rolling hills, the City of Leominster is nestled along the North Nashua River Valley approximately forty miles west of Boston and twenty miles north of Worcester. The City is comprised of 28.90 square miles of land area and 0.88 square miles of water. The Towns of Westminster and Princeton to the west; Sterling to the south; Lancaster and Lunenburg to the east; and the City of Fitchburg to the north border the City. Route 2, the modern successor to the historic Mohawk Trail passes just to the north of the heart of the City. It acts as the terminus for Interstate 190, a major northbound and southbound connector, and forms an intersection with it just to the east of the city’s commercial center.

Due to its size and direct access to it from major highways, Leominster serves as the “hub” of the Montachusett Region. Leominster and many of the surrounding cities and towns within the region have been home to several of the State’s more mature-industries including the plastics, paper, and woodworking industries. The strong tradition of manufacturing and a supply of skilled blue-collar workers have provided a common link among communities within the Montachusett Region for over a century. In addition, the coordination between industries and the Leominster Center for Technical Innovation provides a strong gateway between students and local industry.  

The region is also noted for its forests, farmlands, orchards, lakes, rivers, and streams. The Leominster State Forest consisting of 4,265 acres in Leominster, Westminster, Princeton, and Sterling is an important open space resource that provides year round outdoor activities including hiking, cross-country skiing, and swimming. The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) (formerly the Department of Environmental Management (DEM) manages Leominster State Forest. Active and protected farmlands, recreation areas, and public and privately owned conservation lands are also prominent throughout the Montachusett Region. In the City of Leominster alone, approximately one-third of the land area is permanently protected open space. The two major property owners of this protected land are the Leominster State Forest and the Leominster Water Department. 

Water resources are also an important and aesthetic landscape feature of the City of Leominster and the entire Montachusett Region. The North Nashua River winds through Fitchburg, Leominster and the Town of Lancaster in a southeasterly direction. The North Nashua River Greenway, a continuous five-mile stretch through Leominster and Lancaster, provides trails for hiking and canoe access, and important wildlife habitat. 

The Montachusett Region has an abundant surface and groundwater supply. The City of Leominster maintains four separate water supply systems. The entire system is comprised of seven (7) surface reservoirs and three (3) groundwater wells all located within the City limits. In addition, the City has actively maintained a connection to the Wachusett Reservoir System to supplement the City's existing water supply system. The Wachusett Reservoir is under the management of the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA).

The City of Leominster and Montachusett Region experienced unprecedented residential growth during a building boom that occurred from 1985 – 1988. The residential building boom created a number of physical and demographic changes in the City of Leominster. According to 1990 U.S. Census figures, the City experienced a 10.5 percent increase in population (from 34,508 to 38,145) and a 20 percent increase in housing units during that decade. These increases were among the highest of any city in the State of Massachusetts. According to the 2000 U.S. Census, there was an 8.3% increase in population (from 38,145 to 41,303) and a 9.1% increase in total housing units (from 15,553 to 16,976) since 1990.  This growth leveled off in the past decade, most likely due to the economy and an aggressive Growth Management Plan that prioritized which parcels should be preserved and which should be developed.  From 2000-2010, the population in Leominster remained virtually the same decreasing slightly from 41,303 to 40,759.  

A number of factors contributed to Leominster’s growth during the 1980’s including the completion of Interstate 190 and the migration of households from the Route 128 and 495 corridors to less expensive communities in Central Massachusetts. Because of its comparatively lower land and housing costs and excellent highway location, Leominster became a choice community for housing development. Also, even though Leominster has a very busy downtown, it still has a vast amount of rural and country settings that attract outside buyers.

Over the past ten years, the City has been aggressive with economic development through the establishment of an economic development team that has developed key initiatives such as marketing, an on-line available commercial/industrial property database and “shop local” initiatives. The team also assists new and expanding businesses by helping them through the permitting process and by a technical review process that allows businesses to meet with City departments throughout the permitting process. These development efforts are assisted greatly by the ability to market Leominster as a hub of activity surrounded by open space and recreational opportunities. 
3.B
History of the Community
Leominster’s roots stretch back nearly three centuries to 1701 when “Lancaster New” was purchased from Chief Sholan of the Nashuaway Indian Tribe. Named for Leominster, England, the community took part in the historic shaping of the infant nation. During the first century of our history, Obadiah Hills started the manufacture of combs in the kitchen of his home, at about the time of the Revolution in 1775.  

The City of Leominster was incorporated by the Massachusetts Legislature on May 15, 1915. The first City election was held on the third Tuesday of December in the same year. On January 3, 1916, the City inaugurated Henry F. Sawtelle as its first Mayor. The official seal of the City of Leominster was adopted at the City Council meeting on December 26, 1916. It shows a Lion, an Indian, a Quaker and City Hall with the setting Sun in the background, manufacturing industries, agriculture and other symbols of the City. The design was from the studios of Henry C. Grover of Boston, Massachusetts.

The City’s inventory of historical properties includes a Downtown district and individual homes and factory buildings in the older sections of the City. The Monument Square District is located in the geographical heart of the City’s downtown.  It sits sheltered within the arm of Monoosnoc Brook, a tributary of the North Nashua River, and midway along the rising slope of the Nashua Valley.  Most of the structures in the Monument Square District date from the early 20th century and are illustrative of Leominster’s period of greatest industrial development. Concentrated in this region are Leominster’s first examples of commercial, ecclesiastical and civic architecture. It covers approximately 30 acres and 36 properties.

During the next hundred years Leominster produced many leaders for the community, commonwealth, and nation. James Gordon Carter, “Father of the Massachusetts Public School System,” – and really of all American public schools – was educated in Leominster at the beginning of the nineteenth century. John Chapman was born in Leominster and his legendary role as “Johnny Appleseed” is famous in American folklore. The great poet Vachel Lindsay wrote that Johnny Appleseed made the west a fruitful land; Chapman’s birthplace in Massachusetts apple country was chosen by the U.S. Post Office for the issue of a Johnny Appleseed stamp in 1966.  Both Chief Sholan and Johnny Appleseed would be proud that the City purchased Sholan Farms, the last pick your own apple orchard in Leominster which today boasts of 300 volunteers and operates at a profit with no assistance with the City’s general budget. 

Leominster is the “Pioneer Plastics City,” and more than one hundred local firms are devoted to plastics or diversified support industries. Historical accounts of the plastic industry in Leominster trace the original Viscoloid Company, formed in 1901 or 1902, to the DuPont Viscoloid Company in 1925, and to the Doyle Works of E.I. DuPont DeNemours & Company in 1930. The Viscoloid Company was the first comb producer in Leominster to use new plastic compounds, and at its peak boasted 62 buildings covering 40 acres of land along Lancaster Street.
3.C
Population Characteristics
3.C.1
Population Trends & Density

The City of Leominster experienced dramatic population growth and demographic shifts during the decade of the 1980’s. From 1980 until 1990, the population increased by 10.5% and from 1990 to 2000 and the population increased by 8.3%. During the subsequent decade, the population has essentially remained the same, decreasing by 544 from 41,303 in 2000 to 40,759 in 2010. For a breakdown of the age groups, please see the table below.
Leominster Population Breakdown by Age Groups

	
	2000 U.S. Census
	2010 U.S. Census
	Change from 2000 to 2010

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	#
	%

	Under 5 years
	2,929
	7.0%
	2,417
	5.9%
	-512
	-17.5%

	5 to 9 years
	3,101
	7.5%
	2,486
	6.1%
	-615
	-19.8%

	10 to 14 years
	2,910
	7%
	2,665
	6.5%
	-245
	-.8.4%

	15 to 19 years
	2,468
	6%
	2,699
	6.6%
	231
	9.36%

	20 to 24 years
	2,096
	5.1%
	2,359
	5.8%
	263
	12.55%

	25 to 34 years
	6,137
	14.9%
	5,063
	12.4%
	-1,074
	-17.5%

	35 to 44 years
	7,229
	17.5%
	5,640
	13.8%
	-1,589
	-21.98%

	45 to 54 years
	5,412
	13.1%
	6,686
	16.4%
	1,274
	23.54%

	55 to 59 years
	1,916
	4.6%
	2,721
	6.7%
	805
	42.0%

	60 to 64 years
	1,472
	3.6%
	2,236
	5.5%
	764
	51.9%

	65 to 74 years
	2,800
	6.8%
	2,800
	6.9%
	0
	0%

	75 to 84 years
	2,131
	5.2%
	1,969
	4.8%
	-162
	7.6%

	85 years and over
	702
	1.7%
	1,018
	2.5%
	316
	45%

	Total:
	41,303
	
	40,759
	
	-544
	


Source: 2000 U.S. Census and 2010 U.S. Census – www.census.gov
A variety of factors contributed to the population growth in Leominster during the 1980s and 1990s, including improved highway access, land availability, and lower housing costs. The development of the new housing fueled by this growth tended to occur in the northern and southern sections of the City where large tracts of land were available. The western section of the City with its lack of improved roads and municipal sewer and water service remained sparsely developed and the eastern portion of the City remained densely developed with little available land for new housing.
In the City of Leominster, the most densely developed area is in the geographic center of the City, where the downtown is located. Development, especially residential development, is most dense immediately around the downtown, where housing may be built in the Residence C Zoning District on lots as small as 5,000 square feet (.11 acres) in size. The density of residential development gradually decreases as the distance from downtown increases and is least dense in the western portion of the City where the underlying zoning district is the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) and the special district is the Water Supply Protection District (WSP). These two zoning districts are described in detail in Section 3.D.3 (Long-Term Development Patterns) of this Plan.
3.C.2
Household & Family Income
According to the 2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, there are 16,544 households in the City of Leominster for which income distribution was calculated. Of those households, 22% fell below $25,000 in income (compared with 27% in 2000), 38.4% generated income levels between $25,000 and $74,999 (compared with 49.2% in 2000), and 39.7% produced incomes of more than $75,000 (compared with 23.7% in 2000). The median household income is $59,604, (compared with $44,893 in 2000).  

While the median household income in Leominster increased by 24.8% between 1990 and 2000 and by 32.8% between 2000 and 2008-12, the median family income in the City increased by 30.4% and 39.0% for the same time periods (see table below). 

Median Family Income
	
	1990
	2000
	2008-12 Estimate
	Percent Change from 1990 to 2000
	Percent Change from 2000 to 2008-12

	Leominster
	$41,927
	$54,660
	$75,958
	30.4%
	39.0%

	Massachusetts
	$44,367
	$61,664
	$84,380
	39.0%
	36.8%

	U.S.A.
	$35,225
	$50,046
	$64,585
	42.1%
	29.1%


Source: www.census.gov
As shown in the table above, the increase in median family income in the City of Leominster over the 1990s is not as great as the changes in the median family incomes across the State of Massachusetts and the country over the same timeframe. However, while the City has a higher median family income when compared to the entire country, the City’s median family income lags behind that of the State. Since the City’s median family income has been consistently less than that of the State since the 1990s, this may indicate that Leominster families may have a higher need for publicly-supported services, including parks, playgrounds, and other public recreation facilities than other families in the State.

3.C.3
Context and Demographics of Environmental Justice Populations

Approximately half of the City’s 40,759 residents live within an Environmental Justice (EJ) neighborhood. Twelve (12) of the 26 census blocks in the City fall within an EJ neighborhood. The majority of the EJ designations are based on a high minority population, followed by income and income & minority characteristics.

A significant portion of the EJ census blocks lie on the east and south side of Leominster. In the 1990s, this area experienced an increase in crime and housing deterioration. Over the past twenty years, the City Administration has designated a large amount of resources including community policing funds, Community Development Block Grant housing rehabilitation funds, and infrastructure grants for projects to improve the area. The results have included three (3) new playgrounds, housing rehabilitation on almost every street, and a safer neighborhood. In addition, three former delapidated manufacturing buildings have been converted to housing through model public/private partnerships.  

In 2009, the City was awarded a state Gateway Action Plan Grant for the Comb & Carriage District, which is completely within an EJ neighborhood. The final product of the grant was a comprehensive plan to redevelopment the area. The City has used this plan as a guide for action and has already accomplished many of the plan’s goals. 

3.C.4
Employment Trends
The City of Leominster’s stature in the manufacturing of plastics is legendary, with over 120 plastics companies currently located within the City. The first comb factories in the United States were located here, which originally earned Leominster the moniker, “Comb Capital of the World.” There are three plastics companies in the list of the top ten employers in the City. Together, the top ten private employers in the City of Leominster employ 3,877 people, according to surveys conducted by the Leominster Office of Planning & Development.

Top Ten Private Employers in the City of Leominster

	Company
	Number of Employees
	Type of Business

	1. HealthAlliance Hospital
	1860
	Health Care

	2. Market Basket
	414
	Grocery Retailer

	3. International Rectifier
	286
	Advanced Power Management Technology

	4. Wal-Mart
	265
	Retail

	5. Georgia Pacific
	216
	Plastics/Injection Molding

	6. Byway/Plastican
	203
	Plastics Manufacturing

	7. Home Depot
	180
	Building Materials

	8. Quad/Graphics
	165
	Commercial Printing

	9. Hannaford/West
	150
	Grocery Retailer

	10. Fosta-Tek
	138
	Optical Plastics

	Total Employees:
	3877
	


Source: Leominster Office of Planning & Development

These ten employers are located in the northern, southern and eastern sections of the City since the western side of the City is mostly protected open space and does not offer public water and sewer connections. These employers generally do not contribute to the unprotected, but usable inventory of open space in the City. 

Over the 1990s, the economy of the City of Leominster shifted from a predominantly manufacturing-based economy to a predominantly service-based economy. In 1990, there were 6,065 employees in manufacturing jobs and 5,990 employees in service & public administration jobs. In 2000, the numbers shifted dramatically to 5,148 employees in manufacturing jobs and 8,685 service and & public administration jobs. By 2012, there were 3,295 employees in manufacturing jobs and 10,921 employees in service & public administration jobs. That time period also saw an overall drop in wholesale & retail trade jobs from 4,476 in 1990 to 3,003 in 2012. 

With the region’s economy so heavily based on manufacturing, as that industry base across the country began to suffer, the North Central Massachusetts region was disproportionately affected due to the nature of its economic base. In January 2010, the unemployment rate peeked at 11.9 percent. Over a 4-year period from 2009 to 2013, the rate remained two to three points above the state and national average. Although the region has seen a recovery, in 2013, the rate remained at 8.8 percent, still two points above the statewide average.  

As a result of the shift away from traditional manufacturing jobs, the City of Leominster has made an assertive effort to embrace other types of business sectors such as biotechnology, agriculture, and tourism in addition to assisting its existing businesses as they adapt to the changes in the economy. As part of this effort, the City of Leominster has reached out to biotechnology firms to make them aware of the available properties in appropriate zoning districts and the skill levels of the existing workforce in the City. The City has also worked diligently to provide all new businesses with opportunities to grow and locate on sites in Leominster that are appropriate for their development with regard to zoning, natural resources and municipal services. 

One of the barriers to attracting new jobs to the City had been the lack of infrastructure-ready land. Over the past decade, the City has utilized local, state and private funds to build two business parks that are now ready to attract new companies. The City’s Office of Planning and Development has both an Economic Development Director and a Small Business Coordinator to help expand the City’s economic base. With the upturn in the economy and the City’s willingness to embrace new industries such as the medical device industry, the City anticipates a continued decrease in unemployment in the City.  

In addition to its reputation for plastics and manufacturing, the City is well known for its agriculture and forestry. Leominster is the birthplace of Johnny Appleseed and in 2001, the City purchased and protected Sholan Farms, which was the last working apple orchard in the community. This working orchard joined the many other agricultural properties in the City including Harpers Dairy Farm and Gove’s Farmstand to offer various agricultural products to the public. 

3.D
Growth and Development Patterns
3.D.1
Patterns & Trends

Leominster’s early settlement pattern was dictated by its natural topography and resources.  Much of the City’s land was ideally suited for farming and other agricultural uses while the North Nashua River and its tributaries provided the necessary hydroelectricity for 19th century mill development. With the completion of a major highway network culminating with the opening of Interstate 190 in 1983, the City’s growth pattern has gradually shifted away from agriculture and industry and towards a more sprawling residential and commercial development pattern. 

Residential development patterns in the City can be seen through recent Planning Board and Building Department data. Between the fiscal years of 2010 and 2011, the Planning Board reviewed the construction of three (3) residential definitive subdivisions totaling 28 lots. During the same time period, the Planning Board reviewed and endorsed 28 plans submitted under Chapter 41, Section 81-P, Massachusetts General Laws - “Planning Board Approval Not Required”. 

While Leominster has increased in population over the years, the community has grown in a controlled manner. The City curtailed residential development on the western side through the purchase of key open space parcels and focused the development on more appropriate land.  This allowed for greater protection to the City’s water supply and for enlarging and enhancing the extensive greenway network in the Monoosnoc Hills area.  

Although there is a significant amount of permanently protected land in Leominster, there are many opportunities to develop and redevelop a significant portion of land in the City. The City has completed an updated analysis of available land and has planned an aggressive approach to purchase more land in the future.  In 2014, it is expected that the City of Leominster will be receiving a donation from the Leominster Land Trust of parcels they have held under their jurisdiction since its formation in the 1990’s.  
3.D.2
Infrastructure
a.
Transportation

There are three primary modes of transportation in the City of Leominster: car, bus and train. There are four (4) State Highways and one (1) Interstate Highway that service the City of Leominster. Route 2, located in the northern half of the City is a major east-west connector. Route 12 travels in a north-south direction for the full length of the City from the Town of Sterling to the south and the City of Fitchburg to the north. Route 12 has interchanges on both Route 2 and Interstate 190.  Route 13 runs north from Route 2 into the Town of Lunenburg and is the central artery for North Leominster. Route 117 runs east west and forms a connector between Route 12 and Interstate 190. Finally, Interstate 190 is a major north-south connector that extends from Interstate 290 in Worcester to Route 2 in Leominster. These highways give Leominster easy access to all major cities including Boston (one hour travel), Lowell (45 minutes), Worcester (30 minutes), Nashua, New Hampshire (one hour), and all other points north, south, east and west.

In addition to the car, residents travel in and around the City by bus. Local access to the City is provided by the Montachusett Area Regional Transit Authority (MART), which also provides connections with the regional bus service. Two New England area bus companies provide Leominster residents with transportation to all major cities in the New England area. Greyhound Bus (www.greyhound.com, Tel 1-800-231-2222) provides convenient connector service from Leominster to cities throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico. Peter Pan Bus Lines, Inc. (www.peterpanbus.com, Tel 1-800-343-9999) provides connections to major cities in the Northeast. Since the City does not have a bus terminal, buses arrive and leave from the gas station located near the Leominster-Fitchburg line at 528 North Main Street. 

As a third option, the residents can access local trains. Passenger service is provided by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) off Route 13 in North Leominster. Conrail and the Boston & Maine Railroads located off Lancaster and Nashua Streets respectively provide freight and intermodal service into Boston. Recognizing the need for additional parking, the Montachusett Area Regional Transit Authority constructed a new 300-car parking garage at the North Leominster train facility. The completion is scheduled for 2014. A similar facility was built almost a decade ago in neighboring Fitchburg.  

Within a one-hour radius of the City, Leominster’s residents have access to the following four airports.  

· Fitchburg Municipal Airport (www.fitchburgairport.com): This airport borders Leominster’s northeast corner and has two paved runways of 3,505 and 4,508 feet for corporate jet use. Other services at the airport are flight training, scenic flights, and charter flights.

· The Worcester Regional Airport (http://www.massport.com/worcester-airport/): This airport is located 20 miles south of Leominster. This airport offers a $15.7 million passenger terminal, which provides state-of-the-art passenger comfort and accessibility and features four jetway gates, two ramp level gates, two baggage carousels and a TSA installed passenger and baggage screening system. In addition, there are extensive General Aviation services available including aircraft repair, a flight school and a fixed base operator. 
· Laurence G. Hansom Field: Hanscom Field is located 28.1 miles east in Bedford, MA, has one runway that is 7,000 feet long by 150 feet and is a general aviation facility serving corporate aviation, flight schools, air charter operations, light cargo and private pilots for business or recreation.

· Logan International Airport: This airport is located 45 miles away in Boston, provides for all international air transportation.

The following four airports lie within 2 hours of the City of Leominster:

· Manchester Airport, 1 Airport Road (Exit 13 off Route 3), Manchester, NH: 53 miles, 1 hour, 19 minutes, (http://flymanchester.com/)

· T. F. Green International Airport, 2000 Post Road, Warwick, RI 02886, 1 hour, 33 minutes – 70.8 miles (http://www.pvdairport.com/)

· Pease International Trade Port, 36 Airline Ave, Portsmouth, NH 03801, 1 hour, 39 minutes – 76.2 miles, (http://www.flyportsmouthairport.com/)

· Bradley International Airport, Schoephoester Rd, Windsor Locks, CT 06096, 1 hour, 32 minutes, - 95 Miles (http://www.bradleyairport.com/home/) 

b.
Water Supply Systems

The City of Leominster maintains four (4) separate water supply systems: Notown Reservoir, Fall Brook Reservoir, Distributing Reservoir, and the Southeast Corner (SEC) Well. The entire water supply system is comprised of seven (7) surface reservoirs and three (3) groundwater wells all located within the City limits. The City also actively maintains a connection to the Wachusett Reservoir System to supplement the City’s existing water supply system. The Wachusett Reservoir is under the management of the Massachusetts Water Resource Authority (MWRA).

Water supply for new developments is currently a topic of concern in the City of Leominster. In response to a plethora of residential subdivision plans submitted to the Planning Board in 1999-2000, the Leominster Department of Public Works/Water Department commissioned an independent study of the water system in South Leominster in early 2000. The study was completed in January of 2001. In the meantime, the City is working closely with the applicants on the issue of water supply options for their projects. For more information on the water supply systems in the City of Leominster, please refer to Section 4 (Environmental Inventory and Analysis).

c.
Sewer Service

The central portion of the City is connected to public water and sewer service. On the outskirts of the community, such service is not available at this time. This lack of service has inhibited growth because it forces developers to factor the cost of the service provision into the overall cost of a project. As a result, the western portion of the City, which is located the farthest away from main roads and highways, has remained largely undeveloped. The City completed a Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan that will be used for any future sewer extensions. After many years, the eastern portion of the City is beginning to see development projects that are accompanied by water and sewers in the commercial and industrial zoned parcels. Leominster has recently completed work under the EPA’s sewer separation regulations, separating storm water from wastewater across the City. Leominster is one of the few communities to complete this work in the State of Massachusetts. In addition, the City has implemented a “fix it first” policy which mandates that any underground utility work be completed before the road is paved to avoid costly repeat paving within a limited time frame. 

Leominster has also completed the required phosphorous removal treatment at the wastewater plant. This was part of a projected $42 million upgrade that is presently being done to bring the wastewater plant into compliance with new technology and cost efficient operation. The first phase will cost $28 million and should be completed by the summer of 2015. The balance will be done as funding allows.

3.D.3
Long-Term Development Patterns
a.
Land Use Controls/Zoning
The City has been working on the following planning projects during this update to the Open Space & Recreation Plan:

· The City of Leominster has recently completed a complete overhaul of their zoning ordinance.  
· Redevelopment of the Rockwell Village Neighborhood - This project encompasses a mix of market rate and affordable housing in a once blighted area in the downtown. Most recently, one of the largest former manufacturing buildings has been converted to a mixed use project, eliminating a significant blighted area.  The adjacent property, the last remaining dilapidated property in that area is under contract for affordable housing development.  
· Redevelopment of the Comb & Carriage District Neighborhood – The City has worked with the private sector for continued redevelopment of the area. The City received a Gateway Action Plan grant from the state to study the neighborhood and set priorities. Out of that grant came a $1 million grant from the state to improve infrastructure with private sector development including the development of 40 units of family housing at 142 Water Street which rehabbed or demolished several blighted buildings at a major intersection.  Also, Whitney Development rehabbed another old mill building into a small business center just down the street from 142 Water Street.  

· Update of the City’s 5-Year Consolidated Plan, which is a requirement of the Community Development Block Grant Program/U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD). 
What follows are descriptions of land use controls & zoning regulations currently in force in the City of Leominster:
Water Supply Protection District – The Water Supply Protection District is defined as all lands within the City of Leominster lying within the primary and secondary recharge areas of groundwater, and all watershed areas of reservoirs that provide public water supply. The areas are designated as the Leominster Water Supply Protection District on the City’s official Zoning Map. The provisions of the overlay district supersede those of the underlying zoning in cases where its provisions are the more stringent of the two. In the reservoirs’ watershed, the underlying zoning is Rural Residential (RR). 

Leominster’s RR Zoning District is mapped throughout the western part of the City and includes all the privately held watershed land in the vicinity of the Notown, Haynes, Morse, and Fall Brook Reservoirs. The RR district permits rural residential and agricultural uses. The district’s three (3) acre lot size requirement is one of the most stringent of any Zoning District in Leominster. Because the RR district is intended for agricultural areas, however, it is more permissive regarding land use than are the other residential zoning districts in Leominster. Within the watershed, the overlay district restricts some agricultural activities that otherwise would be permitted in an RR district.

In the critical recharge area of the water supply wells, the underlying zoning is Residence A (RA). The RA district is as restrictive as the RR district regarding land uses and it has a minimum lot size of 3 acres. The most noticeable effect of the Water Supply Protection District in this area is the increase in required minimum lot sizes in proximity of the wellfield.

The Water Supply Protection District regulations list permitted, prohibited, and restricted land uses, as well as uses allowed by Special Permit. Permitted uses include recreational activity, operation and maintenance of existing water supply facilities, repair of existing structures (provided there is no increase in impermeable area), and non-intensive agricultural uses. Applicants for Special Permits for such land uses as those specified in the Table of Uses must submit a detailed site plan as part of their application to the Planning Board, showing all required provisions for prevention of groundwater pollution, the proposed construction staging and work areas, a drainage plan, and a siltation and sedimentation plan.

Open Space Community Development – Open Space Community Developments are permitted through the 2013 Leominster Zoning Ordinance Article XII, Section 22-64. The purpose of these developments is to allow for greater flexibility and creativity in design of residential subdivisions, while encouraging permanent preservation of open space, agriculture lands, and other natural resources. The gross density of dwelling units in these cluster configurations may not exceed the maximum allowable density in a conventional configuration. In an RR district, the minimum lot area in Open Space Community Developments is 15,000 square feet, as opposed to 1 acre for conventional developments. Open Space Community Developments can be more appropriate than conventional developments in watershed areas because impervious surfaces cover less land area and the more environmentally sensitive parts of the development tract may be left undisturbed as part of the common land.
Subdivision Regulations – The subdivision of land is regulated under the Massachusetts Subdivision Control Law, which is administered by the Leominster Planning Board. The rules and regulations establish standards for the construction of street and municipal services to ensure sanitary conditions in subdivisions and protection of natural features. The three stages of review by the Planning Board include an optional pre-submission review, a preliminary plan, and a definitive plan. The definitive plan stage involves the most detailed submission requirements that must include a plot plan; a site plan with grading, buildings and landscaping; a street design plan; a storm and sanitary sewer plan; and a water supply plan. The regulations include specific requirements for storm and surface water drainage system design, which must be approved by the Department of Public Works. Provisions must also be made for storm water easements or drainage rights of way where a subdivision is traversed by a watercourse, drainage way, channel or stream.

The current regulations include a discretionary requirement that the developer prepare a Development Impact Statement (DIS) in which the environmental, fiscal, and socio-economic impacts of the development are evaluated. Environmental impacts to be considered in the DIS include destruction, damage, or impairment of natural resources of the City attributed to any of the following: water and air pollution, improper sewage disposal, pesticide pollution, excessive noise, impairment and eutrophication of rivers, streams, floodplains, lakes, ponds, or other surface and subsurface water resources, and destruction of wetlands, open spaces, natural areas, parks, or historic districts/sites.

Site Plan Review/Approval – Leominster’s Zoning Ordinance requires Site Plan Approval for developments of significant size, which are defined as developments in which a new use or expansion of an existing use will result in 10 or more new parking spaces or the creation of 10,000 square feet or more of gross floor area. Site Plan Approval is intended to facilitate traffic control, ensure adequate drainage, and protect the environment, property values, abutting properties, and visual amenities.  

The Site Plan Approval process is administered by the Planning Board, subject to review by the Director of Inspections, the Board of Health, the Conservation Commission, the Fire Department, the Police Department, and the Department of Public Works, as appropriate.

Growth Management – The City adopted a Growth Management Plan (GMP) in 1987 that was prepared by an appointed Growth Management Advisory Committee. The protection of environmental resources – including water bodies, parks, and unique natural features – is among the stated goals of the GMP. Measures to control earth removal, clear cutting, and “other practices that encourage soil erosion” are recommended.  The City continues to pursue land to acquire to protect the City’s reservoirs and wellfields and encourages landowners who own land abutting reservoirs or wellfields to classify their land with the state as Chapter 61-A or 61-F.

b.
Scheduled and Proposed Development

The City of Leominster is seeing a variety of development along its major travel routes and highways. In the 2000’s, the City saw the completion of two major projects, the 500,000 square foot mixed use development by New England Development on Route 117 near Interstate 190 and Orchard Hills Park, a 360,000 square foot development near Route 2 in North Leominster.  

Over the past decade, the City has received support through state grants for the development of two major business parks – Southgate Business Park on the City’s south side on Route 12 near the Sterling line and Leominster Business Park on Route 117.  Both parks are currently being marketed and have current prospects.  

With regards to residential projects there were two major developments on the horizon in 2005 and the update of those projects is as follows:  Brooks Village, (former Bart’s Farm, 900 Central Street) is an age-restricted condominium development (> 55) community comprised of 342 units and was 75 percent completed as of 2013. The Crown Point 251-home residential subdivision at Legate Hill Road, originally submitted in 2006 has been held up and is not approved as of 2013. At this time, the City is reviewing a number of other plans for residential, commercial and industrial projects. 

c.
Maximum Build-Out

The Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) and the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) conducted a build-out analysis of the City of Leominster in the fall of 1999. The results of the analysis in general for population, students, households, and water use can be found in the tables below.  

General Results of Build-Out Analysis for the City of Leominster
	
	1990
	1998
	Build-Out
	
	Gallons
	Gallons

	Population
	38,145
	40,208
	55,376
	
	Per Day
	Per Day

	Students
	4,542
	6,039
	8,570
	
	in 1998
	at Build-Out

	Households
	14,834
	16,110
	22,772
	Water Use
	4,204,000
	6,848,000


This analysis included the future subdivision of large unprotected parcels of land that are currently being used for non-residential purposes and may not be subdivided into residential lots in the future, such as golf courses & a rifle range. As a result, the figures for the additional residential lots, dwelling units, and residents appear to be higher than what is predicted by the local government.  

Section 4
Environmental Inventory and Analysis

4.A
Geology, Soils, Topography
Leominster is located on the Worcester County Plateau or Central Uplands Region. According to the United States Census Bureau, the city has a total area of 29.8 square miles (77 km2), of which 28.9 square miles (75 km2) is land and 0.9 square miles (2.3 km2), or 2.96%, is water.

Leominster is primarily located on a plateau above the North Nashua River. The river runs through the eastern proportion of the city and then cuts through the northern part of the city as it meanders towards Fitchburg. Northern and Western Leominster have a more rugged terrain defined by scattered hills. The most prominent hills are both the North and South Monoosnoc Hills in the western part of the city. The South Monoosnoc Hill is the highest point in the town at 1,020 feet above sea level and the North Nashua River is the lowest point at 350 feet. In the 19th century, the south hill was quarried for granite used in home foundations. West of the two hills lies the Notown Reservoir and Leominster State Forest. To the east, lies the Monoosnoc Brook which winds through the center of town and was an important power source for early manufacturers.

The bedrock consists of mostly igneous and metamorphic rocks with surficial glacial deposits. The Worcester County Plateau consists of a peneplain (Alden, 1924), and its general elevation is approximately 1,000 feet above sea level. This plateau contains many pre-glacial valleys, which are now partially filled with sand and gravel. These areas yield tremendous amounts of ground water. 

The western portion of Leominster contained tall peaks in the glacial periods, which were worn down through many thousands of years of erosion. The rolling hills resemble post-glacial erosion with boulder-strewn fields and eskers and drumlins. 

Emerson (1916) identified the rock formations found in Leominster. They are the Worcester Phyllite, Oakdale Quartzite, Boylston Schist, Fitchburg Granite, and the Paxton Quartz Schist.  With the exception of the Fitchburg Granite which is considered to be of Triassac Age, the other formations have been identified as of Carboniferous Age (Emerson, 1916). Rock outcrops may be observed in the Rocky Hill and Long Hill Pegmatite areas, North and South Monoosnoc Hills, the railroad tracks in the southeast section, the Fitchburg-Leominster boundary on Route 2 east, Elm Street, particularly at the Leominster-Sterling Town line; and Wachusett Street, especially at the Fall Brook Reservoir. Smaller outcrops are visible along West Street, Abbott Avenue, Thayer Street, and Smith Street.

Common rock types found are pegmatite, granite, quartzite, gneiss, schist, phyllite, granoldiorite, and slate. Minerals commonly found are clear quartz, smoky quartz, milky quartz, sillimanite, staurolite, garnet, biotite, mica, muscovite mica, and alusite, black tourmaline, blue tourmaline, green tourmaline, orthoclase feldspar, plagioclase feldspar, spodumene, hornblende, and pyrite. 

There are five (5) major soil groups found within the City. They consist of the following:

Canton - The Canton series soils cover approximately 7.5% (1,413 acres) of Leominster’s land area. These soils consist of very deep; well-drained soils on glaciated upland slopes and generally range between 3 and 35 percent. The Canton soils have a very stony or extremely stony surface except where development has occurred. These soils have limited development potential in steeply sloped areas.

Hinkley - The Hinkley series soil comprises 12.7% of Leominster’s land area. This soil series consists of very deep excessively drained soils on streams, terraces, eskers, kames and outwash plains. The soils are formed in post-glacial outwash slopes ranging from 0 to 35 percent. Hinkley series soils are very permeable, which facilitates water movement rapidly. The soils on the surface are usually stone free; however; they may contain cobblestones and a few stones. These soils can accommodate septic tank effluence readily due to their extreme porosity.

Hollis - Hollis series soils consist of shallow well-drained or somewhat excessively drained on uplands. The soils are generally formed in glacial outwash till. These soils comprise approximately 10.9% of Leominster’s total land area. The depth of bedrock is usually within ten feet of the land surface. These soils occur on gently to very steep slopes. The soil surface is usually extremely stony. Development on this type of soil is usually very limited due to its proximity to the underlying bedrock.

Paxton - Paxton series soils make up approximately 23.4% of Leominster’s total average. This soil is predominately found throughout the watershed of western Leominster. This soil consists of very deep well-drained soils on glacial till upland slopes ranging from 3 to 35 percent. Paxton soils are adjacent to Canton and Woodbridge soils. The permeability of the surface soil and subsoil is moderately rapid to rapid. However, Paxton soils have an impermeable hard pan approximately two feet below the surface. The soils have a stony to extremely stony surface with stones below the surface. There are moderate limitations for roads and commercial development.  The soil is considered prime agricultural land.

Woodbridge - These soils comprise 10.1% of Leominster’s land area. These soils are moderately well drained soils on glacial till uplands. The soils are formed in firm glacial till. The soils have a moderately rapid permeability. The subsoil is underlain at about 18’ of a hardpan.  This leads to a high water table in the springtime. The surface of the Woodbridge soil is extremely stony surface. There exists a moderate limitation for roads and development.

Leominster’s topography varies from steep, hilly areas to broad, flat flood plains. Three broad topographical types exist in the City. They are as follows:

Uplands - The Uplands topography represents part of a north-south ridge of steep hills running along the City’s southern and western borders with Sterling, Princeton and Westminster. This is very easily noted while traveling west along Interstate I-190 or Route 2.

The uplands primarily consist of well-forested areas on rocky, shallow soils. They comprise about two-fifths of the City and range in elevation from about 600 to 1,000 feet. There are several prominent hills associated with the ridge, including: Bayberry Hill at 1,068 feet; Carter Hill at 720 feet; Long Hill at 870 feet; South Monoosnoc at 1,157 feet, and North Monoosnoc at 985 feet.

Much of the uplands remain undeveloped and protected by Leominster State Forest, the Leominster Sportsmen’s Club lands and City-owned watershed and conservation lands. These upland areas are highly important since the watersheds of all the City’s reservoirs are located here; providing drinking water to Notown, Morse, Fall Brook and the Distributing Reservoirs.

Midlands - The Midland topography is situated on both sides of the North Nashua River floodplain, include most of the populated areas of the City. These areas are located in North Leominster, along the borders with Fitchburg and Lunenburg, and running through the center of the City along Route 12. These gentle rolling hills of glacial till and outwash deposits comprise about one-half of Leominster’s land area. They generally range between 300 to 500 feet in elevation with a few prominent hills in excess of 600 feet in elevation.

Lowlands - The Lowlands are located beside the North Nashua River which runs diagonally along the eastern side of the City.  The major floodplain areas range from about 280 to 350 feet in elevation and make up one-tenth of the land area. Although much of the northern stretch of the lowlands has been developed for commercial and industrial uses, most of the southern portions below the Leominster Waste Water Treatment Plant have been set aside as conservation areas.  These conservation areas include the Lane-Comerford Area, which is a series of parcels owned by the State of Massachusetts, as well as several smaller abutting parcels under the jurisdiction of the Leominster Conservation Commission.
4.B
Landscape Character

The City of Leominster contains a diversity of nature within its urban borders ranging from the steep forested hills surrounding Notown, Haynes, Fall Brook and Distributing Reservoirs to the grass and cattail wet meadows and shrub swamps within portions of the inner city to the bottomland hardwood swamps along the North Nashua River. These unique areas are important to the character of the City and to its resident’s quality of life. The positive values and benefits these natural areas contribute to the City and its citizen’s enables one to see the real need to acquire and protect open space for all of Leominster’s future generations.
4.C
Water Resources
4.C.1
Watersheds, Surface Water, Aquifer Recharge Areas

Water bodies cover approximately 653 acres (3.5%) of the land area in the City. There are seven ponds and one lake within the City of Leominster. The one lake, Lake Samoset, is privately owned and is maintained by the Lake Samoset Property Owners Association. Property owners utilize the lake for swimming, boating and other water activities. The lake is partially spring-fed and partly supplied by Fall Brook. 

The North Nashua River flows through the City of Leominster for a distance of five miles beginning at the Fitchburg Airport diagonally to the Lancaster Town line. The Nashua River Watershed Association has helped to protect nearly ninety miles of North Nashua River shoreline, covering almost 9,000 acres in Central Massachusetts and Southern New Hampshire. Much of this land serves as a vegetated buffer, which protects the River from pollution and prevents soil erosion. The Lane Comerford property, more than 200 acres of public land along the North Nashua River, combined with conservation land in neighboring Lancaster forms five miles of continuous greenway with hundreds of acres of scenic landscape.

The Monoosnoc Brook drains from Pierce Pond, flows in and out of Rockwell Pond and drains into the North Nashua River. Urban runoff and combined sewers have contributed to high bacteria counts. The 2003 Monoosnoc Brook Rescue Plan was created by the Leominster Land Trust and the Monoosnoc Brook Greenway Coalition, Mass Watershed Coalition (MWC), Nashua River Watershed Association (NRWA) and with the help of busi​nesses and municipal officials. An EPA New England Healthy Communities Grant in 2006 was a catalyst to prevent pollution, reduce environmen​tal risks, and improve the Brook. As part of these activities, proj​ect partners evaluated 150 sites for storm​water remediation and received Section 319 Nonpoint Pollu​tion funding assistance from the EPA and Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. Combined local, state and federal involvement has achieved many encouraging outcomes, including those highlighted below.
Community Outreach - Informa​tion on pollution prevention is being provided through City schools, cable TV, newspapers, flyers sent to residents, and materials distributed at community events. Educational activities have spurred positive responses as homeown​ers, businesses, churches and community groups learn about rain gardens and oth​er pollution prevention practices. City officials have encouraged local builders to install bio-retention and pervious pav​ing that will reduce runoff impacts from development projects. Partners have also helped schoolteachers to involve their students in building rain gardens. Pollution Reduction - The Mayor's Office is a keen advocate for increased street sweeping, rain gardens and the Monoosnoc Brook Greenway Trail. The Leominster DPW has fixed leaky sewers and improved drainage systems with outlet hoods. Thirty-two rain gardens and bio-retention areas are cleansing run-off from streets and park​ing. In addition, a unique stormwater park on conservation land will help to renew Monoosnoc Brook and improve the North Nashua River.
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Granite Street Stormwater Park

The Granite Street Stormwater Park is being retrofitted with stormwa​ter best management practices (BMPs) to treat the first one-half inch of run-off from approximately four acres of as​phalt pavement roadway in the City of Leominster. The existing stormwater infrastructure collects untreated runoff from a series of catch basins, which is discharged directly to the Monoosnoc Brook. The Brook has been significant​ly impacted by this discharge, as dem​onstrated by a deposit of sand directly at the outfall.  The City owns the parkland, which is under the oversight of the Leominster Conservation Commission. The site is located in an abutting the 100-year flood plain associated with Monoosnoc Brook. The watershed of the Park is approximately 19.5 acres and includes about one mile of roadway. The site historically contained a mill that was powered by a dam located slightly upstream. The mill was demolished and the site was overgrown with several oak species. The dam was removed several years ago and a marsh has replaced the mill pond. 

Brook Monitoring
Project partners and neighborhood volunteers conducted monthly water sampling of five Brook sites in 2013. Macro invertebrates collected at four locations in 2007 indicate those sites were slightly to moderately impaired. Brook monitoring from 2008 through 2013 has shown better water quality and brook trout have been recently spotted - promising signs that stream life is on the mend and the Brook is becoming healthier for people.
As part of the EPA Health Communities Massachusetts Watershed Coalition (MWC) prepared a Stream Care Guide that offers helpful informa​tion for stormwater control. Pollution prevention and growth management are challenges for many municipal of​ficials. Ongoing restoration of the Monoosnoc Brook will supply more guidance to help communities repair local streams that are harmed by watershed development. For more information about stormwater and stream restoration, visit the MWC website: www.commonwaters.org. 
The following inventory includes the City’s reservoirs, ponds, lakes, rivers and brooks.

	Reservoirs
	Acres
	Type
	Ponds
	Acres
	Type

	Distributing
	6
	Enhanced (Dam)
	Barrett (Colburn) Pond
	8
	Enhanced

	Fall Brook
	83
	Artificial
	Bartlett
	24
	Enhanced

	Haynes
	54
	Artificial
	Goodfellow
	4
	Artificial

	Heywood 
	60
	Enhanced
	Pierce
	25
	Enhanced (Dam)

	Morse
	13
	Enhanced
	Rockwell
	10
	Enhanced

	Notown
	237
	Enhanced
	Rocky
	18
	Natural

	
	
	
	Simonds
	4
	Enhanced


	Lake
	Acres
	Type
	Rivers & Brooks 
	
	Length

	Samoset
	44
	Enhanced
	Fall Brook
	
	6 miles

	
	
	
	Monoosnoc Brook
	
	5 miles

	
	
	
	North Nashua River
	
	5 miles


The City of Leominster maintains four (4) separate water supply systems. To supplement its existing water supply, the City actively maintains a connection to the Wachusett Reservoir System. The Wachusett Reservoir is under the management of the Massachusetts Water Resource Authority (MWRA).

Notown Reservoir System - This system consists of Notown Reservoir, Goodfellow and Simonds Ponds. Notown Reservoir, the City’s largest reservoir, outlets into a channel known as Monoosnoc Brook. The channel flows into Goodfellow and eventually into Simonds Pond where the water is introduced into the municipal system. At this point there is an existing treatment plant. The water from the Notown System presently undergoes prechlorination, coagulation, sedimentation, filtration, corrosion control, taste remediation, iron sequestering, manganese sequestering, and disinfecting types of treatment. The operation is entirely gravity fed.

This system currently supplies the City with approximately 50% of its water. That translates into approximately 2.2 million gallons per day (MGD). The entire system has a total storage capacity of 711 million gallons. The watershed area totals some 3,339 acres. Approximately 634 acres of watershed land for the Notown System is outside this community with the 533 acres being within the City of Fitchburg. This poses a threat to the water quality of the reservoir.

Fall Brook Reservoir System - This system was originally comprised of both Fall Brook Reservoir and the Wass Meadow Well System. Due to the severe water quality problems, the City abandoned the Wass Meadow Well System. The Wass Meadow Well System is located in a densely populated area between Pleasant and Union Streets. Wass Meadow hosts a single water supply well. This system was opened in the late 1950’s as a supplement to the Fall Brook Reservoir System. Due to the severe water quality problems, the City abandoned the system. Future development in this area will be restricted due to the area being a large meadow type wetland.  
The water from the Fall Brook Reservoir System currently undergoes coagulation, sedimentation, filtration, corrosion control, taste remediation, and disinfecting type treatment. The treatment facility for the Fall Brook System was completed in 1988. In 1998 baffles were installed in the clear well and manganese removal was installed in 2008, which made a significant improvement in the water quality.

 

The Fall Brook Reservoir is located in the southwestern portion of the City. The system, opened in 1895, directly feeds into a water treatment facility constructed in 1988. The reservoir itself has undergone considerable rehabilitation. This was a result of severe water quality problems in the early 1980’s, which resulted in the closing down of the reservoir for a period of eight years.

 

Since the rehabilitation, which included dredging and identifying potential and existing contamination sources, the reservoir has continued to produce an excellent water supply. The system currently supplies the intermediate system with 25% or a daily average of one million gallons of water per day. The reservoir has a total storage capacity of 419 million gallons. The total watershed area for Fall Brook Reservoir is approximately 716.8 acres. The entire watershed area lies within the City limits. The system serves the southeastern portion of the City.
Distributing Reservoir System - This system is comprised of the Haynes, Morse, and Distributing Reservoirs. Haynes Reservoir is the highest in elevation of any surface water supply in the City. Distributing Reservoir is the receiving point of both Morse and Haynes Reservoirs. The low service system supplies approximately 25% of this municipality’s water supply, which translates to an average yearly consumption of 377.5 million gallons. The Distributing System has a total storage capacity of 206 million gallons, with a total watershed area of approximately 1,210 acres, which is entirely within the City’s corporate limits. The Distributing System is gravity fed and serves the French Hill section of the City.

 

This system has been updated with a new treatment plant that uses a Siemens Trident treatment system. The new treatment plant meets all Safe Drinking Water Act standards and is capable of adding new processes if required in the future.
Southeast Corner (SEC) Well System -  This system is comprised of three (3) different ground water wells. The SEC Wells recharge area consists of three (3) different zones. Zone I is usually a 400-foot radius around the wells. Zone II is determined by the area of direct contribution to the well (otherwise known as the zone of contribution). Zone III is the watershed area to the tributaries that feed the well. These zones have been defined by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. All of these “zones” have been delineated. Obviously the closer to the wells, the more they are susceptible to any contamination, with Zone I being the most critical and Zone III the least critical. A portion of each zone lies outside the City with Zone III having the greatest land area beyond the municipality’s limits.

 

The pump station for this system was upgraded in 2012 and provides disinfection and corrosion control. The pumps and motors were replaced for greater efficiency and the building was updated.
The water from these wells does not undergo any treatment prior to consumption. The wells are used to augment local surface water supplies when necessary. However, the wells can only supply a safe yield of 0.3 MGD. The Southeast Corner Wells are only utilized three (3) months out of a year.

4.C.2
Flood Hazard Areas

The flood hazard areas of Leominster are primarily located along the North Nashua River, which traverses along the northeast section of the City. Land use in this area includes residential, commercial, and industrial uses.

The principal flood season is in the spring due to the increased runoff caused by snowmelt. However, floods have occurred on the North Nashua River at various times throughout the year. Floods happen quickly due to the steep terrain of the riverbanks and narrow channels.

Low-lying areas of Leominster are particularly subject to periodic flooding. The North Nashua River and Monoosnoc Brook are among the major flood problem areas in the City. The North Nashua River experienced three notable high flows in March 1936, September 1938, and August 1955. During these floods, streets were inundated, dams were overtopped and bridges collapsed. 

The following dams can impact the City of Leominster:

	Dam Name
	Hazard Level
	Condition
	State ID
	National ID
	Owner

	Mill Pond Dam #3 
	Low
	             
	3-14-153-3
	MA0156
	Boston Paper Board Corp.

	Rockwell Pond Dam 
	High
	Good
	3-14-153-8
	MA0088
	City of Leominster

	Mill Pond Dam #9
	Low
	 
	3-14-153-9
	MA0156
	Xarras

	Smith Pond Dam*
	Low
	Breached
	3-14-153-10
	MA0228
	City of Leominster

	Pierce Pond Dam
	High
	Fair
	3-14-153-11
	MA0088
	Leominster Land Trust

	Notown Reservoir Dam
	High
	Fair
	3-14-153-12
	MA0087
	City of Leominster

	Notown Reservoir Dike
	High
	Good
	3-14-153-12
	MA0124
	City of Leominster

	Barrett Park Pond Dam
	High
	Poor
	3-14-153-13
	MA0228
	City of Leominster Recreation Dept.

	Day Street Dam
	Significant
	Fair
	3-14-153-14
	MA0156
	Charles Doyle

	Dam Above Lincoln St
	Low
	Drained
	3-14-153-14
	MA0156
	Unknown Owner

	Dam Name
	Hazard Level
	Condition
	State ID
	National ID
	Owner

	White Pond Dam
	Low
	--
	3-14-153-15
	MA0156
	Bernadette M. Fluet

	Old Power House Pond Dam
	Low
	Breached
	3-14-153-16
	MA0162
	

	Distribution Reservoir Dam
	Low
	--
	3-14-153-22
	MA0228
	City of Leominster

	Morse Reservoir Dam
	Significant
	Fair
	3-14-153-23
	MA0088
	City of Leominster

	Haynes Reservoir Dam
	Significant
	Fair
	3-14-154-24
	MA0088
	City of Leominster

	Lake Samoset Dam
	High
	Good
	3-14-153-26
	MA0086
	Lake Samoset Association

	Fall Brook Reservoir Dam
	High
	Fair
	3-14-153-27
	MA0086
	City of Leominster

	Bartlett Pond Dam
	Significant
	--
	3-14-153-28
	MA0103
	Leominster Sportsmen Assoc. 

	Simonds Pond Dam
	Significant
	Good
	3-14-153-30
	MA0087
	City of Leominster

	Goodfellow Pond Dam
	Low
	Good
	3-14-153-31
	MA0128
	City of Leominster

	Little Morse Pond Dam
	Low
	Fair
	3-14-153-33
	MA0228
	City of Leominster

	Rocky Pond Dam
	Low
	Fair
	3-14-153-34
	MA0250
	Comm of Mass - DEM

	Mill Pond Dam #35
	Good
	--
	3-14-153-35
	MA0156
	Brooks Village

	Richardson Lake Dam 
	Low
	--
	3-14-153-36
	MA0280
	Anna Richardson


See Resource Manual for profiles of each Dam

Data Source: Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation - July 8, 2003
Data does not include potential dam hazards originating in neighboring communities

* Smith Pond Dam was breached in May 2004 and no longer exists (Paperwork Not available yet)

The dams at Simonds Pond and Goodfellow Pond were repaired in 2005 and 2006 and are in good shape. The City did a spot repair of the dam and spillway at Distribution Reservoir four years ago. The City presently has a Phase 1 inspection pending for Rockwell Pond Dam, Fall Brook Dam and Dike and the dam and dike at Notown. The City will get an updated report on their conditions this spring.  Morse Dam is being engineered and scheduled to be repaired either this fall or next summer based upon funding availability. It is in poor condition. Haynes is the last water supply dam and it is in fair condition and was last inspected in 2011.

A floodplain district was established in 1969. The general boundaries of the floodplain district were shown on the Leominster, Massachusetts Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), dated September 16, 1982 and amended on March 16, 1983. This regulatory measure has been specifically designed to govern the use of the floodplain and to reduce flood damage. The State further requires that no person shall remove, fill or dredge any bank, flat, marsh, meadow or swamp bordering on an inland waterway without filing written notice of intention to do so with the City and the State Department of Environmental Protection.

4.C.3
Wetlands

Wetlands comprise 7.4% of Leominster’s land acreage, or approximately 1,339 acres. In North Leominster the major wetland area is located between North and Lincoln Streets. This area is comprised of both wooded (22 acres) and shrub swamp (35 acres). Between Joslin Street and the Leominster-Lunenburg border is another concentration of wooded and shrub swamp of some 38 acres. These wetlands are located in one of Leominster’s agricultural regions. Between Day Street and the Monoosnock Country Club, there is a 21 acre wetland area comprised of wooded and shrub swamp, as well as open marsh. There is another major concentration of wetlands, off of Harvard Street near Route 2 and the I-190 interchange consisting of over 65 acres. The Boston and Maine Railroad travels through this wetland area.

In Southeast Leominster, a major wetland and floodplain area is located along the banks of the North Nashua River. It contains approximately 51 acres of mainly wooded swamp, located north of Mechanic Street. There is a large floodplain area of over 185 acres located south of Mechanic Street. This area includes shrub and wooded swamp and open marsh. Other smaller concentrations exist off of Route 117, off of Jungle Road and in the vicinity of Pine Grove Cemetery. One other large wetland area is located near a trailer park off of Route 12.

The major wetland area in Southwest Leominster is located in the Bartlett Swamp area and adjacent to and including the Leominster Sportsmen’s Club. This area consists of over 160 acres of wetlands. The Bartlett Swamp property is under the jurisdiction of the Leominster Conservation Commission. Other smaller concentrations are located near Bayberry Hill, Fall Brook Reservoir, and along the banks of Fall Brook. In addition, approximately 54 acres of wetlands are located near Lake Samoset.

In Northwest Leominster, there are four main wetland areas. Behind Watertower Plaza, there are over 80 acres of wooded and shrub swamp and open marsh. From Pierce Pond to Rockwell Pond, along the banks of Monoosnoc Brook there is a thin band of wetlands consisting of over 30 acres. There is another thin band of wetlands on the western side of Distributing Reservoir and to the north of Morse Reservoir. Total acreage at this site is over 60 acres.

Farther to the west, in the Leominster State Forest area, there are approximately 85 acres of wooded swamp. At the base of both North Monoosnoc and South Monoosnoc Hills, there are two separate wooded swamp areas totaling close to 70 acres. Other smaller wetland areas are scattered throughout Northwest Leominster. Many are located in the Leominster
4.D
Vegetation
Nearly two-thirds of the City remains well forested, especially the western portion of the City. The majority of Leominster’s forestland consists of mixed hardwoods and softwoods. Most of the trees range in height between 40 and 60 feet. While there are pockets of mature growth and some young sapling/pole size stands, the overwhelming majority of our forests are middle-aged stands that had seen little management or thinning before 2009.

Oak and maple are the dominant deciduous tree species and white pine is the major conifer species in the City. The Northeastern United States was impacted by a major ice storm on December 11–12, 2008, which left about 1.25 million homes and businesses without power. The eastern slopes throughout the Leominster watershed area were coated with 1 to 3 inches (38 to 76 mm) of ice accumulation. Ninety percent of the trees were toppled and many fell on the roads. Any trees that fell quickly took down power poles. It took utility crews from 4 to as much as 20 days to get a look at the damage and start to restore power. The historic ice storm in 2008 decimated large tracts of red pine plantations that surrounded the City’s reservoirs. These pine trees were intentionally planted years ago to help maintain the quantity and quality of the adjacent water supply, but stand conversions had been instituted to slowly remove these monocultures and replace them with native, natural stands of mixed hardwoods and pine. The ice storm expedited the implementation of the Leominster Forest Management Plan, which addressed swift removal of the dead trees and the mountains of dry and brittle red pine debris. The red pine stands have been completely removed and nature is now reseeding with natural forest species of red maple, cherry, white pine, oak, birch, and various native species. The reclamation work was completed in 2012. Since that time one partial stand of 75 red pines, off May Street at Fall Brook Reservoir, was blown down during a mini twister that took place on June 1, 2011. 

Hemlock is present in concentration in some of the older, untouched stands. To date, there is no serious outbreak of Hemlock woolly adelgid. These conifer stands add important diversity to our woodlands and wildlife habitat. 
Some unique forest stands also exist within the City including:

· A pristine hickory/hornbeam association that is uncommon in the area;

· An extensive American Beech stand that should be watched and carefully managed for its production of beechnuts that supports various wildlife and for its aesthetic value within the woodland trail system;

· Several extensive areas of native Mountain Laurel found within the protected lands of the City;

· A classic riverine hardwood forest along the eastern edge of the North Nashua River in the Lane Comerford Conservation Area owned by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR); and

· A large, classic shrub–savanna meadow in Sholan Farms that is a haven for upland birds and is being managed to restore and maintain the habitat for upland birds.
Within the forested areas of the City, several large wetland areas consisting of red maple swamps or shrub swamps surround the edges of our reservoirs. These wetland areas act as a natural treatment system for the water entering the reservoirs. These same wetlands also exist around several of our remaining water bodies and streams and provide significant habitat for amphibians, waterfowl and other wildlife that are more water dependent in their life cycles. In at least two wetland areas, significant wet meadow grasses, sedges and reeds exist to provide a unique diversity in the vegetation within the City. One of these sites needs further protection and restoration because it is home to over 75 species of flora all on a 20 acre site. 

Leominster is also home to rare plants. According to the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Program, there is a rare and endangered plant species located within the Bartlett Swamp Area. Panicum Philadelphicum commonly referred to as Philadelphia Panic-Grass. Mistletoe, a parasitic plant dwarf (Arceuthobium pusillum) is still believed to inhabit existing black spruce bogs in Leominster.

In addition to the forests in the City, trees are an integral part of the more developed portions of the community. For the 8th consecutive year, the City of Leominster was awarded the designation of Tree City USA, mainly because of the efforts of our Forestry Staff. This designation proves that Leominster is serious in its efforts to preserve our Urban Forest. The City’s Forestry Department maintains the street trees and documents trees removed and trees planted. The Forestry Department works together with the City’s Cemetery Department staffs under the direction of the General Foreman to produce a savings of thousands of dollars in labor costs related to the removal and planting of trees. To assist in the management of public trees, the City also has an ordinance that requires that any City-owned tree disturbed during private contractor work be replaced at the determination of the City Tree Warden. 
In 2008, the City lost a significant number of street trees due to an ice storm. Since that time, efforts have been underway to replace damaged trees. Beginning in 2009, the City’s crew began planting trees and shrubs along the Central Streetscape project. This project involved a Mass ReLeaf grant of $3,370 from the State. This crew planted 23 trees and 62 plants and shrubs along Central Street from Cheryl Drive to Grant Street. In 2010, 56 trees were planted on Route 13 as part of the paving program that took place the prior year. In 2011 an additional 46 new trees were planted. 

From 2012 to the present, the City has undertaken a multi-year major project to improve with new public shade trees and shrubs. This includes the landscaping of Monument Square and the area outside of City Hall along the front and on Church Street. The old, damaged trees and shrubs were removed and new plantings took their place. A planting method known as a xeriscape, or drought tolerant planting, was used to replant these grounds. An underground, drip irrigation system was installed to ensure the establishment of the new Coral Bark maples that were planted along with the holly bushes and other plantings.

As the City improves its other public spaces, it incorporates trees into the plans. The City has received two grants from the state for playground replacement. In each of those grants, two trees have been placed within the park. Recently, the City received a grant for the renovation of Barrett Park. Within that grant, 24 flowering trees will be placed at the park’s entrance. At this time, the City is applying for a playground renovation grant for the Third Street Playground & Water Park (Louis Charpentier Playground). Several trees will also be placed near the entrance to the playground for all ages to enjoy.
4.E
Fisheries and Wildlife

The City of Leominster, due to its diverse habitats, contains a variety of wildlife. The western area of the City provides sufficient woodland habitat for white-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, turkey, great horned owl, snowshoe hare, and red squirrel. Raccoons, skunks, and opossums are also present. Black bear, fox, eastern coyote and fisher cats have also been sighted in the area along with the occasional moose and bobcat. Agricultural land supports cottontail rabbits, ring-necked pheasants, red-tailed hawks, sharp-shin hawks, and woodchucks as well as bob-o-links, meadowlarks, bluebirds and red-winged blackbirds and even turkey vultures. 
The City’s wetlands support muskrats, minks, beaver, and otter and several species of waterfowl. The most common species are the mallard, loons, and wood duck, as well as the green winged teal. Great Blue Heron, Egret, and Kingfisher can also be spotted along the North Nashua River. A number of streams are stocked with trout in the City, as is Colburn Pond at Barrett Park. The Leominster Sportsmen’s Club also stocks Bartlett Pond and holds fishing derbies. 
In addition to wetlands, Leominster has twenty-two (22) certified vernal pools identified by numbers CVP 376-378, 634, 915-917, 1243, 1330, 1443-1449, 1565, 1863-1864, 3623, and 4018. Several of these vernal pools are located near one of the estimated habitats of rare species just south of Lake Samoset. Records are available in the Conservation office or through the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (see below for links to related websites).

(http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-conservation/report-rare-species/vprs-information-system.html or http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/).
The City of Leominster is fortunate to have several open space wildlife corridors of undeveloped areas that connect these habitat areas together. These corridors allow species to move from one habitat area to the next across the City and to the adjacent communities of Sterling, Westminster, Lancaster and Lunenburg. Examples of these corridors include greenbelts, parts of golf courses, parks and trails, watershed area, and wildlife habitat areas. Significant communities, including significant riparian communities and rare plant sites, have been conserved and preserved to retain living examples of natural ecosystems. The major wildlife corridors identified in the City of Leominster are listed below:
Watershed Property – Sholan to Westminster (South and North Leominster) - The watershed land corridor begins at Sholan Farms and Fall Brook Reservoir in the southern portion of the Cty, travels west across Wachusett Street, and on to Elm Street, and north through Leominster State Forest and No Town Reservoir. This huge expanse of protected space is important wildlife habitat to reptiles, amphibians, mammals as well as the plant community. The various portions are described in detail below:
· The No Town, Leominster State Forest and the Monoosnoc Ridge areas are comprised of 3,263-acres of crucial wildlife habitat featuring Forest, Wetland, Aquatic, and a Species of Conservation Concern. Forest Corridors are the best examples of large, intact forests that are least impacted by roads and development. Forest Corridors support many bird species sensitive to the impacts of roads and development and help maintain ecological processes found only in un-fragmented forest patches. Within this resource there is a 2,969-acre Forest Corridor which is the second largest in the ecoregion. It is part of an important cluster of Forest Corridors, which are only partially protected. Only 18 acres lie in Fitchburg. 

· The Lake Samoset area is comprised of a 237-acre Corridor Habitat featuring a Species of Conservation Concern. Strong populations of Spotted Turtles in good habitat (large, unfragmented, protected open space) continue to be of interest for the conservation of this species. This small, dark-colored turtle with yellow spots on its carapace inhabits a variety of wetlands year-round and nests in nearby upland s during  spring. Traffic on nearby roads and the private collection of these animals are the primary conservation concerns.

· Lincoln Woods Audubon Land that parallels Union Street beginning at Samoset Lake, includes a 107-acre Corridor Habitat featuring Aquatic Corridor and Species of Conservation Concern. Aquatic Corridors are intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological processes of the river or stream occur. They delineate integrated and functional ecosystems for fish species and other aquatic Species of Conservation Concern. The Fall Brook meanders through this area offering a continuous intact brook corridor, surrounded by wetlands. 

· From Hill Street to Wachusett Street, there is a 77-acre Corridor Habitat featuring a Forest Corridor, an Aquatic Corridor, and a Species of Conservation Concern. This area includes a stream and large wetland area, which eventually connects to the forested hillside that connects to the New England Power High Tension line. 

· The North Nashua River and adjacent bufferzone offers a 169-acre Corridor Habitat featuring a Species of Conservation Concern. Brook Snaketails are dragonflies whose nymphs can be found in clear, sand-bottomed streams with intermittent rapids, often flowing through dense wood land. This corridor meanders through the City from Leominster to Lancaster. 

· A North Leominster to Lunenburg 120-acre Corridor Habitat features a large Wetland Corridor. Wetland Corridors are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes those with intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated withdevelopment. These wetlands are most likely to support critical wetland function s (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. Only a small portion of this acreage is in Leominster. 

Sholan Farms (South Leominster) - The 167-acre farm was purchased and preserved by the City under Agricultural and Conservation protection. In 2002, the Friends of Sholan Farms were awarded a grant through the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP): This federal program provides technical and financial assistance for the development of upland, wetland, and aquatic habitat areas through the Farm Bill. With support from that grant, the Friends of Sholan Farms worked with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to develop a wildlife habitat development plan, which became the basis for the cost-share agreement that funded 75% of the project cost. Through this grant, the Friends of Sholan Farms reclaimed 40 acres of abandoned orchard, which is now a wildlife habitat home to nesting birds, deer, fox, coyotes and other wildlife. The remaining 120 acres is preserved as a farm in perpetuity and connects with the City’s and the Town of Sterling’s open recreation areas. Sholan Farms abuts Rocky Hill and the Clinton/Sterling Haywood Reservoir, which is part of a 1,169-acre Corridor Habitat featuring Forest Corridor, Wetland Corridor, Aquatic Corridor, Priority Natural Communities, and Species of Conservation Concern. This corridor is surrounded by hills, forests and farms. 
This area extends from Leominster Fallbrook Reservoir into Sterling, and follows the Wekepeke Brook drainage, which also features agricultural and open vistas. Concurrently, the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife acquired a conservation restriction (CR) on the Clinton-owned portion of the watershed, which is in Leominster. The CR provides for public access including fishing, hunting, wildlife viewing, and other wildlife-related recreation, but does not preclude the City of Clinton from tapping its water resources.  MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage Program identified lands surrounding the CR as Biomap Corridor wildlife habitats. 

Double Power Lines – Sterling to Westminster (South and North Leominster) - This corridor stretches through wooded and open field country-sides for six miles and 150 feet wide (roughly 104 acres) from the Leominster-Sterling line to the Westminster-Fitchburg line near No Town Reservoir. This corridor is largely undeveloped and uninhabited. Although several streets intersect the power lines, for the most part, these are rural streets. Pastures and power-line rights-of-way, which are less intensively altered than most developed areas, were also included since they provide habitat and connectivity for many species. Collectively, these natural cover types total 3.6 million acres across the state. An Ecological Integrity assessment was used to identify the most intact and least fragmented areas. These large Landscape Blocks are most likely to maintain dynamic ecological processes such as buffering, connectivity, natural disturbance, and hydrological regimes, all of which help to  support wide-ranging wildlife species and many other elements of biodiversity. 

Leominster Sportsmens’ Association and Bartlett Swamp (West Leominster) - The Leominster Sportsmen’s Association is located at 1455 Elm Street in Leominster, Massachusetts. Founded in 1886, its land encompasses 540 acres of woodland bordering the Leominster State Forest, plus Bartlett Pond, and Bartlett Swamp. This is an important wildlife corridor since it is comprised of upland woods as well as a pond and adjacent streams and wetlands. 

Monoosnock Country Club - This Club has 64 acres of open space in the form of a golf course. The eastern portion of this property abuts APR protected farmland on Joslin and Pierce Roads. 

Grandview Country Club - This Club connects to the City Watershed Land and has permanently protected 148 acres under Vachon Wildlife Sanctuary and 47 acres of watershed. In addition, they actively manage 168 acres of golf course, forest and watershed land.  

Apple Hill Farm - is permanently protected under an APR and encompasses about 40 acres of farmland. This property is adjacent to additionally protected farmland that abuts several other parcels on Pierce Street. 

In Leominster, there are also habitats mapped by MassWildlife as BioMap Corridor and Supporting Natural Landscape habitats for rare plants, rare animals, and natural communities. These areas are shown on MassWildlife‘s Massachusetts BioMap. The BioMap identifies those areas most in need of protection to conserve biodiversity for the future. This project, conducted by MassWildlife‘s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, identified the areas most crucial to protecting the State‘s Biodiversity, through an evaluation of their extensive records of rare plants, animals, and natural communities. The BioMap also includes the supporting natural landscape areas that safeguard the Corridor Habitat. The information on the BioMap is made available for conservation planning efforts through the MassGIS. 
Leominster takes pride in the fact that it has preserved close to 3,000 acres of open space and wildlife habitat. The open space protected in perpetuity in the City equals 5,129 acres, or 27.0% percent of total area. The BioMap produced in 2012, lists Corridor Habitat of 5,015 acres with permanent protection to 3,202 acres or 63.8%. This includes both private and publically protected locations. 

A statewide checklist of birds is also available through MassWildlife though it does not break down the listing of birds by county. The Forbush Bird Club (FBC), based in Worcester, is a good source of information on birds recorded in Leominster. The FBC website and Facebook page include numerous bird sightings in nearby towns in Worcester County. Popular areas for birders in Leominster include Sholan Farms, Monoosnoc Ridge, and Apple Hill Farm in North Leominster. The Massachusetts Audubon Society is conducting a statewide breeding bird atlas. At the nearby Wachusett Meadow Wildlife Sanctuary in Princeton, a total of 137 species were observed at the 2014 Bird-a-thon. 

Two birds are among the Endangered, Threatened and Special Concern species found in Leominster that are listed in the table below. Leominster is also home to eight species that are listed on the MESA (Massachusetts Endangered Species Act) list of rare species. There are no species in Leominster that are listed on the Federal List of Endangered, Threatened and Special Concern Species. Serious threats to these habitats, wildlife populations, and rare species in Leominster are the fragmentation of habitats, degradation of streambeds, and the non-point source pollution of streams.
	Taxonomic Group 
	Scientific 

Name
	Common 

Name
	MESA Status
	Most Recent Observation

	Amphibian
	Ambystoma laterale
	Blue-spotted Salamander
	SC
	2012

	Bird
	Gavia immer
	Common Loon
	SC
	2013

	Crustacean
	Eubranchipus intricatus
	Intricate Fairy Shrimp
	SC
	2012

	Dragonfly/ Damselfly
	Ophiogomphus aspersus
	Brook Snaketail
	SC
	2012

	Beetle
	Coccinella novemnotata
	Nine Spotted Lady Bug
	E
	2000

	Beetle
	Adalia bipunctata
	Two Spotted Lady Bug
	E
	1982

	Beetle
	Coccinella transversoguttata
	Transverse Lady
	E
	1987

	Taxonomic Group 
	Scientific 

Name
	Common 

Name
	MESA Status
	Most Recent Observation

	Reptile
	Clemmys guttata
	Spotted Turtle 
	Non-listed SWAP
	2013

	Reptile
	Terrapene carolina
	Eastern Box Turtle 
	SC
	2013

	Reptile
	Pseudemys rubriventris
	Red Bellied Cotter 
	E
	2013

	Reptile
	Glyptemys insculpta
	Wood Turtle
	SC
	2003

	Mammal
	Myotis septentrionalis
	Northern Long Eared Bat
	E
	2000

	Bird
	Caprimulgus vociferus
	Eastern Whip-poor-will
	E
	2012

	Vascular Plant
	Arceuthobium pusillum
	Dwarf Mistletoe
	SC
	1949

	Vascular Plant
	Panicum philadelphicum
	Philadelphia Panic-grass
	SC
	1949

	Vascular Plant
	Malaxis bayardii
	Bayard's Green Adder's-mouth
	E
	2000


Source: Massachusetts Department of Fisheries & Wildlife

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhdat.htm

Notes to Table:

"Endangered" (E) species are native species which are in danger of extinction throughout all or part of their range, or which are in danger of extirpation from Massachusetts, as documented by biological research and inventory.

"Threatened" (T) species are native species which are likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future, or which are declining or rare as determined by biological research and inventory.

"Special concern" (SC) species are native species which have been documented by biological research or inventory to have suffered a decline that could threaten the species if allowed to continue unchecked, or which occur in such small numbers or with such restricted distribution or specialized habitat requirements that they could easily become threatened within Massachusetts.

For information on the locations of habitats for rare species in the City of Leominster, please refer to Section 5.A.4 and to Appendix C of this Plan. 
4.F
Scenic Resources and Unique Environments

4.F.1
Scenic Landscapes

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) designated five (5) “Scenic Landscape Areas” in the City of Leominster. They are as follows:

1. Notown Area - By far the largest scenic area, the “Notown Scenic District” (NSD in the northwestern portion of the City) is designated on the “Scenic Areas Map”.

The NSD is located within the City’s Watershed Protection District. The City’s largest reservoir (Notown, 237 acres) is also located within this area. As a result, most of this area is sparsely developed. Two of Leominster’s tallest summits are North and South Monoosnoc Hills, both of which are located within this area.

Notown Reservoir is tucked into a small valley with hills rising to the East, South and West. The Reservoir is the headwater of Monoosnoc Brook, which flows through the City and joins with the North Nashua River at The Mall at Whitney Field (formerly known as the Searstown Shopping Mall). This is a largely unspoiled area within the City and expanded efforts need to be undertaken to remove the threats to this reservoir and to permanently protect the watershed lands surrounding Notown.

Haynes Reservoir (54 acres) is also located within this area. This body of water is one of the most aesthetic and most pristine reservoirs in the City. Due to the recent logging within the red pine stands around the north side of the reservoir, Haynes is now visible to the public from Elm Street. While vehicle accesses are gated, more effort needs to be taken to eliminate illegal ATV use around this reservoir. 

The entire area is forested with mixed hardwoods, softwoods and white pine. A large portion of land within this area is owned and maintained by the City’s Waterworks Division of the Department of Public Works (DPW). Following the 2008 ice storm, the DPW implemented a comprehensive forest management plan for each watershed (see Section 4D). 
2. Northeast Area - This area is shared by the City and the adjoining Town of Lunenburg. From the City of Leominster’s perspective, this area is characterized by large rolling hills called drumlins from our glacial past, which overlook the Town of Lunenburg. Portions of this area encompass agricultural farmland, wetlands and some residential development. Huge tracts of unprotected, undeveloped protected land are located within this area.

3. Eastern Area - The Eastern area is located on Prospect Street. This area, like the Northeast area, is marked by huge gently rolling hills (drumlins). This region has undergone considerable development in the recent past. The main reason for this is that it is zoned industrial. However, the overall character of this region is still maintained as a scenic resource. 

Another critical scenic asset in the eastern portion of the City is the agricultural landscape of Gove’s Farm. This is one of two active remaining; large scale commercial farming operation in the city and it provides a uniquely pleasant landscape and a critical link to Leominster’s agricultural heritage. 
4. Fall Brook Reservoir Area - The Fall Brook Scenic District is located off Wachusett and Pleasant Streets. Like the Notown Scenic District, a portion of the Fall Brook Scenic District is located in the City’s Watershed Protection District. This renders the area mostly undeveloped and in its natural state. The majority of the developed areas lie along Pleasant Street outside the Watershed District. This area consists of hilly terrain to the West of Fall Brook Reservoir, to gentle, somewhat level terrain along Pleasant Street. 
Vegetation consists of mature trees in the western portion to mostly single-family homes along Pleasant Street. The 100-acre former Heywood Reservoir owned by the Town of Clinton lies within this area and is presently not in use. In the early 1960s, the Wekepeke was officially decommissioned as a Town water source for Clinton, and the Wachusett Reservoir became the primary and sole water source for the Town. From the 1960s on, the land was used primarily for recreational activity. This site is now managed by Massachusetts Fish and Wildlife and the Town of Clinton. In 2004, Clinton negotiated a conservation restriction (CR) to preserve the Wekepeke area. A Conservation Restriction granted by the Town of Clinton to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in June 2008 and recorded at Book 43304, Page 1, in the Worcester County Registry of Deeds. Additionally, the state has an unfunded mandate that Clinton repair multiple dams on the property at an estimated cost of US $1.5 million. Heywood Reservoir now offers passive recreation that includes cross-country skiing, hiking, hunting, boating, fishing from shoreline and boats, horseback riding, wildlife observation, nature studies, picnicking, and similar non-motorized outdoor recreational activities consistent with the Conservation Restriction, provided that said activities do not involve the use of vehicles or boats with motors in excess of 10 horsepower. (Note: complete list of regulations is available on Registry of Deeds as previously noted.) 

This reservoir serves as the headwater to the Wekepeke Brook in Sterling, which is one of the best cold-water streams in eastern Massachusetts. It has good tree cover for shading to maintain cold-water temperature, has high fertility and moderate acidity and, consequently, self-supporting populations of brook and brown trout.

The Town of Clinton purportedly intended to sell the water rights to the Wekepeke Aquifer in Sterling. In early 2007, the Town of Clinton allowed Nestlé Waters-Poland Spring to test the Wekepeke aquifer as a possible water source for commercial sale. In March 2008, the Town of Clinton issued an RFP to officially solicit potential buyers for water rights to the Wekepeke.

Nestle Waters of North America (NWNA) was the only company to respond to the Town of Clinton Wekepeke water RFP.

The Clinton Board of Selectmen rejected the Nestle proposal in the spring of 2008.

Afterwards, Nestle hired Rushing Rivers Institute to conduct a study of the river in to order to withdraw water without harming the ecosystem. The study showed a way to improve the current conditions of the river. The report also served as a foundation for a community-based effort of the Wekepeke Watershed Restoration Initiative, which brought together Sterling, Clinton, Leominster and Lancaster. 

May Street, traverses Fall Brook and down into the Town of Sterling, was abandoned by the City in 1977. This area includes Fall Brook Reservoir (83 acres). This area contains the southern portion of the Monoosnoc Hill Trail with several spur trails that provide many hiking, walking, mountain biking, snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing opportunities.

5. Bartlett Pond Site - The Bartlett Pond watershed is located in the southwest portion of the City. The Leominster Sportsmen’s Association, the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) and the City of Leominster are major landowners within this area. This area, like the western one-third portion of the City is largely undeveloped and quite hilly. Bartlett Pond (24 acres) is entirely owned by the Leominster Sportsmen’s Club. This pond is over 10 acres in size and, therefore is considered a “Great Pond” (according to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 91). Bartlett Swamp, a large forested wetland is located within this area, which includes a small portion of protected open space owned by the City of Leominster and maintained by the Conservation Commission.

4.F.2
Scenic Resources

In addition to the Scenic Landscape Areas listed above, two other areas exist as scenic resources in the City. They are as follows:

1. Monoosnoc Trail - The Monoosnoc Trail is made up of parcels owned by the Leominster Conservation Commission, and the Leominster Water Department. It is a well-maintained 30-mile hiking trail known as the Monoosnoc Trail that extends from West Street to the Samoset School, with well marked main and spur trails. The trail meanders through forests, along fields outlined by old stone walls, past old cellar holes, by a once busy but now abandoned granite quarry, and around a working orchard (Sholan Farms) owned by the City. Along this trail, there are two outstanding vistas: one overlooking the City and the other overlooking Mount Wachusett. Three trailheads with parking lots and kiosks are located at West Street, Granite Street and Sholan Farms to invite the public to use this trail. A map of the Monoosnoc Trail can be found at the Leominster Recreation Department and in Appendix G of this Plan.

2. Hill Street Area - One can observe a beautiful view of Leominster toward the east by driving along this street. In 2001, the City preserved the 45-acre Cutler Property (MBLU# 520/1) that contains a beautiful open meadow and potential for additional trails and recreation opportunities. 
4.F.3
Major Characteristic or Unusual Geologic Features and Any Other Resources for Potential Protection and Exploration

The western portion of the City, which once contained tall peaks during the glacial periods, now contains rolling hills with eskers, drumlins, and fields filled with boulders. Two of Leominster’s tallest summits are the North and South Monoosnoc Hills, which are located on the western side of the City in the Notown Area Scenic Landscape Area that is listed above. These Hills, as well as other “minor” hills on the western side of the City including Bayberry Hill, Long Hill and Sheldon Hill are valuable open space resources that the City has been actively protecting for two decades.
4.F.4
Cultural, Archeological and Historic Areas

In the City of Leominster, the major cultural and historic areas are primarily located in the geographic center of the City. The City of Leominster has 7 historic properties and one historic district listed on the National Register of Historic Places, all primarily centered around downtown. The Cluett Peabody and Company building at 123 First Street, was a former manufacturing building now converted to office space. The Frances Drake House, located at 21 Franklin Street, was an important part of the underground railroad and is featured in a new book about the history of the home and the Drakes as it relates to the City’s and country’s history.  Currently, the City is in receipt of a state grant to further preserve the home. Pine Grove Cemetery is home to the most historic graves in the City. Established in 1742, it is the city’s oldest cemetery. It is home to the resting places of over 100 Revolutionary War Veterans and other notable citizens such as authors and historians.  

The Monument Square historic district encompasses the downtown area including local government.  Leominster’s common is the site of several monuments, including a monument marking the site of the town’s second meeting house, veterans’ memorials, and a firefighter memorial. Historic buildings include several churches, Leominster City Hall, the Leominster Public Library, and Central Fire Headquarters.  

4.F.5
Unique Environments, including ACECs

There is a small portion of an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) in the City. The small section of the Central North Nashua River Valley ACEC is located on the eastern side of the City and runs from Mechanic Street south to the end of Lancaster Street along the North Nashua River and Fall Brook. Much of the land within this ACEC is protected and is owned by the Leominster Conservation Commission and the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). For more information on the Central North Nashua River Valley ACEC, please refer to Section 5.A.4 of this Plan.

4.G
Environmental Challenges
In the City of Leominster, there are many environmental challenges that influence open space and recreation planning. These challenges can be divided into two broad categories: private development impacts and the management of public resources. The first type of challenge primarily involves the negative impact of private development near open space, waterways and wetlands; in particular, the effect of residential development on the City’s natural resources. 

Private Development Impacts

The majority of the industrial, commercial and residential development in the City is provided with connections to the municipal sanitary sewage system. However, there are areas that are not served within the City and the majority of them are residential. One such residential area is located along the shores of Lake Samoset. Many seasonal cottages were constructed along this Lake during a period when health regulations did not govern subsurface disposal systems. This problem, coupled with the fact that many of these cottages were converted to year-round use, continues to contribute to increased nutrient loading of the Lake resulting in severe eutrophication.
In addition to residential development, industrial and commercial development pose challenges in the City. There are many hazardous waste (21E) sites in the City in various phases of compliance and clean-up. Most of them are located in the non-residential zoning districts of the City, which tend to be located on or near the North Nashua River or Monoosnoc Brook and their tributaries. Preventing pollution of the City’s major waterways by these industrial and commercial sites will always be an environmental challenge for the City. 

One challenging non-residential site turned into an economic opportunity for the City. After many years as a landfill, the former landfill located off of Mechanic Street was capped in 1995 and a deed restriction was placed on the site restricting the future use of the property for recreational purposes. Massachusetts Legislation S2074 amendment 2013 now allows for both passive recreation and renewable energy. In 2013, the City received proposals for a solar park and for athletic fields. For more information on the Leominster Landfill, please refer to Section 5 of this Plan.
Other negative impacts of development in the City include increased erosion, sedimentation and flooding. According to the Leominster Recreation Director, the Director of the Leominster Office of Emergency Management and the Conservation Agent to the Leominster Conservation Commission, the major sites of erosion and sedimentation in the City are located:

· On the hillsides that run along Colburn Pond in Barrett Park; 

· Along the City’s reservoirs;

· Along the North Nashua River in the vicinity of the City’s Waste Water Treatment Plant;

· Along the embankment at the end of Ninth Street; and 

· Near the intersection of Birch and Exchange Streets and close to the Monoosnoc Brook which empties into Rockwell Pond; and
· Exchange Street and Slack Brook (behind 139 Exchange Street)
· Rear 227 North Main Street along the CSX abandoned railroad (behind Longhorn Steakhouse)
Flood prone areas in the City include where the Monoosnoc Brook passes through the center of the City and behind the Mall at Whitney Field as well as an area on Commercial Road that is in front of the Home Depot and adjacent to the Mall at Whitney Field.

In these flood prone areas and throughout the City, a related environmental challenge is polluted stormwater runoff, which is often transported to the City’s municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4s) and ultimately discharged into local rivers and streams without treatment. The City of Leominster operates under the EPA’s Stormwater Phase II Rule which has established an MS4 stormwater management program that is intended to improve the City’s waterways by reducing the quantity of pollutants that stormwater picks up and carries into storm sewer systems during storm events. Common pollutants include oil and grease from roadways, pesticides from lawns, sediment from construction sites, and carelessly discarded trash, such as cigarette butts, paper wrappers, and plastic bottles. When deposited into nearby waterways through MS4 discharges, these pollutants can impair the waterways, thereby discouraging recreational use of the resource, contaminating drinking water supplies, and interfering with the habitat for fish, other aquatic organisms, and wildlife.

 

In 2013, the EPA further regulated the MS4 program and the City has continued to improve management of the stormwater through five measures; Public Education and Outreach, public participation, Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, Construction Site Runoff Control, Post-Construction Runoff Control, Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping. The City is in the process of finalizing a new pre and post stormwater ordinance that will be adopted in 2014. In addition, the City monitors all outfalls and tests the outfalls for pollutants a minimum of two times a year. The city practices good housekeeping by training municipal staff on pollution prevention measures and techniques (e.g., regular street sweeping, reduction in the use of pesticides or street salt, or frequent catch basin cleaning. Further details are available through the Stormwater Committee.
Management of Public Resources

The management of municipal property that contains forest land located primarily in the western portion of the City has been difficult at times. The City currently oversees a forest watershed management plan, but it also needs to develop management plans for forest land located adjacent to privately owned residential properties to manage situations such as encroachment. There are forest management plans for the watershed areas around Fall Brook, Haynes, Morse and Distributing, and No Town Reservoirs. The plans were instituted in 2010 and will be in place through 2020. These plans give the City the tools to properly manage the forest through stewardship and harvesting of timber. Additional attention is needed to address the fire roads and trails. Many of the roads are impassable due to collapsed culverts and eroded cart-paths. The same is true for many of the trails. Some of the erosion is caused by illegal use of the trails by ATV’s and unauthorized activities. The challenge will be to develop a long-term sustainable management plan that will complement the forest management plan. 
Management and monitoring of conservation lands becomes important as acquisition and protection are accomplished. All wetlands particularly need to maintain their natural water regime, including normal fluctuations and connections with the uplands and other wetlands. Water quantity and quality are ongoing issues for wetlands. Another aspect of managing conservation lands that is important in many areas is controlling invasive non-native species that alter the habitat and occupy space that native species would otherwise use. MassWildlife strongly recommends monitoring conservation land, and removing non-native species before they become a problem and impact native species. In addition to the environmental challenges there is the problem of encroachment from abutters. The Conservation Commission should work towards developing a Conservation Land maintenance program that addresses these issues. There have been many instances where the Conservation land is neglected to a point that trees fall on abutters’ properties. These cases are handled on a one by one basis. A better approach would be to develop a maintenance plan that would include developing a 50 corridor that separates the conservation land from the private property.  

The DFW-NHESP strongly urges that efforts be made to preserve and protect the rare species habitats that support these species. The City can support this through a variety of approaches, including conservation restrictions or easements, special zoning regulations and districts, or land acquisition. City commissions and boards are encouraged to request the assistance of the DFW-NHESP early in the planning and review of development projects under the Wetlands Protection act and other laws. The most important areas of Leominster to protect to maintain biodiversity are the areas in Priority Habitat, BioMap, and Living Waters Corridors in and around Lake Samoset, Fall Brook and the Monoosnoc Ridge areas. 

In 2006, after over a year of work, MassWildlife‘s Wildlife Action Plan was approved by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. This plan focuses on habitats and wildlife species in greatest need of conservation protection, and presents a number of conservation strategies for habitat protection, restoration and wildlife species conservation. Conservation strategies for birds, mammals, reptiles, invertebrates, fish and birds are included and can be helpful for land protection and management decision makers on the municipal level.

A related issue is that Conservation Commission lands do not appear to have a formal management strategy at this time. Inventories are underway, an important first step, but the City needs a management philosophy and strategy agreed upon by the managers of those properties. There is a need to work in cooperation with the Recreation Department, DPW, the Conservation Commission, and the Planning Board as it resolves this issue. This process will be very worthwhile as the City faces the dissolution of the Leominster Land Trust, which owns many forested properties in the City. The City will need to work with the Leominster Land Trust to develop a plan that will address properties with potential legal, environmental, or financial burdens for their new owners.  
Also, there is a need to foster and enhance communication and coordination between boards that oversee City properties—formalizing a process for inter-board communication would be helpful for all concerned parties. Issues persist regarding conservation easements, and there is a need for a mechanism to follow up on agreements and conditions to ensure implementation and to protect the resources in question. Similarly, there is a need to provide current information to residents and landowners interested in land protection strategies. The City could employ a multi-media approach with printed, electronic, and person-to-person options, and could use the city website as an education venue, with links to the Trustees of Reservations, state agencies, and existing electronic documents. 

One final set of challenges relates to environmental equity. The City strives to balance its efforts to protect and provide open space resouces for its citizens. Over the past two decades, the City has focused much of its efforts to protect open space in the western portion of the City to protect its water sources from future development. As a result, there is a significant portion of the western side of the City that contains publicly owned conservation land. This is not the case in the eastern portion of the City, where there are few water sources to protect and the area is more densely populated. As a result, one challenge the City faces is the provision of and access to open space and recreation resources throughout the City, especially in the more densely populated neighborhoods.
Section 5
Inventory of Lands of Conservation & Recreation Interests

In Leominster, open space protection has been a priority for decades. The protection of open space in the City has prevented the development of the western side of the City, which protects the City’s public water supply and provides passive recreational opportunities, like hiking, to residents and visitors alike. Protecting open space assures that future generations will be able to enjoy a variety of recreational activities in the City and the City will be home to a variety of animals and plants, as well as their habitats, indefinitely.

The following section describes the conservation and recreation land in the City of Leominster. The land is divided into two broad categories: privately owned and publicly owned. Within each category, land is considered to be either permanently protected open space or unprotected land that may be sold or developed with relative ease in the future. As stated in Section 2 of this plan, public land is considered to be legally protected open space under the following conditions:

· Certain lands that are acquired for natural resources purposes, meaning "conservation, development and utilization of the agricultural, mineral, forest, water, air and other natural resources" per Article 97 of the Articles of Amendment to the State Constitution. Furthermore, a 1973 opinion of the Attorney General stipulates that land acquired for these purposes cannot be converted to any other use without the following actions: 1.) the local conservation commission must vote that the land is surplus to its needs, 2.) the park commission must vote the same if it is parkland in question, 3.) the matter must be taken up at Town Meeting or City Council and pass by a 2/3 vote, 4.) the City must file an Environmental Notification Form with EEA's MEPA Unit, and 5.) the matter must pass by a 2/3 vote of the Massachusetts Legislature. Lands protected by Article 97 are often owned by a municipal conservation commission, recreation commission, water department, or by a state or federal conservation agency (i.e. state EEA agencies or the federal National Park Service). Any land dedicated to park and recreation purposes is protected under Article 97, but lands purchased for general municipal purposes are not protected by Article 97.
· Land that is either acquired or developed with grant assistance from EEA's Division of Conservation Services (i.e. LAND, formerly known as Self-Help, PARC, formerly known as Urban Self-Help or Land and Water Conservation Fund).

Private lands can also be permanently protected lands if the deed is restricted by a Conservation Restriction (CR), Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR), Historic Restriction or Wetlands Restriction. Land owned by the School Department, Department of Defense, Department of Corrections, major institutional holdings (colleges, hospitals, etc.), estates, corporate holdings, and landfills planned for closure and available for reuse are not protected.
5.A
Private Parcels 

5.A.1
Agricultural Properties
In 2001, the City of Leominster purchased Sholan Farms, which was the last working apple orchard in the community. This 167.02-acre farm was purchased for $4.75 million from a combination of private, local, and state funds. The property has been preserved and used as a working farm (www.sholanfarms.com). On June 29, 2001, an Agricultural Preservation/Conservation Restriction (Name: W528-City of Leominster (Sholan Farms) was recorded (Book 3843, Page 282) at the Worcester North District Registry of Deeds. The grantees were the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management (now Department of Conservation and Recreation) and the Massachusetts Department of Food and Agriculture (now the Department of Agricultural Resources). The restriction covers two parcels located on Pleasant Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District: MBLU# 403/1 (a.k.a. Lot B – 77.7159 acres) and MBLU# 402/1 (a.k.a. Lot C – 89.3080 acres) excluding 2.41 acres on MBLU# 402/1 on the eastern side of Pleasant Street.

In addition to Sholan Farms, the City contains several agricultural lands such as Tervo Farm (former Harris Farm) on Joslin and Pierce Streets, Apple Hill Farm & Country Club at 143 Joslin Street, Woody’s Fall Farmstand at 76 Brown Avenue, the Gardener’s Spot at 66 Granite Street, Powers farmland on Wachusett Street, and Gove Farm at 930 Mechanic Street.

Gove Farm remains active farmland in part because of the Chapter 61A Program, the intent of which is to encourage the preservation of agricultural lands by providing owners of land in agricultural areas with substantial savings on their annual property taxes. The City of Leominster is home to several hundred acres of Chapter 61A land. As of January 1, 2014, there were forty-five (45) parcels totaling 548.33 acres in the City of Leominster that contained Chapter 61A (Agricultural/Horticultural) Land. The parcel size of the land ranged in size from .33 acres to 111.50 acres. The largest parcels are listed in the table below.
	Location
	Map
	Page
	
	Name
	Book/Page
	Acreage
	Open Space Code

	65 PALMER RD
	458
	1
	 
	BERKIO RICHARD A
	 04960/ 230
	111.50
	7170

	143 JOSLIN ST
	576
	6
	 
	DESPRES SHARON LEE
	 04844/ 261
	16.18
	7140

	 WEST SIDE JOSLIN ST
	577
	10
	 
	DESPRES SHARON LEE
	 04844/ 261
	17.41
	7120

	925 MECHANIC ST
	453
	5
	 
	GOVE PAUL W  ETAL
	 03290/ 009
	32.00
	7130, 7200 & 7140

	 WACHUSETT ST
	546
	14
	B
	Living Stone Foundation Inc.
	7005/103
	18.48
	7170

	 PLEASANT ST
	401
	1
	 
	PADULA MICHAEL TR
	 01957/ 145
	34.00
	7130 & 7200

	50 WACHUSETT ST
	360
	8
	 
	POWERS LAWRENCE ETUX
	 01303/0357
	31.00
	7160

	 REAR ELM ST
	505
	3
	 
	Richard Stephen P TR, LAR Irrevocable Trust
	6581/099
	29.00
	7160

	 PIERCE ST
	574
	2
	 
	Tervo Lynn-Marie TR, Jackson Realty Trust
	7440/338
	17.00
	7160


Source: Leominster Assessors Office

Using forms available at the Leominster Assessor’s Office, farmers elect to join the Chapter 61A Program for the next year by filing an application before October 1st. After receiving an application, the Assessors will then assess qualifying land at a rate that reflects its value for agricultural and horticultural use rather than the value it would have if sold in the open market. The farmer must farm five or more acres in a single unit (in one or more towns) producing a gross income of at least $500 per year or the previous two years (or clearly intended to produce such income). For a complete list of the Chapter 61A land in Leominster, please refer to Appendix E.

In addition to Chapter 61A land, the City also contains land in the Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Program. In Leominster, there are several APR parcels containing a total of 344.50 acres (see following table). The APR Program is a voluntary program which is intended to offer a non-development alternative to farmers and other owners or "prime" and "state important" agricultural land who are faced with a decision regarding future use and disposition of their farms. 
	Location
	Map/Page
	Grantee
	Book/Page
	Land Area in Acres
	Open Space Code

	Pierce Street
	575/2, 412/4, 4a,5
	Glen & Patricia Shepard
	02643/0325
APR 1272/513
	43.00
	7200, 7180

	Joslin/Day Streets
	467-6A, 576-6, 577-10, 577-20
	Sharon Despres
	04844/ 261

APR 1271/504
	41.00
	7120 & 7200

	Joslin/Pierce Streets
	412-6,412-8,467-5,467-6, 574-1,574-2,576-5,576-6A 
	Lynn Marie & Ollie Tervo
	07790/ 260, 07440/ 338, 07790/ 260

APR 1274/203
	71.00
	7120, 7200,7140

	Rear Wachusett & May St
	360/8.2
	Lawrence & Sharon Powers
	6745/86

APR 6745/86
	22.50
	7120

	Pleasant Street (Sholan Farms)* 
	402/1 and 403/1
	City of Leominster
	APR 03761/041
	167.00
	7160


*Sholan Farms is not privately owned. It is owned by the City of Leominster and operated by the Friends of Sholan Farms (www.sholanfarms.com).
Source: Massachusetts Department of Agriculture

Towards this end, the Program offers to pay farmers the difference between the "fair market value" and the "agricultural value" of their farmland in exchange for a permanent deed restriction which precludes any use of the property that will have a negative impact on its agricultural viability. For more information, please visit the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resource’s website (www.mass.gov/agr).
5.A.2
Forested Land 
Much of the western side of the City of Leominster remains forested as a result of open space preservation efforts by the City, State and private organizations. In addition to approximately 2,750.40 acres of State Forest land, as of September 3, 2013, there were twenty-nine (29) parcels totaling 790.62 acres in the City of Leominster that contained Chapter 61 (Forest) Land. The parcel size of the land ranged in size from 1.82 acres to 103.50 acres. The largest parcels are listed in the table below. 
	Location
	Map
	Grantee
	Book/Page
	Use Code
	Land Area in Acres
	Open Space Code

	7 KINGSBURY RD, Rear Buttermilk Rd, RFD Kingsbury Rd
	526, 16 & 16a, 504/88
	BISOL GERALDINE D   L/E
	  2284/0364
	6010
	30.66
	6010

	744 WACHUSETT ST
	546/20
	DICICCIO ANTONIO  ETUX
	 01584/0277
	6010
	12.00
	6010

	335 GRANITE ST
	510/1 a
	FERGUSON JOHN W ETUX
	5554/337
	6010
	35.01
	6010

	 JOHNNY APPLESEED LN (REAR)
	373/4a
	FLUET STEPHEN J
	 05420/ 148
	6010
	28.66
	6010

	 JOHNNY APPLESEED LN
	375/6 & 1
	GALE ANDREW W  ETUX  TRS
	  2906/ 086 & 088
	6010
	599.00
	6010

	Elm & S-OFF PARMENTER ST
	530/4,530/9,532/3,530/6,531/17,530/1,532/1,532/4,357/1,533/1,532/2,533/5,534/1
	LEOMINSTER SPORTSMENS ASSOC
	  1317/ 341, 972/119, 01513/0033, 01226/0529,  1171/ 165, 732/ 445
	6010
	379.00
	6010

	1326 ELM ST
	358
	MILLER ALBERT E JR  ETAL
	 02633/ 339
	6010
	103.50
	6010

	 REAR ELM ST, SO OF ELM
	541/6, 541/3, 541/5
	PAUPLIS JOHN J  TR
	 03538/ 159,  03538/ 141, 0358/150
	6010
	55.38
	6010

	931 ELM ST
	536/2
	PIERMARINI MICHAEL  ETUX
	 02382/ 98
	6010
	73.00
	6010

	 ROCKY HILL LOT, WACHUSETT, PETERSON ROAD
	547, 6, 4 &15A
	SCHOFIELD WAYNE L   ETUX
	   910/ 40, 6730/278
	6010
	60.50
	6010


Source: Leominster Assessors Office

The Chapter 61 program is for owners of parcels of forest land consisting of ten or more adjacent acres. The primary use of Chapter 61 land must be the production of forest products. While participating in the Chapter 61 Program, the landowner pays only nominal real estate taxes: 5% of full market value in 10-year approved plans. For a complete list of Chapter 61 land in Leominster, please refer to Appendix E.

5.A.3
Areas Significant for Water Resource Protection  
As mentioned earlier in this Plan, the City of Leominster contains many water resources including the North Nashua River, the Monoosnoc Brook and a variety of ponds and reservoirs (see Section 4.C). In addition to those water resources, there are small areas in the eastern half of the City with medium-yield (100-300 gallons per minute) aquifer potential (see map in Appendix C). These areas are located mostly along the North Nashua River and its tributaries. According to MassGIS data, there are no areas of high-yield (>300 gallons per minute) aquifer potential in the City. 

5.A.4
Priority areas for protection of rare species, exemplary natural communities, and associated ecological lands, derived from the Natural Heritage Atlas, and the Natural Heritage BioMap 2
According to the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP), there is one (1) area of priority habitat of rare species and four (4) areas of estimated habitat of rare species in the City of Leominster. These areas are shown on a map in Appendix C. The one priority habitat of rare species is located in the south of the City along the boundary with the Town of Sterling in close proximity to Fallbrook Reservoir and Heywood Reservoir. The area maintains a certain degree of protection because it is located partially on property owned by the Clinton Water Works/Massachusetts Fish and Wildlife (please see explanation related to Heywood Reservoir) and partially on property owned by the City of Leominster. The remaining four (4) areas of estimated habitat of rare species are scattered throughout the City and are located on properties that are not currently protected open space. (www.maps.massgis.state.ma.us/dfg/biomap/pdf/town_core/Leominster.pdf)
In addition to the NHESP habitats for rare species, there is a small portion of an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) in the City. The small section of the Central North Nashua River Valley ACEC is located on the eastern side of the City and runs from Mechanic Street south to the end of Lancaster Street along the North Nashua River and Fall Brook. Much of the land within this ACEC is protected and is owned by the Leominster Conservation Commission, the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), and the Leominster Land Trust. 

The Central North Nashua River Valley ACEC was designated on January 29, 1996 and contains approximately 12,900 acres in total. The ACEC Program was established in 1975, when the State Legislature authorized and directed the Secretary of Environmental Affairs to identify and designate “areas of critical environmental concern to the Commonwealth,” and to develop policies for their acquisition, protection and use. Since that time, twenty-eight (28) ACECs covering approximately 240,900 acres as of November 2003 (up from 26 ACECs consisting of 178,000 acres in 2001) have been designated. For more information on the ACEC Program, please visit the website (http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/acec/acec-stewardship.html).

5.A.5
Less-than-Fee Interests 
Less-than-fee interests refer to lands that are encumbered by restrictions such as conservation restrictions, wetland restrictions, watershed protection restrictions, and historic preservation restrictions and therefore are protected in some way from being developed in the future. As of December 31, 2012, the following ten (10) private sites have conservation restrictions:

1. Buttermilk Road (MBLU# 504/87) - Crescent Farms Active Open Space – In 1993, a 15.44-acre property was set aside as a result of an Open Space Community Development (cluster) subdivision. The property is owned by Crescent Farms Conservation Land Trust and is located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. A conservation restriction was placed on this property (Deed Book 2420, Page 167).
2. Buttermilk Road (MBLU# 504/88) - Crescent Farms Passive Open Space – In 1993, 20 acres of passive open space were set aside as a result of an Open Space Community Development (cluster) subdivision. The property is owned by Crescent Farms Conservation Land Trust and is located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. This property is also listed amongst the Chapter 61 (Forest or Recreation under Owner: Bisol) properties in the City. There is a conservation restriction on this property (Deed Book 2420, Page 167).

3. 1326 Elm Street (MBLU# 358/1) - In 1999, the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) placed a conservation restriction on the Demeo Land, which is located at the corner of Elm Street and Wachusett Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The conservation restriction was placed on 98.6 acres of the 103.5-acre property (Deed Book 3452, Page 1).
4. Granite Street (MBLU# 395/86) - Quarry Estates Conservation Land – In 2000, an 11.87-acre property was set aside as a result of an Open Space Community Development (cluster) subdivision. The property is owned by the Quarry Estates Conservation Land Trust and is located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. There is a conservation restriction on this property (Deed Book 2646, Page 297).

5. 1048 Lancaster Street (MBLU# 448/2A/2) - A conservation restriction easement was placed on this 4,500 square foot piece of property on Lancaster Street next to the Lane Comerford Area/North Nashua River Greenway by the Carter Hill Development Corp/Gregg Lisciotti (Deed Book 5600, Page 129 - Plan Book 444, Page 23). This property is located in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District.

6. 1062 Lancaster Street (MBLU# 448/2A/3) - A conservation restriction easement was placed on a 5,330 square foot piece of property on Lancaster Street next to the Lane Comerford Area/North Nashua River Greenway by the Carter Hill Development Corp/Gregg Lisciotti (Deed Book 5524, Page 54, Plan Book 444, Page 23). This property is located in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District.

7. 523 Prospect Street (MBLU# 428/A/39) - Harvard Estates Conservation Land – In 1993, a 26.65 acre parcel that was set aside as a result of an Open Space Community Development (cluster) subdivision. The property is owned by Harvard Estate Realty Trust and is located in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. There is a conservation restriction on this property (Deed Book 2335, Page 254).

8. 449 Wachusett Street (MBLU# 388/1 & 388/10) – In 2005, the Massachusetts Audubon Society placed a deed restriction on a portion of the former Grand View Country Club property, which is located in a Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The conservation restriction was placed on approximately 148 acres of the 377.48-acre property to prohibit any development of the property and preserve the area as wildlife habitat and for water resource protection (Deed Book 5616, Page 219). The property is also listed amongst the Chapter 61B properties in the City.

9. Off Willard Street (MBLU# 398/1-75) – “Castleland Development” Parcel A Candlewood Drive 10.73 acres, Parcel B Candlewood Drive 54.28 acres. In 2006, the Developer placed a conservation deed restriction on this parcel. The land is mostly wetlands property to prohibit any development of the property and preserve the area as wildlife habitat and for water resource protection (Deed Book 06168, Page 028, Plan Book & page 419-2F and 2I). This property is located in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District.
10. Dobson Circle off Dale Avenue – The Woodlands at Massapoag Development placed a conservation restriction on Map and Page 575-4, 4.98 acres as shown on North Worcester Registry of Deeds, Plan Book and Page 492-22B. This property is zoned as residence A and the parcel is deed restricted for use passive recreation by the neighborhood. 

In addition to the parcels listed above, please see Section 5.A.1 (Agricultural Properties) for a description of the Agricultural Preservation/Conservation Restriction placed upon Sholan Farms. As part of the purchase and protection of Sholan Farms, a conservation restriction will be placed on several parcels that are owned by the City of Leominster and are under the jurisdiction of the Water Department These parcels total just over 2,000 acres. For more information on these parcels, please see Appendix D.
5.A.6
Private Recreation Lands 
As of September 3, 2013, there were nine parcels totaling 576.39 acres in the City of Leominster that contained Chapter 61B (Recreation) Land. The parcel size of the land ranged from 5.00 acres to 362.50 acres. The five largest parcels are listed in the following table. 
	Location
	Map
	Block
	Grantee
	Book/Page
	Use Code
	Land Area in Acres
	Open Space Code

	449 WACHUSETT ST Note1
	388
	1
	VACHON EDMOUR TRUSTEE
	1030/ 375
	8000
	362.50
	8000

	WACHUSETT ST
	388
	2
	VACHON EDMOUR TRUSTEE
	1030/ 375
	8000
	20.01
	8000

	ELM ST
	388
	10
	VACHON EDMOUR O  ETUX
	*
	8030
	14.75
	8030

	40 MONOOSNOCK AV
	393
	1
	MONOOSNOCK COUNTRY CLUB
	00409/0638
	8050
	60.13
	3800

	80 HILL ST
	491
	1
	CHEVARIE DOLPHE J  ETUX
	01390/0020
	8030
	70.00
	8030

	OFF PARMENTER ST
	530
	10
	MORSE JEAN D ET AL
	IP2346AA
	8000
	8.00
	8000

	1145 ELM ST
	531
	2
	GASBARRO ANTHONY A  ETUX
	01517/0249
	8000
	25.00
	8000

	ELM ST
	534
	1
	LEOMINSTER SPORTSMENS ASSOC
	732/ 445
	8140
	5.00
	8140

	NORTH OF MONOOSNOC AV
	577
	13
	MONOOSNOCK COUNTRY CLUB
	1177/ 583
	8050
	11.00
	8050


 
Note: This Grand View Country Club property is categorized as Chapter 61B, however 147.66 acres are permanently protected through the Mass Audubon Society (Registry of Deeds 5616/219 and plan book 454/3.)
Source: Leominster Assessors Office

Land not suitable for forestry or agriculture, but of value for resource preservation, wildlife protection or passive recreation (including steep slopes, wetlands, and scenic areas) may be assessed at a greatly reduced value similar to assessment under Chapter 61 and 61A. The land must contain at least 5 acres and "shall be deemed to be recreational land if it is retained in substantially natural, wild or open condition or in a landscaped condition in such manner as to allow to a significant extent the preservation of wildlife and other natural resources, clean air, vegetation, rare or endangered species, geological features, high quality soils and scenic resources...". The Board of Assessors are directed to assess such land at valuations based upon established guidelines, but which cannot exceed 25% of its fair cash value. 

The following is a list of the City’s well-known private recreation sites. Some include Chapter 61B land and others do not. For a complete list of Chapter 61B land in Leominster, please refer to Appendix E:

1. The Eagles Field (456 Litchfield Street) is privately owned and managed by the Fraternal Order of the Eagles #477. The Field (MBLU# 437/1) is used by private groups. It is located in the southwest section of the City, in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The Eagles Field is 11.24 acres and includes a function hall, a picnic area, a wooded area and a baseball field. 

2. Grand View Country Club (449 Wachusett Street) is located in the southwest section of the City. The Club (MBLU# 388/1 & 388/10) owns 377.48 acres, with most of it undeveloped, and is situated in a Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. See also Section 5.A.5 (Less-than-Fee Interests) for more information on this property.
3. John McLaughlin Field (1000R Lancaster Street) is owned and managed by the Babe Ruth League of Leominster. The site (MBLU# 448/4) consists of 12.33 acres in the southeast section of the City in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The site offers two Babe Ruth baseball fields with fencing, bleachers, restroom, snack bar and parking lot. One field is equipped with lights.

4. Leominster Dekhockey Center (56 Mead Street) is located in the northern section of the City and consists of two fenced-in street hockey rinks with lights and bleachers on 7 acres. Situated in an Industrial zone, the Center (MBLU# 391/2) is privately owned and a fee is charged to use the facility.

5. Leominster Sportsmen’s Club (1455 Elm Street) owns 397.14 acres in the City, a portion of which are under the Chapter 61 and 61B programs. The property is located in a Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. This area provides unlimited recreation including hunting, fishing, picnicking, boating, hiking, archery and rifle target shooting. The Sportsmen’s Club also sponsors Camp Bartlett, which is located next to Bartlett Pond. The Club is private and requires a membership fee. 

6. Monoosnock Country Club (40 Monoosnock Avenue) is located in the northern section of the City. The Country Club (MBLU# 271/17, 393/1, 577/12, 577/13) is situated in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The area is owned by the Country Club and is 79.77 acres, featuring a 9 hole golf course. A portion of the property is in the Chapter 61B program. The club is semi-private and requires a membership fee.

5.A.7
Estates

For information on the Doyle Estate, please refer to the Non-Profit Lands section of this Plan. 

5.A.8 
Major Institutional Holdings 
The City of Leominster contains a number of major institutions with significant land holdings as can be seen in the list below.

1. HealthAlliance Hospital – Leominster Campus is located at 60 Hospital Road in a Hospital Overlay District and consists of 59.12 acres. For more details on the parcel information, please refer to Appendix D. 

2. Boys and Girls Club of Fitchburg and Leominster is a private parcel owned by the Boys and Girls Club of North Central Mass and is situated on 18.29 acres at 365 Lindell Avenue (MBLU# 260/5) in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. For more information about the club, please visit its website (http://bgcfl.org/).

3. Mount Wachusett Community College (100 Erdman Way) – The Leominster Campus is located in an office building that sits on 3.09 acres (MBLU# 225/5) in an Industrial Zoning District. For more information about the college, please visit its website (www.mwcc.mass.edu/).

4. The Roman Catholic Bishop of Worcester maintains 61.03 acres of property in the City of Leominster including the following sites:

a. St. Leo’s School (116 Main Street) (MBLU# 30/2) is a private school located in a Residence B Zoning District and consists of 4.3 acres.

b. St. Leo’s Cemetery (360 Lancaster Street) (MBLU# 171/1, 175/18, and 497/8) is located in a Business A Zoning District and consists of 18.26 acres.

c. St. Cecilia’s School (188 Mechanic Street) (MBLU# 43/21) was a private school that is now closed. The buidling is located in a Residence C Zoning District and consists of 1.91 acres.  

d. St. Cecilia’s Cemetery (Saint Cecilia Street) (MBLU# 445/8) is located in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District and consists of 14.11 acres.

e. St. Anna’s School (213 Lancaster Street) (MBLU# 165/15) is a private school located in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District and consists of 1.2 acres.

The remaining property owned and maintained by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Worcester and other religious institutions in the City of Leominster is listed in Appendix D of this Plan.

5.A.9
Other Resources 

The following section describes a parcel of land in the City of Leominster that is privately owned, but does not fall under any of the eight previous categories of open space and recreation land. 
1. Leominster Historical Society is located at 15 School Street (MBLU# 28/2) on .16 acres in a Residence B Zoning District. The Society also owns and maintains a .01 acre parcel on Granite Street (MBLU# 384/32A) and a .08 acre parcel (MBLU# 375/4) near Johnny Appleseed Park, which is described in the City Lands & Facilities - Conservation Land section of this Plan. For more information on the Society, please visit its website (www.leominsterhistorical.org).
5.B
Public and Non-Profit Parcels

5.B.1 
Public Conservation & Recreation Resources 
The following section is a descriptive inventory of federal, state, municipal lands and facilities for conservation and recreational use in the City that lists existing facilities and evaluates existing conditions, current use, and potential for greater use. Descriptions of the land include whether or not the land is protected open space, the amount of public use/access allowed, and the source of funding if the property was acquired or developed with Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs, Division of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) grant assistance (LAND (formerly known as Self-Help), PARC (formerly known as Urban Self-Help) or Land and Water Conservation Fund). Communities that have passed the Community Preservation Act, and the Cape Cod Land Bank must also track open space properties acquired with those funds (Note: The City of Leominster has not passed the Community Preservation Act as of December 31, 2012). Since there is no federally owned land in the City of Leominster that is used for conservation and recreational uses, this section begins with state owned lands and facilities.

State Lands & Facilities (Both Conservation & Recreation Land):

1. Lane Comerford Area/North Nashua River Greenway is located in the eastern section of Leominster, between Route 117 and I-190. The 254.00-acre undeveloped greenway, which consists of various parcels owned by the state Departments of Conservation & Recreation (DCR) and Public Works, the Leominster Conservation Commission, and the Leominster Land Trust is not actively managed at the present time. This area forms an approximately five-mile Greenway corridor along the banks of the North Nashua River. 
In 2011, a new park in the Lane Comerford Area was named in honor of Private First Class (PFC) Jonathan Roberge, a Leominster native killed in action in Iraq in February 2009. The park is located on 788 Mechanic Street (MBLU# 372-3A, B&P 3923/144) at the intersection of Johnny Appleseed Lane, where PFC Roberge grew up, and is named PFC Jonathan Roberge Veterans Memorial Park. When complete, the park will also feature benches, memorials, flagpoles, a canoe launch and a decommissioned Abrams model tank.  

Informal trails and unimproved canoe launch sites offer limited access to a scenic river. The area also offers diverse wildlife habitat; Great Blue Heron, hawks, kingfishers, fox, rabbit, raccoon, other birds and small mammals are abundant. There are no established parking areas and there are no user fees. For the Assessors information about the parcels, please refer to Appendix D. Please see the City Lands & Facilities - Conservation Land section and the Non-Profit Lands section of this Plan for more information on this Greenway.

2. Leominster State Forest (4,265 acres total / 2,750.40 acres (approximately) in Leominster) is located in the northwest section of the City in a Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District and borders Westminster, Princeton, Fitchburg and Sterling. The Forest is managed by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). The facilities include trails for hiking, cross country skiing and snowmobiling, rock climbing, a swimming area with available rest rooms and facilities, a snack bar and picnic area, as well as parking areas. For current fees, please check the State website. In 2013, the parking fee was $35 per year for in-state residents and $45.00 for out-of-state residents. Without the MassParks Pass, daily parking fees are currently $2 at scenic and historic sites; $5 or $8 at inland beach areas and range from $3-$13 at ocean beaches (http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/passes-and-fees/buy-parks-pass-dcr-generic.html). For more information on the state forest, please see the following website: 
(www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/lmsf.htm).
3. The Metropolitan District Commission owns a 38.47-acre piece of property located near Bartlett’s Pond on Wachusett Street. The property (MBLU# 546/18) is located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. Additionally, the MDC has placed a conservation restriction 98.6 acres of a 103.5 acre parcel at the corner of Elm Street and Wachusett Street (1326 Elm Street - MBLU# 358/1) as described in the Less-than-Fee Interests section of this Plan.

City Lands & Facilities - Conservation Land:
1. Bartlett Swamp Area is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. The Bartlett Swamp area consists of 12 parcels totaling 126.98 acres and is located in the southwest section of the City off Wachusett Street in a Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. These parcels abut land owned by the Massachusetts Metropolitan District Commission and privately owned Chapter 61 property. There is no access to the area, which consists of wooded swamplands and has seasonal wetness. Some hunting is done in the areas along with some hiking and nature study. For the Assessors information about the parcels, please refer to Appendix D.

2. Fall Brook Greenway (portion of) is a network of 162.76 acres of protected open space in the southern part of the City that runs along the Fall Brook south to Lake Samoset. This greenway is under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission, Leominster Land Trust, the Massachusetts Audubon Society, and a private group of landowners and consists of the following conservation parcels consisting of 56.57 acres. Also, please see the Non-Profit Lands and the City Lands - Public Fields, Parks, Playgrounds, & Recreation Sites sections of this Plan for the additional properties in this greenway. 

· Fall Brook Conservation Area - This Area (MBLU# 436/1) is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. The area consists of 17 acres and is located off Litchfield Street in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District adjacent to Arthur A. Fournier Sr. Memorial Park. Fall Brook runs through the Area surrounded by wetlands and hiking trails. 

· Grant Street/Lisciotti Property - This property (MBLU# 438/4) consists of 17.3 acres and is located off of Grant Street in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The land was purchased with a grant from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) in 1999-2000. 

· Bassett Forest Conservation Area - This parcel is under jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission and contains mostly wetlands and woods. The Area (MBLU# 328/60) is 15.5 acres and is located in the southeast section of the City at 20 Bassett Street in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The Conservation Commission has a license agreement with the Leominster Lassie League Association to use fields for softball. This conservation area abuts the Massachusetts Audubon Society’s Lincoln Woods Wildlife Sanctuary.

· Leominster Boulevard - In 2001-2002, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 6.77 acres (MBLU# 454/148/0, 454/151/6, 454/152/8, 454/157/0, and 454/159/6) on Leominster Boulevard, Oak Road and Larch Road in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. 

In addition, there are a number of parcels currently in the City’s Tax Title program along Lakeshore Drive that could augment this greenway. For the Assessors information about the parcels, please refer to Appendix D.

3. Gardner Hill is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. This site (MBLU# 571/2 and 571/3A) contains 33.32 acres and is located in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District on Elm Street adjacent to Barrett Park. For more information on the parcels in Barrett Park, please see the City Lands - Public Fields, Parks, Playgrounds, & Recreation Sites section of this Plan.

4. Johnny Appleseed Park is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. The Park (MBLU# 375/2, 377/1, 377/2) is 11.9 acres and is located along the Johnny Appleseed Lane in the southeast section of the City in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. There is no access or parking in the Park. Nearby, the Leominster Historical Society owns a .08 acre parcel (MBLU# 375/4), which contains fenced-in historical memorial. The surrounding area is steeply sloped and abuts I-190 just north of a former gravel and sandpit. 

5. Lane Comerford Area/Nashua River Greenway (portion of) - The portion of this area that is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission is called the North Nashua River Area. These parcels consist of 24.74 acres and are located off of Mechanic Street, Lancaster Street and Route I-190 in the eastern portion of the City. The area is located in an Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District, has frontage on a street and is comprised of mostly steep slopes with dense wooded undergrowth. For the Assessors information about the parcels, please refer to Appendix D. Please see sections 5.B.1 (State Lands & Facilities) and 5.B.2 of this Plan for additional information on this greenway.
6. Monoosnoc Greenway is a vast network of protected open space in the western portion of the City that includes land owned by the Conservation Commission, the Water Department and the Leominster Land Trust. A network of trails runs through this Greenway. A map of this Monoosnoc Ridge Trail system can be found in Appendix G of this Plan. The Conservation Commission has jurisdiction over 826.91 acres consisting of the following parcels:
· Amico Property – Mt. Elam Road (MBLU# 429/5b - 55.8 acres) In 2006/2007 the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 55.8 acres at 1041 Mt Elam Road.
· Anderson Self-Help Properties – In 2001-2002, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 30.81 acres (MBLU# 535/5 and 537/2) off of Elm Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission.
· Barnes Property - Jungle Road (MBLU# 305/10, 3.52 acres) In 2006/2007 the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 3.52 acres at Jungle Road.

· Barnes Property - West Jungle Road (MBLU# 305/9, 10.6 acres) In 2006/2007 the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 10.6 acres at West Jungle Road.

· Caron Property – In 1999-2000, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 127.52 acres (MBLU# 538/1 and 539/2) off of Granite Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. 
· Cutler Property – In 2000-2001, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 120.78 acres (MBLU# 519/6&8, 520/1&2 and 540/5) off of Elm and Hill Streets in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. The Cutler Property was placed under conservation deed restriction. The land is mostly partially wooded and partially meadow. The Deed restriction prohibits any development of the property and preserve the area as wildlife habitat (Deed Book 0382,5 Page 169).  
· Day Property - In 2002-2003, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 6 acres (MBLU# 513/3) north of Granite Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. 
· Federal Circle Property - The Conservation Commission manages and has jurisdiction over 2.49 acres located off of Federal Circle. The property (MBLU# 363/43) is located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. 

· Monoosnoc Acres – In 1996-1997, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 129.41 acres (MBLU# 363/5, 364/1, 364/2, 364/3, 365/1) off of Granite Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission.
· Mullan Property – In 2001-2002, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 6 acres (MBLU# 429/3) off Route 2 in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission.

· Neely Property - In 2004-2005, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 8.87 acres at 160 Chestnut Street. The property (MBLU# 516/10) is located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District.
· Nutting Property - 1041 Mt Elam Road, MBLU# 362/16, 12.3 acres. In 2006/2007 the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 12.3 acres at 1041 Mt. Elam Road.

· Old Boy Scout Camp – In 1996-1997, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 34 acres (MBLU# 511/2) off of Granite Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission.

· Olde Tavern Road - These properties (MBLU# 514/4/A & 514/11/B) consist of 21.2 acres and are located in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The property was set aside in the Kendall Hill Estates residential subdivision and was donated to the Conservation Commission in 1997. 

· Pappas Property - In 2002-2003, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 23 acres (MBLU# 513/1) on Granite Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. 
· Piermarini Property – In 2002-2003, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 12 acres (MBLU# 525/1) on Elm Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission. 
· Revolution Drive Lots – In 2002-2004, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 13.19 acres (MBLU# 363/60, 62, 63, 64) on Revolution Drive in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission.

· Rose Lot - This lot (MBLU# 511/3) consists of 20 acres and is located on West Street (west of) in a Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. This lot is former tax title land (property owner was Henry Rose) was transferred to the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission in 1991 and recorded at the Registry of Deeds in 2001.
· Sholan Farms – In 2001, in conjunction with the state and other local conservation organizations, the City purchased Sholan Farms, a 167.02-acre apple orchard, for $4.75 million. The Farm (MBLU# 402/1 and 403/1) is located on Pleasant Street in both the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District and the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. In exchange for a conservation restriction on municipal watershed land (still in progress), the State contributed $2,600,000 to the City’s purchase of the Farm. The City contributed $500,000 and through the Friends of Sholan Farms, raised funds for the remainder of the purchase price. An Agricultural Preservation/Conservation Restriction was sold to the Commonwealth for $1,583,000 in June 2001. For more information on Sholan Farms, please see its website (www.sholanfarms.com). 
· Surrette Property – In 1998-1999, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 28.76 acres (MBLU# 539/4) off of Granite Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission.

· Tommy Williams Trust Land – In 1998-1999, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program) to assist in the purchase of 81.67 acres (MBLU# 512/1 and 512/5) off of Granite Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission.

· Vachon Property – In 2002-2003, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Self-Help Program (now known as the LAND Program)  to assist in the purchase of 2.94 acres (MBLU# 408/4) on Elm Street in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The property is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission.

For information on the other types of land in the Monoosnoc Greenway, please see the Non-Profit Lands section of this Plan. 

7. Old Smith Pond Meadow is under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission and is 15.11 acres. The area (MBLU# 506/1) is located in the northwest section of the City off Granite Street in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. Access to the wet meadow is restricted to the businesses at 43 Granite Street parking lot. The Smith Pond Dam was breached in the 1990s and the area now includes a wet meadow, which was once a pond, and Monoosnoc Brook runs through the meadow and flows out of the area. The immediate surrounding lands are private property with some business development on Granite Street.

8. Prospect Park - See description under City Lands - Public Fields, Parks, Playgrounds, & Recreation Sites section of this Plan.
9. Robin Road/Theodore Drive properties – In 2000, the Conservation Commission purchased 8.68 acres of land along Robin Road and Theodore Drive. The properties (MBLU# 556/31 and 556/32) are located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District.

10. Weathervane Drive property - The Conservation Commission manages and has jurisdiction over 1.69 acres on Weathervane Drive. The property (MBLU# 549/200) is located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District.

City Lands & Facilities - Recreation Land:

1. The Anderson Urban Self-Help Properties is under the jurisdiction and management of the Recreation Commission. In 1997-1998, the City applied to and received funding from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs/Division of Conservation Services’ Urban Self-Help Program (now known as the PARC Program) to assist in the purchase of these 35.83 acres. This site (MBLU# 516/6 and 516/9) is located in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District on Elm Street adjacent to Barrett Park. For more information about Barrett Park, please refer to the City Lands - Public Fields, Parks, Playgrounds, & Recreation Sites section of this Plan.

2. Leominster Landfill is located in an Industrial Zoning District off Mechanic Street (MBLU# 445/1) and consists of 30.86 acres. At the time the landfill was capped, the DEP placed a deed restriction on the site restricting the use of the site for recreational purposes only. Massachusetts Legislation S2074 amendment 2013, now allows for both passive recreation and renewable energy.  In 2013, the City received proposals for a solar park and for athletic fields.

5.B.2 
Non-profit Lands

The City of Leominster is fortunate to have many non-profit organizations that are active in open space protection efforts within the City. The following section describes the lands of the local land trusts and similar private nonprofit groups, described according to features, usage and potential.

1. The Louise I. Doyle Estate/The Trustees of Reservations Land is located in the north central section of the City mostly along Route 2 and Lindell Avenue in the Residence B and Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning Districts. The Trustees own and manage 28 properties totaling 161.54 acres. The Trustees of Reservations is a nonprofit organization founded in 1891 that acquires and maintains publicly accessible landscapes across Massachusetts. For more information about this organization, please visit its website (www.thetrustees.org).

2. Fall Brook Greenway (portion of) is a network of 146.87 acres of protected open space in the southern part of the City that is under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission, the Leominster Land Trust, the Massachusetts Audubon Society, and a private group of landowners (also see the City Lands & Facilities - Conservation Land and the City Lands & Facilities - Public Fields, Parks, Playgrounds, & Recreation Sites sections of this Plan).

· Massachusetts Audubon Society – Lincoln Woods Wildlife Sanctuary is located off Union Street in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The Society owns five parcels in the City consisting of 63.4 acres, containing forest, wetlands, wildlife habitat, trails and areas for nature study. This area is open to the public free of charge.

· Conservation Land - This 7.79-acre property (MBLU# 329/4) on Litchfield Street was set aside as a result of an Open Space Community Development (cluster) subdivision in 1991. The property is owned by the Tanagers Conservation Land Trust, managed by the Leominster Conservation Commission (Deed Book 2129, Page 248-249) and is located in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. There is a conservation restriction on this property.

· Leominster Land Trust land in the vicinity of Lake Samoset - The Leominster Land Trust purchased a 9.12 acre parcel on Harbor Light Road (MBLU# 400/1/11) in 2003. This property is located within the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District and is 50% wetlands.
· Leominster Land Trust land east of Arthur A. Fournier Sr. Memorial Park – The Leominster Land Trust owns three parcels in the vicinity of Lynnhaven Road off of Litchfield Street. The properties (MBLU#s 436/66, 436/16, and 436/24) consist of 4.15 acres, 1.08 acres, and .20 acres respectively. These parcels are all located in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. 

3. Holland Woods Conservation Land - This 11.03-acre property (MBLU# 396/240 & 396/270) was set aside as a result of an Open Space Community Development (cluster) subdivision in 1995. The property is owned by the Holland Woods Conservation Land Trust and is located in both the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) and Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning Districts along Pleasant Street and Holland Woods Road. 
4. Lane Comerford/North Nashua River Greenway (portion of) – Two properties owned by the Leominster Land Trust are located in this Greenway. The first is a 20.33-acre property (MBLU# 468/2) that is located off Damon Street along the North Nashua River in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. It directly abuts property in the Lane Comerford/North Nashua River Greenway off of Lancaster Street (MBLU# 376/2) and the City’s portion of the Central North Nashua River Valley ACEC. The second property is located on Fallbrook Avenue (MBLU# 444/2/C) in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District and consists of 1.16 acres. See sections 5.A.4 and 5.B.1 of this Plan for additional information on the ACEC and this Greenway.

5. Monoosnoc Greenway (portion of) is a network of protected open space in the western portion of the City that includes land owned by the Conservation Commission, the Water Department and the Leominster Land Trust. The Leominster Land Trust has jurisdiction over the following parcels totaling 43.02 acres:

· Sheldon Hill Open Space Property – The Leominster Land Trust owns a 27.53 acre parcel on Elm Street (MBLU# 505/2) on the west side of the City. This property was purchased in September of 2002 and is located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. A hiking trail on this property was dedicated to Mary Albertson, a former Planning Director of Leominster, MA. The trail was unsuitable for hiking due to the wetlands and has been relocated further up Elm Street. 
· Granite Street Properties - The Leominster Land Trust owns two properties on Granite Street on the west side of the City. The first was purchased in January of 1999 and consists of 7.34 acres (MBLU# 539/3). The other property consists of 8.15 acres (MBLU# 539/1) and was purchased in May of 1999. Both properties are located in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District.

For information on the Conservation land in the Monoosnoc Greenway, please see the City Lands & Facilities - Conservation Land section of this Plan.

6. Pierce’s Pond – This 28.6-acre property was purchased by the Leominster Land Trust in 2003. The property (MBLU# 262/2-G) is located at the northwest quadrant of the intersection of Lindell Avenue and Merriam Avenue in the Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District.

7. Sky Lane, Parcel A – This 8.45-acre property was purchased by the Leominster Land Trust in 2004. The property (MBLU# 369/14/C) is located off Sky Lane in the northwestern part of the City in the Rural Residential & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District.

5.B.3 
Other Public, Unprotected Lands 

The following section describes land owned by a government agency that is unprotected as to future development. Examples throughout the state of such property are state hospitals, prison grounds, state and federal schools and institutions. In many cases, this land may be used presently in a particular manner, but there is no assurance that it will be used in that manner in perpetuity.

Federal & State Lands:

1. U.S. Post Office - The U.S. Postal Service owns property at 68 Main Street. This site (MBLU# 29/14) consists of .96 acres in downtown Leominster and is located in the Business B Zoning District.

2. The State Pool is located at 111 Viscoloid Avenue in a densely developed area in a Residential B Zoning District. This site (MBLU# 171/4) is under the jurisdiction of the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), is managed by the City of Leominster Recreation Department under a memorandum of agreement and consists of 5.24 acres. There is a fee to use the facility and lifeguards and swimming programs are provided during the summer months. 

3. Whalom Lake Access is owned by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and is located in the northern section of the City in a Residence A & Agriculture (RA) Zoning District. The Access (MBLU# 282/11) consists of .52 acres and is located on Lakeside Avenue. Whalom Lake and associated recreation areas in the Town of Lunenburg are under the jurisdiction and management of the Whalom Lake Association. A boat ramp is located on the Leominster-Lunenburg boundary and is available to residents of the Town of Lunenburg and the City of Leominster. 
4. Various Unprotected Parcels are owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts throughout the City totaling approximately 76.25 acres. For the Assessors information about the parcels, please refer to Appendix D.

City Lands & Facilities - Public Fields, Parks, Playgrounds, & Recreation Sites:

1. Arthur A. Fournier Sr. Memorial Park (525 Litchfield Street)
This site is under the jurisdiction of the Recreation Department and consists of approximately 20.45 acres. The Park (MBLU# 436/1) lies in the Fallbrook Greenway adjacent to the Fallbrook Conservation Area, which is approximately 17 acres, and is located on Litchfield Street partly in both the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RRA) and Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning districts. Contained in the Park are two (2) lighted softball fields & a Pop Warner football field with lights (all three are fenced), playground equipment for ages 2-5 and another for ages 5-12 constructed in 2011, two tennis courts and two basketball courts that are in good condition. There is a stone dust walking path around the perimeter of the Park. The Recreation Department manages the softball fields, which are widely used for games and tournaments. During their season, the Adult Men’s Softball Association is responsible for maintaining the softball fields. The City leases the Pop Warner field to the Pop Warner Association, which is responsible for the maintenance of this field. The Pop Warner and Adult Men’s Softball Associations both have a concession stand and restrooms. Parking is provided at a paved area in the lower lot and a sand parking lot in the upper lot. For information on the other land in the Fallbrook Greenway, also see the City Owned Conservation Land and the Other Protected Land sections of this Plan.
2. Bachand Field (140 Twelfth Street) 
This site is under the jurisdiction of the Recreation Commission & the DPW and is used by the Little League Association. The Field (MBLU# 167/1) is located in the southeast section of the City, at 140 Twelfth Street (40 American Way) in a Residence B Zoning District. The site is 3.45 acres, which includes three fenced in baseball fields, one of which is equipped with lights, bleachers, rest rooms, concession stand and a paved area for parking. 

3. Barrett Park (40 Barrett Park Way Drive) 

This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the Recreation Department, the Conservation Commission and the Department of Public Works (DPW)/ Forestry and Parks Division. It is located in the southwest section of the City off Chestnut Street, in a Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning district and consists of the following 8 parcels that total 117.94 acres: 
· Barrett Park & Colburn Pond - These parcels (MBLU# 345/1 and 409/3) consists of 39.92 acres and includes an 8.9 acre pond (not used at the present for swimming due to water turbidity-the pond is used for fishing and paddle boats can be rented from the Recreation Dept.), one area with playground equipment, a picnic area, two tennis courts, a program building with handicap restrooms, a pavilion, and a main building where the Recreation Department’s main office is located. The Park has two areas for parking, one within the Park and the other located outside the main gate. The program building is handicap accessible and available for group use. The tennis courts are in need of repair. The playground equipment is in fairly good condition but needs updating. The Recreation Department provides summer programs at this site. 
· The Anderson Property consists of two parcels that together contain 35.83 acres adjacent to the Park. For a description of this property, please see the description under the Other Protected Land section. 
· Gardner Hill consists of two parcels that together contain 33.32 acres adjacent to the Park. For a description of this property, please see the City Owned Conservation Land section of this Plan.

· Veronica Russell Conservation Area consists of two parcels adjacent to Barrett Park, totaling 8.87 acres. For a description of this property, please see the City Owned Conservation Land section of this Plan.

There are several blazed hiking trails throughout Barrett Park and the adjacent conservation properties with trail signage. Trail maps are available on the City’s website and at the Recreation Department office.

4. Carter Field (261 West Street) 

This site is under the jurisdiction of the School Department and management of the Recreation Department and is located in the northwest section of the City on Merriam Avenue (Lot 2). This site (MBLU# 113/1/A) is located in a Residential B zoning district. This site was once part of a 4.5-acre parcel that contained the Carter Junior High School. In 2000, the property was divided and the portion with the building was sold to Simsbury Associates, which plans to develop an assisted living facility within the existing building. Carter Field now consists of 2.21 acres and includes playground equipment installed in 2002 for ages 2-5, a field for field hockey, soccer, or football. The Recreation Department maintains the site’s facilities and permits the summer, evening, and weekend use.
5. Carter Park (125 Main Street)

This site is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Works (DPW)/ Forestry and Parks Division and is managed by the Leominster Historical Society and the DPW. Carter Park (MBLU# 24/9) is 2.24 acres and is located off Main and Summer Streets next to the Old Town Common and Pine Grove Cemetery. The Park is located in a Residence B Zoning District in the central part of the City and contains a Civil War Memorial dedicated to Oliver Hazard of the Massachusetts 54th Regiment in the center of the Park with a flagpole, a cannon, and a gazebo. Train tracks run though the center of the Park; however, the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority has granted right-of-way easements. The Park is used during the summer months for band concerts and special events. There is some lighting near the gazebo and on-site parking is limited. 

6. Central Square (Corner of Central Street and Lancaster Street) 
This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division. The Square (MBLU# 93/1) is approximately .10 acres and is in the southeast section of the City located on Central Street situated in a Business B zoning district. It consists of benches and landscaped plantings. The Firefighter’s Memorial was moved from this site and relocated to the City Common, also known as Monument Square.

7. Doyle Field (206 Priest Street)

This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division/Doyle Field Commission and contains 17.28 acres. The field (MBLU# 64/1) is located in the northwest section of the City on Priest and Green Street in a Residence B zoning district. The main sports field areas are surrounded by a fence and include a clubhouse, a combination football/soccer/lacrosse field with bleachers, two brick concession stands with rest rooms, brick ticket boxes, a brick coach’s box and a brick press box. Other fenced in areas include, an older stone dust running track that can not be used for organized meets, a lighted baseball field with brick dugouts and bleachers, and playground equipment for ages 2-5 and another for ages 5-12 constructed in 2009. Doyle Field is the most utilized municipal facility in the City and is widely used for organized sports, school sports, recreation programs, and by private individuals. 

8. Doyle Tennis Courts (206 Priest Street)

These courts are under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division and the Recreation Commission. The eight tennis courts, surrounded by a fence, were reconstructed in 2008. They are located on 4.08 acres (MBLU# 64/3) across the street from Doyle Field in a Residence B zoning district. The Recreation Department offers tennis programs at these tennis courts and the high school uses the courts for their tennis teams. Parking facilities are available off of Priest Street between the tennis courts and Priest Street School. 


9. Evelyn Hachey Park (Corner of Laurie Drive and Pond Street)

This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division. The Park (MBLU# 8/10) is approximately .4 acres and is located on Pond Street in a Residence C zoning district. This facility consists of walking paths, lawn and park benches, an antique light pole, a memorial stone and several flowerbeds.

10. Fairfield Park (Corner of Fairfield Street and West Street)

This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division. The Park (MBLU# 367/20) is located at Fairfield Road in a Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning district and consists of 2.13 acres. This park is heavily vegetated with a brook running through it. It is not designed for active recreation uses.

11. French Hill Park (Laurie J. Cormier Park) 

This site is under the jurisdiction and management of both the Recreation Department and the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division. The Rotary Club also helps with maintaining this park. The Park (MBLU# 38/1) is located at the corner of Water and Third Streets in a Residence C zoning district and consists of approximately .12 acres. It contains a walkway, small ornamental trees, and flowers, with accompanying benches. The Park was dedicated to Laurie J. Cormier, who was Mayor of Leominster from 1956-1964.
12. Heritage Lane (Off 1050 Main Street on Eastern Avenue) 

This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division. This site (MBLU# 255/41) is 1.49 acres and is located in the northern section of the City, off Eastern Avenue (rear Main Street). This fenced-in area is situated in a Residence B zoning district. At the present, there has been no development at this site and it is overgrown.
13. Justin DeSantis Field (40 Bernice Avenue) 

This site is under the jurisdiction of the Recreation Department and is used by the Little League Association. The Field (MBLU# 419/19) is located in the northern section of the City at 40 Bernice Avenue in a Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning district. The site is 3.57 acres, including three lighted baseball fields with fencing, bleachers, rest rooms and a snack bar. There is a dirt parking lot available. The fields are used on a seasonal basis.
14. Leominster Lassie League Fields (20 Bassett Street)

These fields are under the jurisdiction and management of the Conservation Commission and the Lassie League and are located within the boundaries of the Bassett Forest Conservation Area. The Fields (MBLU# 328/60) are located in the southeast section of the City off Central Street in a Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning district. The site is 4 acres, which includes three softball fields, bleachers, a paved lot, a concession stand and restrooms. Both fields are used on a seasonal basis by the Lassie League Association under a license agreement.
15. Monoosnoc Brook Association Park (Monument Square behind Rollstone Bank)
This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division. The Park (MBLU# 16/5/A) consists of .24 acres and is located in the Business B zoning district in Monument Square.
16. Monument Square (1 Main Street area – downtown) 

This site is under the jurisdiction of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division and is managed by the Leominster Historical Commission. The triangular-shaped site (MBLU# 1/22) plays a major role in the traffic network of downtown because it is bounded on its three sides by Route 12, West Street, and Park Street. The total area of the square is .46 acres. The site is located in a Business B zoning district. Monument Square is a passive recreation area, convenient to downtown shoppers and surrounding neighborhoods. The Square offers benches, shade trees/ornamental shrubs, walking paths and various memorials.
17. North Main Street Park (Junction of Grove Avenue and North Main Street)

This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division. The Park (MBLU# 67/1) is .06 acres and is located in the northern section of the City at the junction of Grove Avenue and North Main Street in a Residence A zoning district. The Park consists of walking paths and park benches, all of which surround a large pine tree.
18. Number 6 Community Center (3 Wachusett Street) 

This site is located in the southern section of the City at 3 Wachusett Street. This site (MBLU# 490/3) is located in a dense Rural Residence & Agriculture (RRA) zoning district. The property on which the #6 Community Center sits is .49 acres in size and the facility contains the former schoolhouse and a playground with trees situated throughout the yard. The property is owned by the City of Leominster, but the Center is a State-chartered non-profit, self-maintained organization run by a President and a Board of Directors. Funds for running and maintaining this facility are derived from membership fees, fairs, events and parties. One must be a member to use the facility.
19. Prospect Park (opposite 321 Prospect Street)

This site is under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission and the Recreation Department. The Park (MBLU# 411/46, 411/49) is 35.68 acres and is located in the northeast section of Leominster on Prospect and Lawrence Streets in a Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning district. Most of the land was taken by eminent domain in 1973, for conservation and recreation purposes, but 9.68 acres of this land was given as a gift to the Leominster Recreation Department. This 9.68-acre area contains walking trails and a small pond with a brook and bridges over the brook. The Leominster Trail Stewards and local Boy Scouts have assisted the Recreation Department on several occasions with building bridges and the clearing and marking of trails. This area is not heavily used and requires continuous maintenance to keep up with the growth of vegetation. Parking is on a grass lot that needs to be improved for year round accessibility.
20. Third Street Playground & Water Park (Louis Charpentier Playground) (163 Third Street)

This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the Recreation Department. The Park (MBLU# 43/2) is located at 163 Third Street directly behind St. Cecilia’s Church in a Residence C zoning district and consists of .34 acres. This Park was constructed in 1999 and includes handicap accessible playground equipment for ages 5-12, water play features on a concrete pad, a small grassy area with a picnic table and benches.
21. Whitney Field is under the jurisdiction and management of the DPW/Forestry and Parks Division and the Recreation Commission. The field (MBLU# 568/7) is a level open area below the Spring Street extension and serves as an open area for the nearby residential neighborhood consisting of 1 acre. It is located in the Residence C Zoning District and was once part of a large city park that is now known as the Mall at Whitney Field. The Monoosnoc Brook runs alongside the property making the land very wet and not suitable for organized sports programs. As a result, the Field is only accessible for foot traffic and has become overgrown. 
City Lands - Public Schools:

1. Bennett School (K) at 145 Pleasant Street
This site is under the management and jurisdiction of the School Department and the Recreation Department and is located in the southwest section of the City in a Residence B zoning district. The site (MBLU# 10/1) consists of 3.19 acres and has limited parking facilities, a lighted basketball court with bleachers, a flat field for soccer or touch football and two areas with playground equipment and swings. The Recreation Department maintains and distributes permits for the use of the Basketball Court and playing field behind the building after 5:00 p.m. 


2. Fall Brook Elementary School (1-4) at 25 DeCicco Drive
This site is under the jurisdiction and management of the School Department is located in the southwest section of the City in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RRA) zoning district. This site (MBLU# 397/1) consists of 46.4 acres and also includes the Samoset School. The Recreation Department maintains and distributes permits for the first playing field next Fallbrook School. The School Department maintains the playground structures and swings as well as mowing around the school and emptying the trash.
3. Johnny Appleseed Elementary School (1-4) at 845 Main Street
This site is under the management and jurisdiction of the School Department and is located in the northern section of the City in a Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning district. This site (MBLU# 486/2) consists of 7.78 acres of land. The following facilities are available for recreational use: a ball field, a basketball court and a playground with equipment.


4. Leominster Senior High School/Center for Technical Education (9-12) at 122 Granite Street
This site is under the management and jurisdiction of the School Department and is located in the northwest section of the City in a Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning district. The High School (MBLU# 126/1 and 126/5) consists of 42.51 acres, including the following facilities: three large fields for organized athletics and recreation with parking on the west side of the site. The Recreation Department offers various sports instructional programs during the summer months at this site. Currently the City is proposing a new athletic complex behind Leominster High School to support softball, football, and track and field.

5. Sky View Middle School (5-8) at 35 Page Avenue
This site is under the management and jurisdiction of the School Department and is located in the northeast section of the City in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RRA) zoning district. This site (MBLU# 382/9 and 382/9/A) consists of 66.15 acres that include: one baseball field, a soccer/softball field and basketball hoops.


6. Northwest School (1-4) at 45 Stearns Avenue
This site is under the management and jurisdiction of the School Department and is located in the northwest section of the City in a Residence A & Agriculture (RAA) zoning district. This site (MBLU# 179/1 and 179/1/A) consists of 8.04 acres that include: four fenced-in little league fields, a touch football field, with playground equipment, and basketball court. The National Little League Association uses and maintains the little league fields. 


7. Priest Street School (K) at 115 Priest Street
This site is under the management and jurisdiction of the School Department and is located in the northwest section of the City next to Doyle Field in a Residence B zoning district. This site (MBLU# 64/2) sits on 1.99 acres, part of which includes a tot lot playground with equipment and a basketball court.


8. Samoset School (5-8) at 100 DeCicco Drive
This site is under the management and jurisdiction of the School Department and is located in the southwest section of the City in the Rural Residence & Agriculture (RRA) zoning district. This site (MBLU# 397/1) consists of 46.4 acres, which also includes the Fallbrook Elementary School. The School Department maintains the grounds and handles the permitting of the two playing fields, but not the three soccer fields. The Soccer fields are permitted and maintained by the Leominster Youth Soccer Association. Thirty-seven acres of property at this site is under the jurisdiction of the Recreation Department.


9. Southeast Elementary School (5-8) at 95 Viscoloid Avenue
This site is under the management and jurisdiction of both the Recreation Department and the School Department and is located in the southeastern section of the City in a Residence B zoning district. This site (MBLU# 171/2) contains 14 acres consisting of a ballfield, two basketball and two tennis courts, and a skate park. The Recreation Department maintains and handles the permitting of the Johnson Street Playground area at this site. 
Other Municipal Property:

1. Clinton Water Works owns property and a waterbody in the City that is located in the southwest section of the City off of May Street. This site MBLU# 404/1 and 548/6) is located in a Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District and consists of 105.5 acres. In 2005,  the management of Heywood Reservoir was sold to the Mass Dept of Fish and Wildlife. The last dam to be developed in the upper watershed, located in the Heywood Basin, was constructed around 1926 and is the largest reservoir in the system. In 1950, a gravel pit opened on the south side of Upper North Row Road almost adjacent to the Wekepeke, and continued to extract material until the early 1970’s. In the 1960’s, the Wekepeke property was officially decommissioned as a public water supply. In 2004, the Town of Clinton negotiated a conservation restriction on their property within Sterling and Leominster to preserve the area and limit its use. In 2007, the property was tested by Nestle Waters North America (NWNA) as a potential source of bottle quality spring water. The Town of Clinton then solicited proposals for development of the resource area before ultimately voting to reject the Nestle proposal in 2008. The property is now used for fishing and for swimming and is managed by the Massachusetts Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
2. Evergreen Cemetery is located at 357 Main Street (MBLU# 270/3) in a Commercial Zoning District and consists of 56.75 acres. This cemetery is under the jurisdiction of the Cemetery Division of the Leominster DPW. 

3. (City of) Fitchburg owns a total of 53.91 acres of land in the City of Leominster with the majority of the acreage (50 acres – MBLU# 429/4), being forest land located on Route 2 in a Rural Residence & Agriculture (RR) Zoning District. The remaining acreage is divided amongst 6 parcels (see Appendix D for details on those parcels).

4. Frances H. and Jonathan Drake House is an historic house located at 21 Franklin Street (MBLU# 13/9) in an Industrial Zoning District that served as a stop on the Underground Railroad. The Greek Revival house was built in 1848 and added to the National Register of Historical Places in 2008. The City of Leominster purchased the building in 2013 and is currently working on its restoration and reuse. 
5. Leominster Senior Center and the Veterans Center are located at 5 Pond Street and 100 West Street, respectively. The site (MBLU# 80/7) consists of 1.34 acres and is located in a Residence B Zoning District.

6. Pine Grove Cemetery (MBLU# 25/1) is located at the intersection of Routes 12 and 13 in a Residence B Zoning District and consists of 3 acres. This cemetery is under the jurisdiction of the Cemetery Division of the Leominster DPW. For more information about Pine Grove Cemetery, please refer to Sacred & Profane: A Preservation Plan for Pine Grove Cemetery (2001) by Kathleen Glastetter.

7. Rockwell Pond is not under the jurisdiction and management of any city agency and is adjacent to the Senior Citizen Center and the Veterans Center on West and Pond Streets. This 11.01 acre pond (MBLU# 121/9) is located in a Residence B Zoning District and is used for fishing. 

8. Various Unprotected Parcels are owned by the City of Leominster throughout the City totaling approximately 847.89 acres. For the Assessors information about the parcels, please refer to Appendix D.

For a list of the conservation and recreation parcels from Section 5, please refer to Appendix F for an open space inventory matrix.
Section 6
Community Vision

Leominster is an active community where all its children and adults can find a broad range of opportunities to recreate and where the natural environment is appreciated and cared for by all residents. This Vvsion begins with a commitment by our City’s leaders to plan for and promote more active and healthy lifestyles for all of our residents and a commitment to providing leadership, direction and passion in the stewardship of our natural resources and to sustain and enhance their value to the community.  These commitments and this vision lead to the following community goals and objectives for the future protection and development of our open space and recreational resources listed in Section 6.B. 

6.A
Description of Process
During the summer of 2013, the Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee met on several occasions, sent out an Open Space and Recreation Survey to the community, and also conducted a public comment meeting to update the Open Space and Recreation Plan.  For the public meeting, the Committee sent out press releases to two local newspapers, the local radio station, and the local cable television station. Additionally, flyers were also posted at City Hall and sent home with children who attended the summer recreation programs.  Local conservation organizations were informed and asked to spread the word to their membership in the City.   

During the Committee meetings, a variety of goals and objectives were presented and discussed. The survey also provided suggestions for goals and objectives for the Committee to consider including in the plan. From all of this input and the personal knowledge of Committee members, the goals and objectives that the Committee thought were most relevant and timely are listed in Section 6.B below. The Committee realizes that the community may not be able to complete all of these goals and objectives in the next seven-year period, but these are our aspirations for furthering Leominster’s open space and recreation assets.

6.B
Statement of Open Space & Recreation Goals
The City of Leominster is widely known for being the birthplace of Johnny Appleseed and the Pioneer Plastics City/Plastics City USA. However, the community has so much more to offer with its vast forest, protected open space and trails system. Keeping this in mind, the Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee would like to make it their mission to preserve, promote, protect and purchase open space for recreational and conservation uses. As part of that mission, the following eight (8) goals over the next seven years were set: 

1.
Make our recreational areas more attractive and accessible to encourage increased use by local residents.
2.
Increase the range of recreational opportunities for all ages and abilities within the City.
3.
Expand and enhance the trail network within the City of Leominster.
4.
Make Leominster a recreational destination within the state.
5.
Take a more pro-active stance with regard to the promotion of healthy and active lifestyles.

6.
Acquire key parcels of land to enhance our parks, open space inventory and watershed lands.
7.
Provide an Open Space and Recreation Plan that is up-to-date and fully useable.
8.
Improve maintenance for all City parks, playgrounds, trail heads, trails, and open space areas, along with providing clean, safe, enjoyable, and aesthetically appealing recreation sites. 
Section 7
Analysis of Needs
7.A
Summary of Resource Protection Needs
In order to protect its resources, the City of Leominster needs to…
1. Utilize the information in the State’s Biomap 2 program to identify key natural habitats and add them to the City of Leominster’s priority list of lands to acquire and protect.
2. Continue its acquisition efforts of key watershed parcels to enhance the protection of our raw water supply.
3. Enforce a Watershed Protection Ordinance.
4. Enhance partnerships with other organizations like the North County Land Trust, the Nashua River Watershed Association, Monoosnoc Brook GreenwayAssociation, Mass Audubon and The Trustees of Reservations, to improve protection of our natural resources. 

5. Increase and focus efforts to protect the water resources of the City including Monoosnoc Brook, the North Nashua River, Fall Brook, and the Wekepeke Aquifer (see related information at the following website) http://www.nashuariverwatershed.org/5yr_plan/subbasins/wekepeke.htm and http://www.wekepeke.org/).
6. Explore a more regional effort to increase the size of the bioreserve on the west side of Leominster and the eastern sides of Princeton and Westminster and the northern part of Sterling through additional land acquisitions.
7. Address severe erosion affecting our streams, ponds and reservoirs and the problems caused by past illegal motorized use on the fire roads and trails within the watershed lands.
8. Digitize the City’s Assessors parcels into a Geographic Information System (GIS) for the entire City and coordinate this effort with Mass GIS and Biomap 2 so that all the data layers work seamlessly to provide more easily used information for resource protection efforts!

7.B
Summary of Community Needs 

For its 2014-2021 Open Space & Recreation Plan, the City of Leominster conducted a survey of community needs. Below is a summary of the questions and responses:

Leominster Open Space & Recreation Survey
Question 1. In which Ward do you reside? If you are uncertain, select the day which your trash is collected.

__ Ward 1 (Monday)
__ Ward 2 (Tuesday)
__ Ward 3 (Wednesday)

__ Ward 4 (Thursday)
__ Ward 5 (Friday) 
__Not Applicable

Responses: Ward 2 provided the least number of responses at 9.97% and Ward 3 provided the most number of responses at 22.29%. 

Question 2. How long have you been a resident of Leominster?

__ I am not currently a resident
__ Less than 5 years
__ 5-10 years
__ 10-20 Years
__ More than 20 years
Responses: The majority of the responses were from individuals who have been Leominster residents for more than 20 years at 44.04% of the responses. 

Question 3. How many of the following are in your household? __ Adults
__ School age children

Responses: The majority of the responses had 2 adults and 2 school age children in their family. Two adults at 70.41% and two school aged children at 34.25%. 

Question 4. Open space and recreational opportunities are important to me because they…

	Improve the health and well-being of our residents 

	Enhance the desirability of our community




	Preserve natural lands for the future



	Increase property values 


Respondents were given a choice of Agree, Neutral, or Disagree

Responses: Over 90% of the respondents agreed that open space and recreational opportunities are important to them because they improve the health and well-being of our residents, enhance the desirability of our community and preserve natural lands for the future. 73.01% of the responses agreed that open space and recreational opportunities are important because they increase property value. 

Question 5. How often do you or your family participate in the following activities? 

	Walking
	Hiking
	Jogging/Running
	Snowshoeing
	Cross Country Skiing

	Dog Walking
	Skateboarding
	Trail Running
	Road Biking
	Mountain Biking

	BMX Biking
	Swimming
	Visit Playgrounds
	Family Picnics
	Play Outdoor Team Sports

	Tennis
	Canoeing/Kayaking
	Fishing
	Hunting
	ATV and/or Dirt Bike Riding

	Snowmobiling
	
	
	
	


Respondents were given the following choices for their responses:

Several Times Per Week
Several Times Per Month
Several Times Per Year
Never

Responses: 57.32% of the respondents indicated that they participate in walking individually or with family several times per week. 27.27% participate in swimming several times per month. 38.27% of the respondents participate in hiking several times per year. 27.78% of the respondents participate in fishing several times per year. 

Question 6. Are you satisfied with the places to recreate in Leominster for…
Youth? Yes or No 
Adults? Yes or No

Responses: Two thirds of the respondents are satisfied with the places to recreate in Leominster for youth and adults. 

Question 7. Do you feel that your recreational and open space needs are being met…
Within your Ward? Yes or No  
Within the City? Yes or No

Responses: 57.47% of residents responded that the recreational and open space needs are being met within the City. 

Question 8. Please indicate what recreational facilities need to be added, expanded or improved:
	Multi-use hard surface pathways
	Neighborhood parks
	Fishing
	Children’s play areas

	Natural surface trails
	Off-leash dog park
	Hunting
	Driving range

	Conservation areas
	Family picnic areas
	Snowmobile trails
	ATV & dirt bike trails

	Fields for outdoor sports
	Swimming pools
	Chip & put
	Other: ______

	Access points for canoes & kayaks
	Tennis courts
	Golf course
	


Respondents were given the following choices for their responses: Within Your Ward and City Wide

Responses: 82%-92% of the residents would like to see all city wide recreational facilities listed on the survey added, expanded or improved. The majority of the comments made indicated residents would like to see more bike trails, a rail trail, a dog park and safe walking paths.
Question 9. How should the City prioritize its activities and investment? 
Expand and/or improve current recreational areas and facilities

Acquire conservation land

For each of phrase, respondents were given the following choices for their responses: High Priority, Medium Priority, or Low Priority

Responses: 54.13% feel it is a high priority to expand and or improve current activities and investment in the City. 
Question 10. Please specify the location of any parcels within City boundaries that should be protected and their significance. Include the current owner’s name and address if available.

Reponses: Fifty-two (52) responses were received for this request. They included properties along Adams Street, Barnes Street, Barrett Park, Bicentennial Avenue, Bonnydale Road, Chestnut Street, Elm Street, Granite Street, Hill Street, Joslin Street, Lincoln Street, Main Street, along the Nashua River, North Street, Palmer Road, Pierce Pond, Pleasant Street, Sholan Farms, the old rail near Victory Market, Wachusett Street, and West Street.
In addition to the needs expressed in the survey responses, from the experience of the Leominster Recreation Department, the Leominster Department of Public Works, and the Leominster Trail Stewards the following list of community needs was developed:

1. Develop a Master Plan for Barrett Park which includes a specific management plan for Colburn Pond in the hopes of restoring swimming to the Park. Additionally, the Master Plan should look at the feasibility of connecting Barrett Park to the Monoosnoc Ridge Trail network and it should continue to enhance the passive recreational opportunities and the natural resources of Barrett 
2. Develop a Master Plan for Prospect Park to realize its full potential as a passive recreational gem in North Leominster and that makes the property accessible to all and makes residents aware of its existence.  

3. Conduct a recreational assessment of recreational lands and their uses within the City to determine how best to allocate the limited field resources within the City and to help determine the need for additional recreational fields.

4. Develop a trail vision that includes efforts to develop a trail guide and trail signage program that embraces well thought our rules and regulations including signs posted along well-used trails, that looks at trail connections throughout the City, and that includes a well thought out long term maintenance plan for the City’s trail network.  

5. Work to make hikers more aware of the linkage between the Leominster system of trails and the Mid-State trail.
6. Toilet facilities should be accessible to everyone, especially for the disabled and the elderly. Portable toilets should be located at each of the City’s trailhead parking areas including Granite Street, West Street, Pleasant Street at Sholan Farms and at the new proposed parking area off Elm Street.

7. Walking is a very popular activity in Leominster. More definite walking paths should be developed or modified so that they are accessible, especially for the disabled and the elderly and the walking path at Doyle Field should be enhanced and expanded to the north of Priest Street.

8. Efforts should be focused on creating groups like the Leominster Trail Stewards to provide volunteer labor to maintain city parks and other recreational sites.

9. The City should fund the digitizing of all the City’s Assessors parcels into a Geographic Information System (GIS) for public use.

This information about local needs generally agrees with the needs expressed in various surveys found in the 2012 Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) produced by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/eea/dcs/scorp-2012-final.pdf) (see below):
Results from the SCORP Public Officials Survey:
· Trails, multi-use fields, playgrounds, baseball fields, community gardens, picnic areas, and fresh water swimming areas require more resources and are likely to increase in popularity in communities over the next five years.
· The two most popular resources and activities for families and for preschoolers are playgrounds and water facilities (beach, pond, pool, etc.).

· The two most popular resources and activities for children are playgrounds and athletic fields.

· The two most popular resources and activities for adolescents are athletic fields and skate parks. 

· The two most popular resources and activities for adults are hiking/walking trails.

· The two most popular resources and activities for seniors/elderly are senior centers and hiking/walking trails.
· Adolescents/teenagers aged 13-18 is the age group that has the least of its needs met. 
· Public restrooms, teen centers and skateboard parks are the types of facilities that are most lacking in communities.

Results from the SCORP Land Trust Survey:
· Acquiring new land, trail maintenance, conservation restriction stewardship, and funding are the top four issues related to Land Trust facilities. 
· Invasive species management, control of undergrowth and weeds, and adequate parking are the most important physical issues Land Trusts are addressing.
· Illegal use of trails, littering and dumping, and conflicts between different types of users are issues they face. 
· Land Trusts struggle with making their work relevant to a more diverse audience and connecting their land to neighborhoods, schools, etc.
Results from SCORP Public Meetings: 
· Participants would like to see more trails, especially closer to where people live. People would like more car-free recreation options so they would not have to drive to a recreational activity.

· Types of trails that people would like to use are community-wide trail systems, loop trails within long-distance trail networks that can be completed in a shorter amount of time, and rail trails. These trails could also provide corridors for wildlife.

· There is a need for more water access, either for swimming or boating, and people would like to see the development of more boat ramps. A concern was expressed that available access to water will decrease as more development occurs across the state.
· To maintain high water quality, some suggested that more land be protected along waterways.

· Many people would like more websites and apps to help them find recreation areas like water access points, long distance trails, and campgrounds.

· Improved signage to find recreation sites and trails is needed.

· Swimming lessons should be provided to more people across Massachusetts. 

Results from SCORP Phone Survey:

· The majority of respondents (87%) would increase or maintain their participation in outdoor recreation in the next 5 years. Residents in large urban areas and minority respondents were more likely to say that their activity will increase. 

· When asked which activities they would like to try or do more frequently over the next 5 years, 43% of youth respondents chose canoeing, kayaking, rafting/tubing and camping.

Trends identified in SCORP:
· Respondents in Western and Central Massachsuetts were more likely to want to see more hiking trails than other regions. 

· Women cited the need for additional beaches twice as often as men.

· The top three values respondents see beyond recreation in their outdoor areas are protecting wildlife habitat, improving quality of life and protecting drinking water supplies. 

· Residents of large urban areas are more likely to walk or jog to recreation than residents in small urban cities, suburbs or rural areas. Seventeen percent (17%) of them also take public transportation to their recreation destination. 
The City of Leominster has recognized many similar recreational needs in its residents and visitors as were identified in the 2012 SCORP. As a result, specific initiatives such as increasing the range of recreational opportunities for all ages and expanding and enchancing the City’s trail network have been introduced and supported throughout the City. 
7.C
Management Needs, Potential Change of Use 

The following is a list of management needs and issues related to potential changes of land use for the City of Leominster:

1. Continue communication between the School Department, the Recreation Department, and the Department of Public Works;

2. Improved management of the use of public property by private entities, especially youth and adult sports leagues; 

3. Continue communication between the Conservation Commission, Recreation Department, Mayor’s Office, Tax Collector’s Office, and the Assessor’s Office regarding Chapter 61, 61A, 61B Property (for example, all should receive Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B right of first refusal notices concurrently);
4. Improved communication between the Conservation Commission, Recreation Department, Mayor’s Office, and the Tax Collector’s Office regarding Tax Title property (for example, all should receive notification of sales of such property concurrently); 
5. Creation of a permanent Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee that meets at least annually if not quarterly to discuss open space priorities and acquisition strategies and  the status of projects. 
Section 8
Goals and Objectives
To achieve the open space and recreation goals set forth in Section 6, the following objectives were developed:

Goal 1: 
Make our recreational areas more attractive and accessible to encourage increased use by local residents.

Objective 1A: 
Initiate a master planning process for Prospect Park, complete the master plans for Barrett Park and Sholan Farms, and revise the master plan for Doyle Field to encourage visitation, improve and increase accessibility, and guide sound development of our recreational and cultural resources.

Objective 1B: 
Address the accessibility issues at all recreation sites and on our trails within the City. 

Objective 1C: 
Explore the siting and construction of one or more dog parks within the City.

Objective 1D: 
Create a signage program that brings consistency, accuracy, style and usefulness to signage at our parks, on our trails and on our recreation lands.
Objective 1E: 
Expand and enhance the walking track at Doyle Field, consider the addition of basketball & bocce courts, chess/game tables and benches.

Objective 1F: 
Expand the skateboard park at Southeast School.
Goal 2: 
Increase the range of recreational opportunities for all ages and abilities within the City.
Objective 2A: 
Develop a shared-use path on the Twin City rail trail corridor.
Objective 2B: 
Increase the variety of cultural activities that can occur at Doyle Field.
Objective 2C: 
Continue to support all sports teams & leagues using City property
- conduct a recreational assessment to determine the need for new fields and how to better allocate the existing fields to meet the needs of the youth and adult sports leagues in the City.
Objective 2D: 
Develop a blue trail (a water trail) on the North Nashua River.

Objective 2E: 
Develop a disc golf course within the City. 
Objective 2F:
Maximize the recreation potential of the closed landfill, which is a brownfield site with redevelopment opportunities.
Goal 3: 
Expand and enhance the trail network within the City of Leominster.
Objective 3A: 
Explore completion of the greater Monoosnoc Trail loop around the City tying the various trails together within the City into a comprehensive network.
Objective 3B: 
Complete the Monoosnoc Brook Trail so it connects from Pierce Pond to the North Nashua River.
Objective 3C:
Explore the development of new trails at Skyview Middle School and elsewhere in North Leominster.

Objective 3D: 
Explore opening up existing trails at Johnny Appleseed State Park with MA DCR.
Objective 3E: 
Continue efforts to repair, re-route, re-construct trails and fire roads on the watershed lands within the City. 
Objective 3F: 
Develop a trail vision for the City with the help of the Leominster Trail Stewards. 
Objective 3G: 
Extend the existing trail network with additions in the Sholan Farms area and the north Monoosnoc Hills region.
Objective 3H: 
Upon reaching a liability agreement, continue capacity building work with the Leominster Trail Stewards to enable them to develop and maintain the City’s trail network.

Goal 4: 
Make Leominster a recreational destination within the state

Objective 4A: 
Explore development of a collaborative relationship with the Great Wolf Resorts to make trail connections from the resort to the Leominster Trail Network around Notown Reservoir.  
Objective 4B: 
Explore developing recreational opportunities in the southeastern portion of Leominster.
Objective 4C: 
Make trail connections to other communities.
Objective 4D: 
Explore the creation of a mountain bike park using lands from Leominster State Forest, the Leominster watershed lands and other protected open space to develop a formal mountain bike park. Explore building a trail connection from the new West Fitchburg train station to open space lands south of Route 2 in Leominster and Fitchburg.
Goal 5: 
Take a more pro-active stance with regard to the promotion of healthy and active lifestyles.

Objective 5A: 
Explore the steps to having Leominster designated a “mass in motion” community.
Objective 5B: 
Explore what it would take to make Leominster more “walkable” and “bikeable”.
Objective 5C: 
Support more community agriculture on City open space properties.
Objective 5D: 
Explore development of a fitness zone trail with exercise equipment.
Goal 6: 
Acquire key parcels of land to enhance our parks, open space inventory and watershed lands.
Objective 6A: 
Acquire a key parcel of private land to connect the Monoosnoc Trail at Sholan Farms with Samoset and Fall Brook schools.
Objective 6B: 
Acquire key parcel on the back side of Barrett Park to provide trail connectivity and buffering capacity; determine a trail connection with the Monoosnoc Trail.

Objective 6C: 
Acquire additional land to the north of Doyle Field for future uses.
Objective 6D: 
Develop working relationship with North County Land Trust (NCLT) to assist the City in land protection projects.
Objective 6E: 
Acquire key watershed parcels especially around Notown Reservoir and the Jungle Road well fields.
Objective 6F: 
Explore the addition of open space parcels currently owned by the Leominster Land Trust to the City’s holdings.

Objective 6G: 
Promote increased giving to the open space fund by publishing an annual report that indicates the amount of cash in the fund and what parcels have been protected with this fund.
Objective 6H: 
Research key parcel to ascertain if direct access from Pleasant Street to Barrett Park is possible.

Objective 6I:
Address the need for more conservation and recreation space including trails (greenways) in North Leominster.

Objective 6J:
Acquire property on Mechanic Street at corner of Laurel and Mechanic for future open space protection and possible recreation development.

Goal 7:
Provide an Open Space and Recreation Plan that is up-to-date and fully useable.

Objective 7A:
Involve the Open Space and Recreation Committee and Commissions in the plan updates. 

Goal 8:
Improve maintenance for all City parks, playgrounds, trail heads, trails, and open space areas, along with providing clean, safe, enjoyable, and aesthetically appealing recreation sites
Objective 8A:
Evaluate City parks and open space areas to determine their required levels of maintenance.

Objective 8B:
Obtain additional funding for open space maintenance programs, activities and staff.
Objective 8C:
Coordinate the activities of City departments involved in maintenance programs and activities.
Objective 8D:
Provide information on best management practices for leagues utilizing recreational fields.
Section 9
Seven-Year Action Plan

To achieve the open space & recreation goals and objectives set forth in Section 8, the following actions were developed and are scheduled to be completed at various times between April 2014 and April 2021. Unless otherwise stated below, these Action Items will be supported by the City of Leominster staffing budget and volunteer efforts. 
Goal 1: 
Make our recreational areas more attractive and accessible to encourage increased use by local residents.

Objective 1A: 
Initiate a master planning process for Prospect Park, complete the master plans for Barrett Park and Sholan Farms, and revise the master plan for Doyle Field to encourage visitation, improve and increase accessibility, and guide sound development of our recreational and cultural resources.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/Responsible Party

	1.
	Finalize Master Plan for Sholan Farms by the Friends of Sholan Farms (FOSF) – Initial master plan has been developed and the next steps are to work with constituents and friends to finalize the conceptual plan.
	2014
	North Central MA Community Foundation/ Friends of Sholan Farms and City’s Conservation Agent

	2.
	Develop a 20-year detailed plan to support the Master Plan for Sholan Farms including identification of Responsible Party (Friends of Sholan Farms (FOSF)) and funding sources as well as the development and issuance of an RFP.
	2016
	North Central MA Community Foundation/ Friends of Sholan Farms and City’s Conservation Agent

	3.
	Seek and secure funds through the City budget and grants for a multi-phase Master Plan for Barrett Park and Prospect Park.
	2016
	City Budget/City’s Recreation Department & Grant Writer

	4.
	Doyle Field Foundation to fund revisions to the existing Doyle Field Master Plan using A. Leonard Associates (LA) to complete the work.

a. The City will seek grant funding for the next phase of improvements.
b. Construction Drawings and Specifications developed by A. Leonard Assoc. and put out to bid (2015)

c. Appoint Project Manager to work with Contractor

d. Contractor selected and contract signed (2015)  

e. Work begin (Summer 2015)
	2014-2021
	PARC Grant, Doyle Field Foundation. Doyle Field Commission, Doyle Field Foundation, City’s Recreation Department and Grant Writer/ Doyle Field Foundation

	5
	Write an RFP and hire a consultant to develop a Master Plan for Barrett Park and Prospect Park.
	2014-2015
	City Budget/City’s Recreation Department and Purchasing Agent

	6.
	Implement the Master Plans for Barrett Park, Prospect Park, and Sholan Farms.
	2015-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Friends of Sholan Farms


Objective 1B: 
Address the accessibility issues at all recreation sites and on our trails within the City. 

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ 
Responsible Party

	1.
	Partner with the Leominster Trail Stewards and the Disabilities Commission to identify ADA compliance on all city trails.
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Disabilities Commission and Trail Stewards

	2.
	Develop a plan to prioritize the ADA deficiencies on both active and passive recreation sites.
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Disabilities Commission and Trail Stewards

	3.
	Secure funding to correct ADA deficiencies on both active and passive recreation sites.
	2015-2018
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Disabilities Commission and Trail Stewards

	4.
	Make areas ADA compliant.
	2016-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Disabilities Commission and Trail Stewards


Objective 1C: 
Explore the siting and construction of one or more dog parks within the City. 

	Actions 
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Complete a listing of possible sites that have public approval through a hearing process.  
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Department of Public Works, Conservation Commission, Recreation Department and Mayor’s Office

	2.
	Complete a design plan for chosen site.        
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Department of Public Works, Conservation Commission, Recreation Department and Mayor’s Office

	3.
	Apply for grants to complete the dog park.
	2016
	PARC Grant, Private Grants & City Budget/ Grant Writer

	4.
	Develop dog park.
	2017
	PARC Grant, Private Grants & City Budget/ City’s Department of Public Works, Conservation Commission, Recreation Department, Mayor’s Office and Volunteers


Objective 1D: 
Create a signage program that brings consistency, accuracy, style and usefulness to signage at our parks, on our trails and on our recreation lands.
	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Work with the Leominster Trail Stewards to appoint a committee to develop a signage program for parks and trails.
	2014
	City Budget, Volunteers & Grants/ City’s Recreation Department and Conservation Commission

	2.
	Prioritize signage recommendations.
	2015
	City Budget, Volunteers & Grants/ City’s Recreation Department and Conservation Commission

	3.
	Seek funding to implement park and trail signage program.
	2015-2016
	City Budget, Volunteers & Grants/ Massachusetts Recreational Trail Advisory Board (MARTAB)

	4.
	Implement park and trail signage program.
	2016-2021
	City Budget, Volunteers & Grants/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission and Trail Stewards


Objective 1E: 
Expand and enhance the walking track at Doyle Field, consider the addition of basketball & bocce courts, chess/game tables and benches.

	Action
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Based on recommendations of Doyle Field Master Plan update with funding from the Doyle Field Foundation and the City budget.
	2015-2021
	Doyle Field Foundation and City Budget/ City Budget, Volunteers & Grants


Objective 1F: 
Expand the skateboard park at Southeast School.

	Action
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Form a skatepark committee.
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	2.
	Gather information on site designs and cost. 
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	3.
	Hold public meeting on the project and finalize design.
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Grant Writer

	4.
	Apply for grants. 
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Grant Writer

	5.
	Begin expansion construction of skateboard park.
	2016
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department


Goal 2: 
Increase the range of recreational opportunities for all ages and abilities within the City.

Objective 2A: 
Develop a shared-use path on the Twin City rail trail corridor.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Initial meeting to discuss Rail Trail
	2014
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC

	2.
	Re-establish a Rail Trail Committee
	2014
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC

	3.
	Consult with the Rail Trail Conservancy to outline the process.
	2015
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC

	4.
	Develop a Rail Trail vision.
	2015
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC

	5.
	The Leominster Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee will seek alternatives for a bridge crossing at Longhorns. 
	2016
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC

	6.
	Explore working with a college student-engineering program to address bridge issues.
	2016
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC

	7.
	The Leominster Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee will work with DPW, Conservation Commission, trail groups, and the City of Fitchburg to obtain funding for a rail trail linking the two cities (Action Map Item# 6). 
	2015-2016
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC

	8.
	Seek and secure funding through Leominster Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee Budget, DCR’s Recreational Trails Grant, and municipal & private funding.
	2015-2016
	DCR’s Recreational Trail’s Grant Program, Transportation Funding, Bond Bill, Municipal & Private Funding/ Rail Trail Committee

	9.
	Develop RFP
	2016
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC

	10.
	Develop the Rail Trail
	2016-2021
	Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) Budget, City of Leominster Budget, City of Fitchburg Budget, State & Local Government Rep. Budgets/ MRPC


Objective 2B: 
Increase the variety of cultural activities that can occur at Doyle Field.

	Action
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Work with the Doyle Field Commission and Doyle Field Foundation to increase the variety of cultural activities that occur at Doyle Field.
	2014-2021
	City Budget & Doyle Field Foundation/ Doyle Field Commission and City’s Recreation Department


Objective 2C: 
Continue to support all sports teams & leagues using City property- conduct a recreational assessment to determine the need for new fields and how to better allocate the existing fields to meet the needs of the youth and adult sports leagues in the City.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Secure funding to hire a consultant to perform an assessment of league and community needs for fields and how to better allocate the existing fields.
	2016
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	2.
	Hire a consultant to report on community needs for fields and how to better allocate the existing fields.
	2016-2017
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	3.
	Communicate to all leagues through a license agreement on policies for use of City property.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department


Objective 2D: 
Develop a blue trail (a water trail) on the North Nashua River.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	City staff, the Blue Trail Committee, and Volunteers will reassess the needs for moving the Blue Trail project forward.
	2014
	City Budget, Nashua River Watershed Association (NRWA) & Volunteers/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works, the Nashua River Watershed Association and Volunteers

	2.
	Perform a low water assessment of the North Nashua River to see if the stream is capable to handle handicapped individuals.
	2014-2015
	City Budget, NRWA & Volunteers/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works, the Nashua River Watershed Association and Volunteers

	3.
	Work with DCR to possibly remove the dam at the old Lake Leominster site.
	2014-2015
	City Budget, NRWA & Volunteers/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works, the Nashua River Watershed Association and Volunteers

	4.
	Work with the Town of Lancaster and the North Nashua River Watershed Association on developing the Blue Trail.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works, the Nashua River Watershed Association and Volunteers

	5.
	Continue to work with the Leominster Land Trust to create an access point to the North Nashua River.
	2014-2015
	City Budget, NRWA & Volunteers/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works, the Nashua River Watershed Association and Volunteers


Objective 2E:  Develop a Disc Golf course within the City. 
	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Perform an assessment for possible sites to develop a Disc Golf Course.
	2018
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	2.
	Gather information from other communities that offer Disc Golf.
	2018
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	3.
	Assess the demand and interest for offering Disc Golf.
	2018
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department


Objective 2F:
Maximize the recreation potential of the closed landfill, which is a brownfield site with redevelopment opportunities.

	Action
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	The Mayor’s Office and City Departments will explore the landfill for active recreation.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Mayor’s Office, Conservation Commission, Planning Department and Recreation Department


Goal 3: 
Expand and enhance the trail network within the City of Leominster.

Objective 3A: 
Explore completion of the greater Monoosnoc Trail loop around the City tying the various trails together within the City into a comprehensive network.
	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Work with the Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee, North County Land Trust, and Leominster Trail Stewards to develop an accessibility study to complete the trail loop around the City.
	2016-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	2.
	Educate and make Planning Board award of priority to work with developers.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	3.
	Work with Conservation Commission, Water Department and landowners.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	4.
	Secure funding to purchase key parcels.
	2014-2021
	PARC Grant & City Budget/ Grant Writer

	5.
	Acquire key parcels needed to complete the trail loop.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee


Objective 3B: 
Complete the Monoosnoc Brook Trail so it connects from Pierce Pond to the North Nashua River.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Complete Phase I of the trail from Central Street to Mechanic Street.  
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	2.
	Complete the design and construction of Phase II from Central Street to Adams Street.
	2015-2017
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	3.
	Complete an analysis of connecting the complete trail from Pierce Pond to the North Nashua River.
	2015-2017
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee


Objective 3C:
Explore the development of new trails at Skyview Middle School and elsewhere in North Leominster.
	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Explore Skyview Middle School and Areas of North Leominster for possible trail sites.
	2014-2021
	City Budget & Volunteers/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works and Trail Stewards

	2.
	Work with the School Department and scout groups to develop trails.
	2015-2021
	City Budget & Volunteers/ City’s Recreation Department, Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works and Trail Stewards


Objective 3D: 
Explore opening up existing trails at Johnny Appleseed State Park with MA DCR.

	Action
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Meet with Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), North Nashua River Watershed, and Leominster Trail Stewards to explore the possibility of a long term trail management agreement with DCR.
	2014-2015
	City Budget & Volunteers/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee and Volunteers 


Objective 3E: 
Continue efforts to repair, re-route, re-construct trails and fire roads on the watershed lands within the City. 

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Complete Phase I of the trail from Central Street to Mechanic Street.  
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee 

	2.
	Complete the design and construction of Phase II from Central Street to Adams Street.
	2015-2017
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	3.
	Complete an analysis of connecting the complete trail from Pierce Pond to the North Nashua River.
	2015-2017
	City Budget/ City’s Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	4.
	The Leominster Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee will work with DPW, Conservation Commission, Fire Department and trail groups obtain funding to develop an operations and maintenance plan for the trails and fire roads. 
	2014-2020
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee, City’s Fire Department and Volunteers

	5.
	Inventory and prioritize the culvert replacements.
	2017
	City Budget & Volunteers/ City’s Fire Department and Volunteers

	6.
	Inventory and prioritize the erosion problems on trails and fire roads.
	2017
	City Budget & Volunteers/ City’s Fire Department and Volunteers

	7.
	Combine and automate Fire Road Maps with Leominster Trail Maps.
	2018
	City Budget & Volunteers/ Montachusett Regional Planning Commission, City’s Department of Public Works and Fire Department, and Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	8.
	Seek funding.
	2019
	Private Sources/ City’s Grant Writer

	9.
	Issue RFP.
	2019
	City Budget/ City’s Purchasing Agent


Objective 3F: 
Develop a trail vision for the City with the help of the Leominster trail stewards.
	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Meet with City Departments and Leominster Trail Stewards to discuss trail vision.
	2014
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	2.
	Write the trail vision for the City of Leominster.
	2015
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	3.
	Hold a public meeting for comments and questions on the trail vision.
	2015
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	4.
	Present trail vision to the Mayor and City Council.
	2015
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee


Objective 3G: 
Extend the existing trail network with additions in the Sholan Farms area and the north Monoosnoc Hills region.
	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Develop master plan for trails at Sholan Farms with possible assistance from the Massachusetts Department of Recreation & Conservation’s (DCR) Recreation Trails Grant, municipal and private funding sources. 
	2014-2015
	City Budget, DCR’s Recreation Trails Grant Program, Private Funding, Friends of Sholan Farms & Volunteers/ City’s Conservation Commission, Friends of Sholan Farms and Volunteers

	2.
	Work with Friends of Sholan Farms, trail groups, scouts to prioritize the expansion of trails.
	2016
	City Budget/ City’s Conservation Commission and Recreation Department

	3.
	Develop an Operation & Management Plan for trails at Sholan Farms.
	2017
	City Budget, Friends of Sholan Farms & Volunteers/ City’s Conservation Commission, Friends of Sholan Farms and Volunteers

	4.
	Negotiate purchase of Conti Property to link Samoset and Sholan (2.2 Acres)
	2016
	City Budget/ City’s Mayor’s Office, Conservation Commission and Grant Writer


Objective 3H: 
Continue capacity building work with the Leominster trail stewards to enable them to develop and maintain the City’s trail network.
	Action
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Assist Leominster Trail Stewards in capacity building efforts so they can continue to work on the City Trails.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	2.
	Meet with groups involved to develop a list of potential trail grant projects.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	3.
	Submit grant applications to the Massachusetts Department of Recreation & Conservation’s (DCR) Recreation Trails Grant program annually in cooperation with the Leominster Trail Stewards and other groups.
	2014-2021
	City Budget, DCR’s Recreation Trails Grant Program & Volunteers/ Leominster Trail Stewards and City’s Grant Writer and Recreation Department


Goal 4: 
Make Leominster a recreational destination within the state

Objective 4A: 
Explore development of a collaborative relationship with the Great Wolf Resorts to make trail connections from the resort to the Leominster Trail Network around Notown Reservoir.  
	Action
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Work through the Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition to explore the feasibility of making trail connections from the resort to the east and the network of trails on Leominster Watershed lands.
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Conservation Commission

	2.
	Explore the opportunity to work with Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) in the implementation phase of the Wachusett Corridor Smart Growth Planning Effort to fund a trail corridor study. 
	2014-2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Conservation Commission

	3.
	Prepare an RFP to hire trail consultant to conduct the study and prepare a plan.
	2015
	City Budget/ MRPC


Objective 4B: 
Explore developing recreational opportunities in the southeastern portion of Leominster.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Analyze the recreational needs to the southeastern  portion of the City and develop a list and cost analysis of those needs. 
	2014
	City Budget & Volunteers/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee and Volunteers


Objective 4C: 
Make trail connections to other communities.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Work with the Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee, City departments, North County Land Trust, and Leominster Trail Stewards to identify key parcels needed to connection Leominster trails to other communities.
	2014-2021
	City Budget & Volunteers/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee and Volunteers

	2.
	Secure funding to purchase key parcels.
	2014-2021
	City Budget, PARC Grant & Volunteers/ City’s Grant Writer, Recreation Department and Conservation Commission

	3.
	Acquire key parcels needed to make the trail connections.
	2014-2021
	City Budget, PARC Grant & Volunteers/ City’s Grant Writer, Recreation Department and Conservation Commission


Objective 4D: 
Explore the creation of a mountain bike park using lands from Leominster State Forest, the Leominster watershed lands and other protected open space to develop a formal mountain bike park. Explore building a trail connection from the new West Fitchburg train station to open space lands south of Route 2 in Leominster and Fitchburg.
	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Establish the concept of the mountain bike park. The general idea is for creation of a “Mt. Bike Park” that would have trail linkage from the Wachusett Station to the trails at Leominster State Forest, Mid State Trail, The “New” CoCo-Key Water Resort (Great Wolf Lodge), Wachusett Village Inn, Wachusett Brewery, Westminster Center, other areas in that vicinity.
	2014-2015
	City Budget, Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MART) & Volunteers/ Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition, MART and City’s Recreation Department

	2.
	Define/refine the concept by determining the scope of the trails necessary to become a mountain bike destination. Tasks include identification of opportunities to use Route 2 overpass or current overpass and to partner with Towns of Westminster and/or Princeton to link trail systems as well as to identify lands that would be amenable to new trail construction (DCR on Snow Hill?), current trails within LSF and City of Leominster lands, other parcels necessary for connector trails to amenities/businesses. 
	2015
	City Budget, MART & Volunteers/ Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition, MART and City’s Recreation Department.

	3.
	Identify and contact potential partners for the project (MRPC, MART, Cities of Leominster & Fitchburg, Towns of Westminster & Princeton, DCR, Great Wolf Resorts, and any other related groups) to determine their level of interest. 
	2015
	City Budget, MART & Volunteers/ Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition, MART and City’s Recreation Department.

	4.
	Once the scope of the trail concept is defined, plan trail locations/ trail projects, obtain necessary permissions, define funding sources, define labor sources, and define timeline for trail projects.
	2016
	City Budget, MART & Volunteers/ Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition, MART and City’s Recreation Department.


Goal 5: 
Take a more pro-active stance with regard to the promotion of healthy and active lifestyles.

Objective 5A: 
Explore the steps to having Leominster designated a “Mass in Motion” community.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Reduce obesity in Leominster through policy, system, and environmental changes that make healthy eating and physical activity the easy choice. 
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Health Department

	2.
	Partner with Leominster Health Dept., Regional Health Coalition, state, healthcare, supermarkets, workplaces, community groups and schools to explore the Mass in Motion for Leominster
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Health Department

	3.
	Hold Informational meetings with various groups.
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Health Department

	4.
	Arrange training for interested team members.
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Health Department

	5.
	Assemble groups to develop the action items and master plan for Mass in Motion in Leominster; Committees.
	2014-2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Health Department

	6.
	Seek and secure funding.
	2014-2021
	State, Federal & Private Funding/ City’s Recreation Department and Grant Writer


Objective 5B: 
Explore what it would take to make Leominster more “walkable” and “bikeable”.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Work with MASS DOT and MassBike.org to set up Bikeable Communities Training Workshop.
	2014-2015
	City Budget & Volunteers/ City’s Recreation Department and Volunteers

	2.
	Develop vision statement for a walkable and bikeable Leominster.
	2014
	City Budget & Volunteers / City’s Recreation Department and Volunteers

	3.
	Develop walking maps.
	2014-2020
	City Budget & Volunteers / City’s Recreation Department and Volunteers

	4.
	Explore the state incentives that were announced in 2012, a new policy initiative designed to encourage diverse, walkable neighborhoods that use land efficiently. If a municipality meets certain criteria, it will become eligible for preferential treatment in applications for state assistance funds. In particular, to become eligible a municipality must adopt an "as-of-right" zoning district that provides for the following: An "eligible location," as defined by the commonwealth’s smart growth standards; A minimum density of eight homes per developable acre for multifamily housing, and four units per acre for single-family homes; At least ten percent of homes must meet affordability criteria (unless a project includes fewer than 12 homes in total); A policy of inclusion that does not restrict occupancy due to "age or any other form of occupancy restrictions," except for projects intended for the elderly, persons with disabilities, or assisted living.
	2014-2021
	City Budget & Volunteers / City’s Recreation Department and Volunteers


Objective 5C: 
Support more community agriculture on City open space properties.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Work with Growing Places and community groups to develop a master plan for community agriculture in Leominster. 
	2014-2021
	City Budget & Friends of Sholan Farms/ City’s Conservation Commission and Friends of Sholan Farms

	2.
	Inventory open space that would be conducive for agriculture.
	2015
	City Budget & Friends of Sholan Farms/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee


	3.
	Explore the establishment of Agricultural Commission.
	2015
	City Budget & Friends of Sholan Farms/ City’s Mayor’s Office

	4.
	Explore the Right to Farm and assure ordinance is in place.
	2015
	City Budget & Friends of Sholan Farms/ City’s Mayor’s Office

	5.
	Identify and prioritize farmland for possible purchase by City.
	2014-2021
	City Budget & Friends of Sholan Farms/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	6.
	Seek and secure funding.
	2015-2021
	State, Federal & Private Grants/ City’s Grant Writer and Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee


Objective 5D: 
Explore development of a fitness zone trail with exercise equipment.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Perform an assessment for possible sites to offer a Fitness Zone Trail.
	2016
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	2.
	Gather information from other communities that offer a Fitness Zone Trail.
	2016
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	3.
	Perform a survey to determine if residents would use exercise equipment on a Fitness Zone Trail.
	2016
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department


Goal 6: 
Acquire key parcels of land to enhance our parks, open space inventory and watershed lands.

Objective 6A: 
Acquire a key parcel of private land to connect the Monoosnoc Trail at Sholan Farms with Samoset and Fall Brook schools.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Identify steps needed to purchase the Conti Parcel 2.2 acres (982 Pleasant Street)
	2014-2015
	City Budget/ City’s Mayor’s Office, Conservation Commission and Grant Writer

	2.
	Identify the value and offering price
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Mayor’s Office, Conservation Commission and Grant Writer

	3.
	Work with Mayor and City Council to procure funding
	2015
	City Budget & PARC Grant/ City’s Mayor’s Office, Conservation Commission, and Grant Writer

	4.
	Develop plan to make the trail connection usable. 
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Trail Volunteers 

	5.
	Seek and secure funding
	2015-2016
	City Budget & PARC Grant/ City’s Mayor’s Office, Recreation Department, Conservation Commission and Grant Writer


Objective 6B: 
Acquire key parcel on the backside of Barrett Park to provide trail connectivity and buffering capacity; determine a trail connection with the Monoosnoc Trail.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Identify key parcels abutting Barrett Park needed to provide trail connectivity and buffering capacity.
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department and Trail Stewards

	2.
	Secure funding to purchase key parcels needed to make the trail connections and buffering at Barrett Park.
	2016
	City Budget & PARC Grant/ City’s Mayor’s Office, Recreation Department and Grant Writer

	3.
	Acquire key parcels needed to make the trail connections and buffering at Barrett Park.
	2017
	City Budget & PARC Grant/ City’s Mayor’s Office, Recreation Department and Grant Writer


Objective 6C: 
Acquire additional land to the north of Doyle Field for future uses.
	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	The Doyle Field Foundation Inc. (DFFI) will do due diligence on two available parcels to the north of Doyle Field.
	2014
	DFFI & the Doyle Field Commission/ Doyle Field Commission  & Mayor’s Office

	2.
	DFFI will explore possibility of donations, bargain sales or land swaps for these parcels to the City.
	2014
	DFFI & the Doyle Field Commission/ Doyle Field Commission  & Mayor’s Office

	3.
	DFFI will research 21E issues for both of these parcels.
	2014
	DFFI & the Doyle Field Commission/ Doyle Field Commission  & Mayor’s Office

	4.
	DFFI will research other constraints associated with these parcels.
	2014
	DFFI & the Doyle Field Commission/ Doyle Field Commission  & Mayor’s Office

	5.
	DFFI and A. Leonard Associates will prepare a conceptual plan for possible uses of these parcels to enhance Doyle Field’s recreational offerings to the City’s residents.
	2015
	DFFI & the Doyle Field Commission/ Doyle Field Commission

	6.
	DFFI will prepare funding approach if needed for acquisition.
	2015
	DFFI & the Doyle Field Commission/ Doyle Field Commission


Objective 6D: 
Develop working relationship with North County Land Trust (NCLT) to assist the City in land protection projects.
	Action
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Arrange meeting with Water Department, Conservation Commission, Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee, Recreation Department, and Planning Board with the NCLT Executive Director to discuss ways in which NCLT can assist the City with land protection efforts.  
	2014
	City Budget/ Mayor’s Office


Objective 6E: 
Acquire key watershed parcels especially around Notown Reservoir and the Jungle Road well fields.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Obtain informal appraisals to determine cost to assist in the development of a priority list of sites.
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Grant Writer

	2.
	Research and apply for grants.
	2014-2017
	City Budget/ City’s Grant Writer


Objective 6F: 
Explore the addition of open space parcels currently owned by the Leominster Land Trust to the City’s holdings.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Analyze and decide on acceptance of parcels from Leominster Land Trust.
	2014
	City Budget/ City’s Mayor’s Office and Conservation Commission

	2.
	Determine a cost of acceptance and move forward with transfer.
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Mayor’s Office and Conservation Commission


Objective 6G: 
Promote increased giving to the open space fund by publishing an annual report that indicates the amount of cash in the fund and what parcels have been protected with this fund.

	Actions
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	City departments and volunteers will meet to determine what information will be published in the Open Space Annual Report.
	2014
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	2.
	Secure funds for publishing Open Space Annual Report.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	3.
	Publish and distribute Open Space Annual Report.
	2014-2021
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee


Objective 6H: 
Research key parcel to ascertain if direct access from Pleasant Street to Barrett Park is possible.

	Actions:
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Identify key parcels along Pleasant Street to ascertain direct access to Barrett Park.
	2015
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department

	2.
	Secure funding to purchase key parcels needed.
	2016
	PARC Grant/ City’s Recreation Department and Grant Writer

	3.
	Acquire key parcels needed.
	2016-2017
	PARC Grant/ City’s Recreation Department and Grant Writer


Objective 6I: 
Address the need for more conservation and recreation space including trails (greenways) in North Leominster.
	Actions:
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	Identify key parcels in North Leominster for trails, recreation and conservation purposes.
	2015
	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	2.
	Secure funding to purchase key parcels needed.
	2016
	City Budget & PARC Grant/ City’s Grant Writer

	3.
	Acquire key parcels needed.
	2016-2017
	City Budget & PARC Grant/ City’s Grant Writer


 
Goal 7:
Provide an Open Space and Recreation Plan that is up-to-date and fully useable.

Objective 7A:
Involve the Open Space and Recreation Committee and Commissions in the plan updates.
	Actions:
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	The Open Space & Recreation Plan Advisory Committee will meet once a year to review and evaluate implementation of actions.
	Annually

	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	2.
	The Open Space & Recreation Plan Advisory Committee will meet once a year to revise the Open Space & Recreation Plan accordingly.
	Annually


	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	3.
	The Recreation Commission will review the past year’s proposed actions and achievements in the Open Space & Recreation Plan as well as the upcoming year’s proposed actions in the Plan annually Commission meeting.
	Annually


	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee

	4.
	The Conservation Commission will review the past year’s proposed actions and achievements in the Open Space & Recreation Plan as well as the upcoming year’s proposed actions in the Plan at each year.
	Annually


	City Budget/ Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee


Goal 8:
Improve maintenance for all City parks, playgrounds, trail heads, trails and open space areas, along with providing clean, safe, enjoyable, and aesthetically appealing recreation sites

Objective 8A:
Evaluate City parks and open space areas to determine their required levels of maintenance

	Actions:
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	The Recreation Commission and the Recreation Department will perform an annual facility & safety evaluation.
	Annually
	City Budget & Private Funding/ City’s Recreation Department and Volunteers

	2.
	The Recreation Department will tour the City’s recreation facilities with elected and appointed officials and compile maintenance needs list.
	Annually
	City Budget & Private Funding/ City’s Recreation Department and Volunteers

	3.
	The Recreation Department and Recreation Commission will meet annually with various groups using City property to determine facility needs and upgrades.
	Annually
	City Budget & Private Funding/ City’s Recreation Department and Volunteers


Objective 8B:
Obtain additional funding for open space maintenance programs, activities and staff

	Actions:
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	The Recreation Department will obtain cost estimates and seek City, Federal, & State funding for additional staff, equipment and facility improvements.
	Annually
	City Budget, State, Federal & Private Funding/ City’s Recreation Department

	2.
	The Recreation Department will revise its 5-year Capital Improvement Plan.
	Annually
	City Budget / City’s Recreation Department

	3.
	The Recreation Department will work with community groups committees, and volunteers for maintenance funding and assistance.
	Annually
	City Budget / City’s Recreation Department


Objective 8C:
Coordinate the activities of City departments involved in maintenance programs and activities 

	Action:
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	The Recreation Department will work with the School Department and DPW to develop a comprehensive maintenance system for all City park, playground, school facilities & open space areas to ensure the user's safety & enjoyment, as well as overall aesthetic appearance of recreation sites.
	Annually
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department


Objective 8D:
Provide information on best management practices for leagues utilizing recreational fields.

	Action:
	Schedule
	Funding Source/ Responsible Party

	1.
	The Recreation Department will work with the Conservation Commission to conduct a workshop on best management practices and require that a league representative attend the workshop.
	Annually
	City Budget/ City’s Recreation Department


Section 10
Public Comments
The City of Leominster reviewed guidance on the requirements for public comments as found in the Open Space and Recreation Plan Requirements (DCS Form Rev. 3/08), which was produced and distributed by the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Division of Conservation Services. The Open Space & Recreation Plan Advisory Committee distributed the draft Open Space and Recreation Plan to the Leominster Planning Board, Mayor Dean J. Mazzarella, and the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission in October 2013 and held a public meeting on October 23, 2013. Letters of review from these entities are included in the final Open Space & Recreation Plan that was submitted to DCS. 
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ADA Access Self-Evaluation Report 

The latest ADA Access Self-Evaluation Report for properties under the jurisdiction of the Leominster Conservation Commission and the Leominster Recreation Department/Commission is available to the public under a separate cover. If you would like a copy of the report, please contact the Recreation Department…

· by telephone at (978) 534-7529;

· by U.S.P.S. mail at 25 West Street, City Hall, Leominster, MA 01453; or 

· in person at Barrett Park at 40 Barrett Park Way Drive (off Chestnut Street) in Leominster, MA.

Appendix J
Glossary of Acronyms
ADA – Americans with Disabilities 

DCS - Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services 

DCR – Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation

DPW – Department of Public Works
DFFI – Doyle Field Foundation 

EOEA - Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
FOSF - Friends of Sholan Farms
GIS - Geographic Information System

LSF – Leominster State Forest

MASS DOT – Massachusetts Department of Transportation
MRPC – Montachusett Regional Planning Commission

MART – Montachusett Regional Transit Authority

NCLT - North County Land Trust 
� May June Report – Ed Himlan – Land and Water Magazine
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